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COURT OF APPEALS 
EXTENDS EPCRA/
CERCLA REPORTING 
DEADLINE UNTIL 
JANUARY 22 
John E. Milner - Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit has 

granted EPA’s request to further delay 
issuing its mandate requiring thousands 
of smaller animal feeding operations 
(AFOs) to report their hazardous air 
emissions, extending the deadline 
from Nov. 15 to Jan. 22 while EPA 
works to finalize guidance for farms on 
how to comply.  The court’s Nov. 22 
order delays issuance of the mandate 
in Waterkeeper Alliance, et al. v. EPA, 
et al., which requires AFOs previously 
exempted from reporting under a 2008 
EPA rule to report their emissions under 
the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act (CERCLA), and also the Emergency 

Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act (EPCRA). 

Some poultry companies directed growers to wait on reporting in 
anticipation of the court’s granting a delay while other companies directed 
their growers to report by Nov. 15 that they may exceed the thresholds 
for ammonia. If you reported to the National Response Center by phone 
or email by Nov. 15, you must have submitted a follow up letter to the 
EPA regional office in Atlanta by December 15 and you are required to file 
another report one year later. Provided there is no change to the size of the 
farm, no additional notifications are required. 

The court ruled against EPA’s rule in April.  However, at EPA’s request, the 
court has repeatedly pushed back issuance of the mandate to allow farms 
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From summer heat to winter frost, the ecology of a broiler house is 

constantly changing, which can lead to an increased coccidiosis challenge. 

The precocious strains of HATCHPAK® COCCI III vaccine induce optimum 

immunity with minimal lesions.1 So, at whatever level of coccidiosis 

challenge, your flock can be safely protected year round.
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1 Data on file.
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SERVING OUR CLIENTS FOR OVER A CENTURY

Environmental Law Group

Brunini’s environmental team is
“one of the premier practices in the state”
and represents major manufacturers and

private industry clients.

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 
litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance is-
sues as well as due diligence and transactional matters.  
John Milner was noted by Chambers USA as being 
“instrumental in developing Brunini’s environmental 
practice” into the leadership position it holds today.

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 
Poultry Association and has special expertise in poul-
try-related environmental issues.  Partners Gene Wasson 
also has impressive abilities in the environmental sector.

Columbus
662-240-9744

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

www.brunini.com

Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certi�cation 
of expertise.  Any decision with respect to legal service should 

not be based solely on this or any other advertisement.  
Free background information upon request.

John E. Milner Gene Wasson

time to prepare for compliance.  EPA issued an interim 
guidance document on Oct. 26 that stated that EPA is 
changing a key statutory interpretation that now excludes 
emissions caused by “routine agricultural operations” from 
EPCRA reporting.  Environmental activists protested any 
further delay in the mandate on the ground that EPA’s 
request for more time allows EPA to invoke its change of 
statutory interpretation by rule.  The activists argued that 
this effectively opened a loophole that would exclude most 
farms from EPCRA reporting.  Poultry and other farm sector 
groups argued, in response, that the further delay is still 
required to ensure that farms can comply with the CERCLA 
reporting requirements and that the significance of the 
EPCRA exclusion is exaggerated. 

In a second Nov. 22 order, the court also established a 
new deadline of Nov. 28 for environmentalists to file a 
reply in support of their motion for the court to “clarify” 
the mandate to explicitly preclude EPA’s new EPCRA 
interpretation. Farm groups in the suit have opposed 
the requested “clarification” as an attempt to obtain a 
“supplemental merits opinion” on a matter not properly 
before the court. The National Pork Producers Council and 
the U.S. Poultry and Egg Association say environmentalists 
cannot challenge the EPCRA interpretation until it is issued 
in a formal rule representing “final agency action.”

We will keep you advised of any other developments 
that may occur regarding this issue prior to the January 22 
extended reporting deadline.  If you have questions, please 
feel free to contact John Milner, MPA Counsel, at (601) 960-
6842 or jmilner@brunini.com. 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 28, 2017 –The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) started mailing the 2017 Census of Agriculture to the 
nation’s producers in December. Conducted once every five 
years, the census aims to get a complete and accurate picture 
of American agriculture.

“The Census of Agriculture is USDA’s largest data collection 
endeavor, providing some of the most widely used statistics 
in the industry,” said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue. “Collected in service to American agriculture since 
1840, the census gives every producer the opportunity to 
be represented so that informed decisions can support their 
efforts to provide the world with food, fuel, feed, and fiber. 
Every response matters.”

2017 CENSUS 
OF AGRICULTURE 
GETS UNDERWAY
Questionnaires being sent to over 3 million U.S. 
producers 
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SAFER SOLUTIONS PRODUCED BY THE KLARION™ SYSTEM CAN 
REPLACE THE TRADITIONAL CHEMICALS NOW USED IN YOUR FACILITY

Change how you clean and sanitize your facility and equipment. Using just water,  
salt and electricity, the Klarion system produces a cleaner and sanitizer on demand in  
your facility that are just as effective as traditional chemicals but safer for employees. 

Klarion solutions are so safe, that workers can take off the safety gear… 
and keep it off forever. 

HERE’S WHY:

•  Klarion solutions are produced in ready-to-use concentrations. Workers  
no longer need to mix and dilute dangerous chemicals prior to cleaning

•  No safety gear is required when using Klarion solutions – they are  
non-irritating to eyes and skin and are fragrance-free

The result? Workers spend more time cleaning and less time gearing up.  
Plus, no exposure to toxic chemicals means healthier and happier workers.  
And, it gets even better: you’ll save money using the Klarion system. Most  
facilities save 30% or more compared to the cost of traditional chemicals.

IDEAL FOR CLEANING EGGS IN EGG WASHERS,  
AND CLEANING AND SANITIZING EQUIPMENT  
LIKE HATCHERS, SETTERS, TRAYS AND BASKETS.  

TAKE IT OFF
LOSE THE SAFETY GEAR. KEEP THE CLEANING POWER. 
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Feeding and ventilation equipment backed by the GrowerSELECT 
2-year warranty and supported by over 70 local stores.  

Improve your bottom line with GrowerSELECT. 
For more information go to www.gapoultry.com

www.gapoultry.com • 800-949-4647

©2016 Hog Slat, Inc. All rights reserved.

LOCAL STORES LOCAL SERVICE
CARTHAGE

877-886-8527

SUMMIT
888-976-6135

MAGEE
866-795-0604

WAYNESBORO
855-230-6307

BAY SPRINGS
866-568-7985

PHILADELPHIA
855-230-6306
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On January 1, Ray Ables takes over as the 2018 
chair of the Mississippi Poultry Association 

board of directors. Ables, live complex manager for 
Tyson Foods in Forest, served as chair in 2012. 

MPA’s 1,000 members represent poultry processors, 
poultry growers and companies that provide goods 
and services to the state’s largest agricultural 
industry, with an $18 billion impact on Mississippi’s 
economy. The Association was formed in 1937.

“The Association’s long history proves it has and 
continues to serve the needs of all aspects of the 
industry for education of members, students and 
the general public as well as speaking to elected 
leaders and regulators about the needs of growers, 
processors and allied industries,” Ables said. 

A resident of Brandon, Ray and his wife Jennifer, a 
second grade teacher at Stonebridge Elementary, live 

in Brandon with 
their two children, 
John William age 
16 and Lauren 20, 
and attend Meadow 
Grove Baptist 
Church. 

A native of Ft. 
Payne, AL, Ray graduated from Auburn University 
with a major in poultry science and a minor in 
business. He has a wide range of industry experience, 
having worked in processing plants, hatcheries 
and live production operations in Alabama and 
Arkansas before taking over at his current position 
in Forest in 2007.

Ables replaces, Greg Jordan of Wayne Farms in 
Laurel as chair of the MPA board. 

RAY ABLES IS 
2018 MPA CHAIR
Mark Leggett - President, Mississippi Poultry Association

The census will be mailed in 
several phases through December. 
Farm operations of all sizes which 
produced and sold, or normally 
would have sold, $1,000 or more 
of agricultural product in 2017 
are included in the census. The 
census is the only source of uniform, 
comprehensive, and impartial 
agriculture data for every state and 
county in the nation.

NASS revised the census forms in 
an attempt to document changes 
and emerging trends in the industry. 
Changes include a new question 
about military veteran status, 
expanded questions about food 
marketing practices, and questions 

about on-farm decision-making to 
help better capture the roles and 
contributions of beginning farmers, 
women farmers, and others involved 
in running a farm enterprise.

“Producers can respond to the 
census online or by mail. We highly 
recommend the updated online 
questionnaire. We heard what people 
wanted and we made responding 
to the census easier than ever,” 
said NASS Administrator Hubert 
Hamer. “The online questionnaire 
now has timesaving features, such 
as automatic calculations, and the 
convenience of being accessible on 
mobile and desktop devices.”

The census response deadline 
is February 5, 2018. Responding 
to the Census of Agriculture is 
required by law under Title 7 USC 
2204(g) Public Law 105-113. The 
same law requires NASS to keep all 
information confidential, to use the 
data only for statistical purposes, 
and only publish in aggregate form 
to prevent disclosing the identity 
of any individual producer or farm 
operation. NASS will release the 
results of the census in February 
2019.

For more information about the 
2017 Census of Agriculture, visit 
www.agcensus.usda.gov or call (800) 
727-9540. 



Solar South, LLC

up to 60% savings on power bills

USDA Grant pays you to improve your farm with solar panels. 
Solar panels pay for themselves in just 6-10 years! 

USDA Grant expires in March 2018, take advantage while you can!

True Independence

601.498.1514 SOLARSOUTH.ORG
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MSU 4-H POULTRY 
CHAIN SHOW
Jessica Wells, Extension Instructor, Poultry Science

It was yet another successful 
year for the 4-H poultry chain.  

This year was the sixth year the 
Department of Poultry Science at 
Mississippi State University hosted 
the 4-H Poultry Chain Show.  
This year was slightly different 
with participants having a larger 
variety of birds to select from.  
Any Mediterranean breed could be 
shown in the layer category and any 
American breed of chicken could be 
used for the meat category.   This 
added a larger variety of birds to the 
show which those coming to view 
the birds really enjoyed.  These 
participants kept a record book the 
entire 20 weeks that illustrated their 
hard work and brought three birds to 
enter into the competition.  We also utilized an out 
of state judge this year who was a certified judge.  
He was highly impressed with the time and effort 
these youth had dedicated to the show and wanted 
to document our show in order to discuss other 
states implementing similar competitions for their 
youth.  The majority of those who came to the state 
competition with their birds also participated in the 
showmanship category.  The number of entries for 
showmanship has steadily increased and it is really 
a joy to get to see the progression of the difficulty 
level from the first year we offered this category up 
to the current year.

This year we had approximately 100 participants 
from 25 different counties.  We awarded Grand 
Champion and Reserve Champion for Juniors and 
Seniors in the Layer category and meat category as 
well as a Junior and Senior Grand Champion and 
Reserve Champion for showmanship.  A total of 
$10,900.00 was awarded to the winners which was 
graciously donated by MPA, the Mississippi State 
Extension Service, and the Department of Poultry 
Science.

With the event being another success we are 
expecting even more support as well as a larger 
amount of participants next year.  Additionally, 
we plan to expand and offer a broiler chain for 

2019 during the Dixie National 
event.  This is an exciting event 
we hope to have implemented 
in the upcoming years that we 
feel will complement the current 
poultry chain.  This success 
would not have been possible 
without donor support, as well 
as all of the hard work from the 
department, extension agents 

and participants.  We look forward to next year, 
with a bigger and even better Chain Project. 

We would also like to congratulate the following 
participants for their hard work and success in this 
year’s chain project.

Junior Layer Grand Champion – 
William McFetridge, Wayne County

Junior Layer Reserve Champion – 
Elliot Turbyfill, Wayne County

1st Place 
Adaline Rouse – Jackson County

2nd Place 
Anna McFetridge – Wayne County

3rd Place 
Peyton Lemoine, Rankin County

4th Place 
Jaxon Dodd, Union County

5th Place
 Abby Tolar, Marion County

  
Junior Meat Grand Champion – 
Jonathon Baker, Stone County 

Junior Meat Reserve Champion – 
Ayden Wolken, Simpson County

Junior Meat Grand Champion
Jonathon Baker, Stone County

Senior Meat Grand Champion
Micah Taylor, Lee County



8  GROWING MISSISSIPPI’S ECONOMY SINCE 1937

1st Place 
Emmy Tolar, Marion County

2nd Place 
Terin Long, Rankin County 

3rd Place 
Molly Entrekin, Pearl River County

4th Place 
Alyssa Moak, Lincoln County

5th Place
 Gabriel Lane, Panola County

  
Senior Layer Grand Champion – 
Grace Hutson, Lamar County 

Senior Layer Reserve Champion – 
Jessica Baker, Stone County

1st Place
Ashton Buscha, Union County

2nd Place
Ellen Harrell, Calhoun County

3rd Place 
Abigail Martin, Rankin County

4th Place
Rico Quiroga, Rankin County

  

Senior Meat Grand Champion – 
Micah Taylor, Lee County

Senior Meat Reserve Champion – 
Hannah Hutson, Lamar County

1st Place 
Brendan Chatham, Forrest County 

2nd Place 
Lessie VIckers, Chickasaw County

3rd Place 
Gracie VIckers, Chickasaw County

4th Place 
Austin Housley, Rankin County 

5th Place 
Landon Cothern, Rankin County

  
Senior Showmanship Grand Champion – 

Micah Taylor, Lee County

Senior Showmanship Reserve Champion –
Jessica Baker, Stone County

  
Junior Showmanship Grand Champion – 

Adaline Rouse, Jackson County 

Junior Showmanship Reserve Champion – 
Charles Rodgers, Panola County
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2017 POULTRY AND EGG 
DONATION AT THE GOVERNOR’S 
MANSION
Mark Leggett - President, Mississippi Poultry Association

Gov. Phil Bryant invited MPA 
member companies to the 

Governor’s Mansion for the 2017 
donation of poultry and eggs to 
the governor. 2017 is Mississippi’s 
200th year of statehood and MPA’s 
80th year.

Since this annual event began in 
2011, MPA members have donated 
1.77 million servings of protein to 
the governor for the charity of his 
choice.  Gov. Haley Barbour gave 
the first donation to the Miss. 
Food Network and every year since 
Gov. Phil Bryant has directed the 
donation to the Salvation Army.

This year Cal-Maine Foods, 
Mar-Jac Poultry MS, Peco Foods, 
Sanderson Farms, Tyson Foods 
and Wayne Farms donated 54,000 
pounds of poultry meat and 129,600 
eggs. Held in early November, this is 
one of the first major food donations 
of the holiday season.

Gov. Bryant expressed his 
appreciation for the donation and 
called on the Salvation Army’s Lt. 

Matt Hedgrin. The Salvation Army 
shares the food with other charities 
to make sure it reaches those in need. 
They included: Catholic Charities, 
the MS Food Network, Stewpot, 
Gateway Rescue Mission and Hope 
Home for Girls.

This donation to the governor 
is just one of many donations 
that member companies make of 
thousands of pounds annually to 
charitable organizations around the 
state. 

MPA Board Members applaud as Gov. Phil Bryant accepts the donation 
of poultry and eggs from MPA members’ companies

REMEMBER TO SIGN THE 
FARMER’S AFFIDAVIT TO GET 
LOWER TAX RATE

You will need to sign a new affidavit for 2018 certifying 
that you are a farmer to get the 1.5 percent sales tax rate 
on farm implements, replacement parts and labor. Many 
but not all items you purchase for your poultry house are 
taxed at the 1.5 percent sales tax rate.

You can print out a copy of the affidavit from the 
Mississippi Poultry Association website – www.mspoultry.
org. The link is on the left side of the home page.  The 

business where you purchase farm parts likely also has the 
same affidavit that must be signed each year since they 
expire annually on December 31.

If you have questions about what items are taxed 
at 1.5 percent, MPA requested a letter ruling from the 
Department of Revenue to get clarity on what types of 
purchases are taxed at different rates. The letter is also on 
the MPA website under the growers tab. 
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GANGRENOUS 
DERMATITIS IN 
BROILERS
Tom Tabler, Extension Professor, C. Reagan Sadler, Lecturer, and 
Jessica Wells, Extension Instructor, Poultry Science.

Gangrenous dermatitis (GD) is a serious bacterial 
disease affecting poultry. It generally is fatal, often within 
24 hours. It sometimes seems to appear almost out of 
nowhere because suddenly you will have healthy birds 
and dead birds, but not many birds in between. While 
GD has been reported in commercial layers, turkeys, 
and broiler breeders, it usually occurs in fast-growing 
broilers between 4 and 8 weeks of age.

In recent years, there has been an increase of this disease 
in commercial broiler operations across the U.S., and GD 
now results in significant economic losses to the poultry 
industry. The decision by many integrators to move away 
from antibiotic use in poultry feed because of consumer 
pressure may contribute to an increase in the number 
of cases of GD. Economic losses are substantial because 
much of the mortality occurs late in the growout, just 
before harvesting the flock. Death losses that range from 
50 to 400 birds per house per day are not uncommon. 
The disease is known by several other names, including 
necrotic dermatitis, avian malignant edema, gangrenous 
cellulitis, “blue wing,” “red leg,” and “wing rot.”

What Causes Gangrenous Dermatitis?
A wound to the skin is usually the initial culprit that 

sets a bird up for GD; followed by a secondary bacterial 
infection with Clostridium prefringens type A, Clostridium 
septicum, or Staphylococcus aureus (either alone or in 
combination). Bacteria involved in the occurrence of GD 
are usually not able to penetrate intact skin. However, 
the infectious agent can be ingested if live birds peck 
at dead birds that have died with the disease or if the 
litter and feces are contaminated with large numbers of 
disease-causing bacteria. Milder forms of GD are usually 
associated with Staphylococcus aureus. When Clostridium is 
the cause, GD cases are generally much more severe, with 
higher mortality occurring much more rapidly. Clark et 
al. (2008) indicates that for GD to occur and affect large 
numbers of birds, generally three things are required:

1.  Some type of injury to the skin,

2.   The disease organism (Clostridium or other species) 
present in sufficient numbers to cause disease, and

3.  Some type of immune suppression

Even on the best-managed farms, there is no shortage 
of skin injuries. Chicken toenails are responsible for 
many cuts and scratches that broilers receive during the 
growout period. However, growers should constantly 
monitor their houses and eliminate everything possible 

that could be a potential injury risk (ladders left in the 
house, exposed nails at bird level, sharp edges, etc.).

Both clostridia and staphylococci are ubiquitous (present 
everywhere) in the poultry house environment and in the 
intestine and on the skin of the birds. However, presence 
alone of the organisms does not automatically result in a 
disease challenge. Other contributing factors are thought 
to play a role in development of clinical disease within a 
flock. Because Clostridia are extremely hardy and capable 
of surviving very harsh environmental conditions for 
long periods of time, it is unlikely that they can ever be 
totally eliminated from a poultry house environment. 
Clostridia are spore-forming bacteria often found in 
soil, but they may be found in feed, feces, dust, and 
numerous other places. When spore-forming bacteria 
detect that the environment is becoming unfavorable, 
they will form a spore that helps them survive difficult 
times. The spore is resistant to desiccation, almost all 
disinfectants, heat, and cold.

Birds with a strong, or even competent, immune 
system generally do not seem to be affected by GD. 
Therefore, it is often believed that other diseases that 
trigger immunosuppressive effects such as infectious 
bursal disease, inclusion body hepatitis, reovirus, 
reticuloendotheliosis, Marek’s disease, and chick infectious 
anemia may set a flock up for GD. In addition, mycotoxins 
(particularly aflatoxin) in the feed can cause immune 
suppression, as can birds subjected to stressful situations 
such as overcrowding, wet litter, or heat stress. Other 
stressors such as environmental extremes, coccidiosis, 
nutritional deficiencies, and management issues may 
also suppress the immune system and lead to GD. Often, 
farms that have had GD before will experience repeat 
outbreaks unless corrective action is taken. A complete 
clean-out and disinfection of the house is usually the 
best course of action to reduce spore counts after an 
outbreak. However, a complete clean-out may not totally 
eliminate the problem on farms with a history of GD.

In addition, a complete clean-out is not always possible. 
Short downtime between flocks, availability and cost 
of new bedding material, and weather conditions may 
prevent a total clean-out from being an option. As an 
alternative, some field reports indicate varying degrees 
of success using litter treatments to produce a dramatic 
shift downward in pH of the litter, which may reduce 
microbial growth. Aluminum sulfate, sodium bisulfate, 
salt, and other treatments have been tried in an attempt 
to reduce the occurrence of GD. A NOTE OF CAUTION: 
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Growers should not apply any product to their litter 
or pad without first consulting their service technician 
and having a green light from their integrator that the 
product in question is safe to use. Furthermore, growers 
should be aware of all consequences associated with any 
product they apply and how that product may affect the 
litter for future use.

Another alternative to a total clean-out is to windrow 
litter between flocks in an effort to reduce the pathogen 
load in the litter. When properly done, in-house 
windrowing can eliminate almost all of the pathogens 
present in the litter, including Clostridium (Macklin et al., 
2007). Wind- rowing takes advantage of primarily heat to 
kill micro-organisms, although high ammonia levels and 
competitive exclusion (“good” bacteria overwhelming 
“bad” bacteria) may also play a role in reducing pathogen 
numbers.

Many pathogens grow most effectively at a temperature 
range near the body temperature of their host; in the case 
of chickens, this is around 105–107°F. However, if the 
temperature can be raised a few degrees, the pathogen’s 
growth can be inhibited. If the temperature can be 
increased by 20–30°F, most microorganisms can be killed. 
The target temperature to shoot for inside windrows is 
130–135°F. This is hot enough to kill most pathogens. It 
is thought that the litter temperature increase associated 
with windrow composting is sudden enough that it may 
catch Clostridium unprepared to form a spore in time to 
save itself. However, litter moisture is critical to getting 
the windrow to heat. If the litter is too dry, the windrow 
will not heat. If litter moisture is less than 30 percent, the 
windrow will have a difficult time achieving a temperature 
of 130°F, and bacterial growth will only be inhibited until 
conditions improve, but the bacteria will not be killed. 
Too much litter moisture can have the same effect of not 
allowing the windrow to heat. Litter moisture greater 
than 60 percent may prevent the windrow from heating 
because the litter is too wet.

What to Look For
Gangrenous dermatitis has characteristic lesions that 

help identify it if you know what to look for. It usually 
be- gins with small pimples on the skin, but it soon 
progresses to involve much larger areas. Look for small 
spots on the top of the wings that look like raw sores 
or bloody spots. 

In the early stages, these will be small, perhaps the size 
of a dime or nickel. Unfortunately, there is usually much 
more of the bird affected than just the wing. However, 
the top of the wing is easy to see as you walk through 
the flock, and you will be able to pick up on the fact that 
something isn’t right when you see this wing damage. If 
you are fairly perceptive, you may notice this even before 
the mortality starts to spike. If you miss the wing damage, 
you certainly won’t miss the rapid and severe increase 
in mortality as the disease begins to spread through the 
flock.

Birds with the disease do not show clinical signs for long 
because they die very rapidly, generally within 24 hours. 
Lesions on the skin are dark reddish to purple to green. 

These are most often on the abdomen, breast, wings, and/
or legs. Gas or gelatinous fluid may accumulate under 
the skin. The bird’s skin may have a “spongy” feel to 
it because of increasing numbers of bacteria producing 
gas between the muscle and skin. Muscle tissue is also 
affected and may appear as raw, moist areas where the 
skin has deteriorated. Dead birds decompose extremely 
rapidly. You may pick up birds this morning and go back 
in a couple of hours and find more dead birds that look 
like they have been dead for several days instead of only 
a couple of hours.

If you have an outbreak of GD on your farm, you MUST 
pick up dead birds several times each day. Live birds 
pecking dead birds can contract the disease, and live birds 
having the disease (even though they won’t live long) can 
contaminate healthy birds via feces, feeding equipment, 
etc. Generally, a fairly accurate diagnosis can be made 
by the rapid and acute increase in mortality and the 
characteristic gross lesions. If you ever see a case of GD, 
you won’t forget it. So, should you ever have it a second 
time (which often does happen), you will recognize it 
immediately. It can be tracked from house to house, 
so take precautions and practice sound biosecurity when 
working your houses. If you have an outbreak in one 
house, work that house last to help prevent tracking it to 
your other houses.

Management factors are critical to preventing and con- 
trolling a GD outbreak. Reports of outbreaks seem to be 
greater in summer and fall than in winter and spring. 
Daily mortality collection is critical throughout the year 
but especially during hot weather. This is easier said than 
done, but it is very important: do your best not to miss 
a single dead bird from one day to the next. Collection 
of ALL mortality at least once daily is critical to disease 
prevention. Poor farm management practices, unsanitary 
conditions, and stressful environmental conditions (wet 
litter and high humidity) may predispose flocks to GD. 
Chicken house pads with a soil pH > 6 may also be 
at a higher risk of dermatitis infection. Wet litter (> 60 
percent moisture) may also be a risk factor for GD. High 
humidity in the house during the summer and fall 
seasons when cool cells are operating much of the time 
may increase the moisture content of the litter and lead 
to a greater risk of GD.

Growers should closely monitor feed inventory. Do 
not let your birds run out of feed. Contact your service 
technician or the feed mill if you run low on feed. Bird 
activity increases when hungry chickens receive feed, 
resulting in an increased number of cuts, scratches, and 
skin damage. Also, be sure that migration fences are in 
place on time to prevent overcrowding in some areas 
of the house that may increase the GD risk. Avoid loud 
noises that may disturb birds and increase likelihood 
of cuts, scratches, and skin damage. Follow a lighting 
program that helps calm the birds and control activity 
level. Remember that anything you can do from a 
management standpoint that reduces stress for the birds 
and/or reduces the possibility of a skin injury will reduce 
the risk of a GD outbreak.
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Summary
Gangrenous dermatitis is a serious health concern 

for many broiler operations. The fact that it has a 
somewhat come-and-go nature can make it difficult 
to determine all the factors involved in its occurrence. 
Prevention should be high on every grower’s to-do list 
because managing an outbreak is labor-intensive, time-
consuming, and expensive. Because Clostridium and other 
disease organisms that cause GD are everywhere in the 
environment, it is unlikely they can be totally eliminated. 
Therefore, the goal should be to keep their numbers as 
low as possible. By doing so, fewer birds will be exposed 
to disease-causing pathogens, and the ones that are 
exposed will not be exposed to overwhelming numbers 
of pathogens, decreasing their chances of becoming 

infected. Growers should focus on farm hygiene, sound 
management practices, and ideal litter and house 
environment conditions to lessen the GD threat.
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MPA WORKED THROUGH ITS 
TOUGHEST CHALLENGES AT THE 
CLOSE OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Mark Leggett - President, Mississippi Poultry Association

During the last two decades of the 
20th Century, the Mississippi 

Poultry Association went through 
some of the toughest times in its 
history as the industry grew into a 
global exporter.

In 1980, there were 14 poultry 
companies in Mississippi but over the 
next two years, five companies would 
be bought reducing the number of 
members and cutting dues to the 
association during the recession. 
Consolidation in the industry further 
reduced the number of companies in 
the 1990s. The association also lost 
the income from gumboro vaccine 
after 1980. The vaccine that MPA had 
funded development of had provided 
a major source of revenue.

In each of the Emerging Trends in 
2017, we have been looking through 
the minutes from the MPA Board 
meetings to give a historical timeline 
for the association’s 80th year. We will 
follow the trail to 2000 in this article 
and wrap up the history in the first 
Emerging Trends of 2018.

With the recession of the early 80s, 
the minutes show the association was 
$10,000 behind on income in the 
middle of the fiscal year in January 
1984 and again in 1987, there was a 

similar concern about meeting the 
budget.

The tight budgets reflected what 
Mississippi State University and 
the Board of Animal Health were 
also facing in their budgets during 
the 1980s and 1990s.  MPA during 
the period was often lobbying the 
Legislature in support of agencies that 
the industry relied upon.  During 
the decade, MPA became much more 
focused in its governmental relations 
efforts.

In 1986 cuts by the Legislature to 
the universities led to a $1.6 million 
cut to the poultry science department 
at Mississippi State University at a 
time when the number of students 
was around 70 per year and growing.  
Also that year, MPA supported fee 
increases for the poultry lab then at 
the Board of Animal Health to make 
up for cuts in state funding. 

That same year, widespread 
dissatisfaction with the 1986 
Convention site, the old Broadwater 
Beach Hotel in Biloxi, that led the 
board to look elsewhere and choose 
the Marriott Grand Hotel on a one-
year trial basis. After one year in 
Alabama, the board chose to move 
the 1988 convention to the Sandestin 

Hilton in Florida, where it has been 
every year but three since then.

The economic conditions that led 
the Legislature to cut agency budgets 
and look for new revenue helped focus 
the MPA’s involvement in politics. 
In 1987, the board began work on 
creating a Political Action Committee 
to support business-supportive 
candidates and created a legislative 
entertainment category in the budget.  
The MPA-PAC was successful in 70 
percent of the races in which it made 
contributions in its first two elections.

At the same time, the state Senate 
passed legislation to repeal sales tax 
exemptions to generate funds but the 
measure died in the House. The MPA 
board made its top legislative priority 
for 1988 to protect exemptions for 
feed, seed and fertilizer and went on 
the offensive, also proposing a sales 
tax reduction on medicines, feeders, 
watering systems and cages.

The late 1980s and early 1990s saw 
the Legislature pass such major bills 
as a tort reform package, create the 
$1.6 billion 1987 four-lane highway 
construction program which MPA 
supported and allow associations to 
form workers compensation pools to 
provide coverage to their members. 
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MPA’s board discussed creating a 
worker’s compensation pool as other 
associations had done but ultimately 
decided against it. 

Senate Agriculture Committee Chair 
Rob Smith in 1989 asked MPA for 
ideas for legislation that would aid the 
poultry industry. There was discussion 
about government supported loans 
for growers that grew into the current 
form of the Emerging Crops Loan 
program allowing growers to lower 
their interest rates on farm loans.

In 1990, Bob Anthony with 
American Poultry International spoke 
to the MPA board, inviting companies 
to meet with trade representatives 
from the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics who would be in Jackson 
seeking companies to export poultry 
to the USSR. Within a few years, Russia 
would become one of the first exports 
markets for Mississippi companies. 
The State Port at Gulfport became a 
hub for the Russia trade.

Meanwhile, back on the farm 
during the early 1990s, environmental 
regulations were becoming more of 
a concern for the poultry industry. 

Composting, instead of burial pits, 
became the standard method for 
dead bird disposal and there were 
regular reports at each board meeting 
on the number of composters 
constructed.  Also, at this time, the 
Miss. Department of Environmental 
Quality imposed setback requirements 
in poultry farm permits.  Seeing the 
need for training, MPA created an 
environmental committee and began 
offering seminars for growers. 

As the industry was expanding to 
meet the growing global demand, 
MPA experienced one of the most 
difficult eras in the history of the 
association that brought companies 
and growers to the state Capitol in 
large numbers. A Mississippi Contract 
Growers Association was formed 
in 1993 and began pushing for the 
Legislature to write contracts between 
growers and companies.  MPA opposed 
the legislation which passed and was 
vetoed by Gov. Kirk Fordice in 1996. 

In 1997, with Gov. Fordice 
serving as mediator, MPA and the 
MCGA adopted The 10-Points, a 
list of procedures to provide more 

transparency in grower relations.  The 
10 points became part of company 
contracts and eventually in the loan 
agreements through the state. The 
MPA bylaws were also amended to 
create positions for three growers on 
the MPA Board of Directors.

Also in the mid-90s, the universities 
were again looking for ways to cut 
costs. Mississippi State University was 
reviewing its agricultural units and 
the MPA board restated its strong 
support for maintaining a separate 
Poultry Science Department.  Even 
as the department was spared, the 
number of students in the department 
began to decline despite a 100 percent 
employment rate for new graduates.

By the end of the decade after 
battling for adequate state support, 
MPA supported legislation to move 
the diagnostic lab from the Board 
of Animal Health to the College of 
Veterinary Medicine.  As the new 
millennium began, the association 
was more unified and more focused 
on creating a positive environment 
for sustained growth. 
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DR. VIZZIER-
THAXTON’S 
PORTRAIT 
INSTALLED AT 
MSU
Mark Leggett - 
President, Mississippi Poultry Association 

Family, friends, faculty and industry leaders 

gathered in Starkville Oct. 25 to hang the 

portrait of the first woman inducted into the 

Mississippi Poultry Hall of Fame. Dr. Yvonne 

Vizzier-Thaxton, who worked at Marshall Durbin 

and headed the MSU Poultry Science Department, 

is the 37th person inducted into the Mississippi 

Poultry Hall of Fame formed in 1972. 

Shown with Dr. Vizzier-Thaxton are Paige 
Burke, Lillian Burke, Thaxton Burke, Bradley 
Burke, and Sharkey Burke, Jr.
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“What Does ‘The Farm’ Mean To You?”  Recently, First 
South Farm Credit began asking this question.  After 
visiting with the community and many of its member-
borrowers, the answer became clear – “The Farm” means 
a variety of things to different people! But most agree that 
“The Farm”, when it comes to poultry production, means 
having an enjoyable way to provide for the family.  First 
South Farm Credit, as part of the national Farm Credit 
System, has proudly supported families in Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Louisiana with reliable, consistent credit 
and financial services since 1916.

First South understands the intricacies of the poultry 
industry and the diverse needs of various types of poultry 
growers.  Without a doubt, it is our vast knowledge of 
all things poultry that sets us apart from other lenders.  
Our seasoned staff is ready to provide guidance and a 
customized loan program with competitive rates for 
start-up operations and poultry growers of all sizes.  We 
are able to finance all aspects of poultry production from 
pullet farms to the end product of broiler production.  
In fact, First South has financed over $567 million in 
poultry production.  According to MS Division President, 
Rodney Brantley, “In Mississippi alone, we’ve financed 
over $136 million in poultry as well as provided overall 
financing commitments to the poultry industry.” 

In addition to providing loan programs for the poultry 
industry, First South offers long-term loans for rural 
property as well as short- and intermediate-term loans 
for a wide variety of agricultural needs.  As a Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) preferred lender, we strive to make the loan 
process a smooth and quick experience.  This goes hand-
in-hand with our commitment to providing exceptional 
customer service and building solid relationships with 

our borrowers.  “Most of the farms we finance are family 
operations and here at First South, we are very proud 
to have been a part of these families’ lives since their 
first flocks,” says Pendleton Stovall, MS Division Vice 
President.  First South will never overlook the importance 
of establishing a lasting relationship with our borrowers 
through financing whatever “The Farm” may mean to 
them.

First South is one of the largest Agricultural lenders in 
the state of Mississippi, with 15 branches serving all 82 
counties.  Combined with 16 branches in Alabama and 
13 branches in Louisiana, First South has 44 locations 
throughout the three-state footprint.  As a cooperative, 
First South is owned by its borrowers, and each one 
is a stockholder, complete with one vote to elect First 
South’s Board of Directors.  Moreover, we return a share 
of our profits to our borrowers distributed in the form 
of patronage refunds.  Over the last 22 years, we’ve 
distributed $320 million in refunds to our borrowers. 

For over 100 years, First South has remained reliable 
and consistent and will continue to be a dependable 
source of credit to all eligible borrowers for years to come.  
It is our lifelong mission to remain dedicated to rural 
America and its families in all that we do.

More information about First South Farm Credit is 
available at www.firstsouthland.com. 

EMERGING TRENDS 
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
FIRST SOUTH FARM CREDIT
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MSU POULTRY SCIENCE STUDENTS 
WIN SOUTHERN AG CREDIT 
SCHOLARSHIP
Reed Wade - Grower Relations Coordinator, Mississippi Poultry Association

Two Mississippi State University graduate students 
working with poultry science professors on research 

funded by members of the Mississippi Poultry Foundation 
received the 2017 Southern Ag Credit Scholarship. 
Reshma Ramachandran and Abdul Alqhtani will split 
$1,500 donated to the Mississippi Poultry Foundation by 
Southern Ag Credit. This is the second year Southern Ag 
Credit has funded the scholarship. 

The scholarship is a travel grant to present their 
research results at the International Poultry Scientific 
Forum held in January and February during the 
International Production and Processing Exposition in 
Atlanta. Graduate and undergraduate students present 
and compete for awards of excellence.  Sessions for talks 
and posters include Metabolism & Nutrition, Physiology, 
Environment & Management, Processing & Products, 
Pathology, and SCAD.  For 2018, over 300 abstracts 
were submitted and accepted.  Attendance is generally 
around 1200-1400, with many international speakers 
and attendees. 

The 2016 winner of the Southern Ag Credit Scholarship 
was Midian Nascimento dos Santos from Brazil. Ms. 
Santos is working on a Master’s degree in Poultry Science 
at Mississippi State University under the direction of Dr. 
Chris McDaniel. She was previously at MSU for one year 
as an undergraduate intern from Sao Paolo University.  

Midian fed two diets supplemented with a lower and 
a higher level of a Saccharomyes cerevisiae, a yeast 
often used in winemaking, probiotic and compared 
semen quality of roosters fed these diets with that of 
roosters fed control diets without the probiotic.  She 
found that sperm quality decreased in roosters fed the 
higher dietary dose of the probiotic and that there were 
more bacteria in semen from these roosters.  The sperm 
quality measurement is based on motility of sperm cells; 
the increased number of bacteria found in semen from 
the probiotic-fed roosters may have contributed to the 
decrease in sperm quality, either directly or indirectly 
through the production of toxins.

Reshma Ramachandran is one 
of the recipients of the 2017 
Southern Ag Credit Scholarship. 
She is a Poultry Science Ph.D. 
student at Mississippi State 
University working with Dr. 
Chris McDaniel. She received 
her undergraduate degree in 

Veterinary Science and Master’s degree in Veterinary 
Physiology in India. Her research interest lies in the field 
of reproductive physiology to improve the reproductive 
efficiency of poultry. 

Reshma studied parthenogenesis, the development of 
an embryo spontaneously without going through the 
process of fertilization, mostly in reptiles and amphibians.  
It also occurs in broiler breeders and can easily be confused 
with early dead embryos and therefore overlooked.  It is 
known that exposure by poultry to certain viruses may 
increase the incidence of parthenogenesis.  This study 
was conducted to investigate the effects of live pigeon 
pox virus on embryo development in eggs of Chinese 
Painted Quail that have been selected for their ability to 
produce higher numbers of parthenogens.  

The results showed that exposure to the virus increased 
the survival of the parthenogens and that the germinal 
disc was larger in virus-treated eggs initially exhibiting 
parthenogenetic development than in non-treated.  

The results are of interest to the industry because pox 
vaccination is a routine practice in the industry and this 
study shows that pox virus can have a direct effect on the 
parthenogenetic embryos making them more developed, 
which, in turn, can have a greater negative impact on the 
overall flock hatchability and fertility.

Abdul Alqhtani is the other 
recipient of the recipient of 
the 2017 Southern Ag Credit 
Scholarship. He is a Poultry 
Science doctoral student at 
Mississippi State working with 
Dr. Aaron Kiess. He received his 
master’s degree in Poultry Science 
from the University of Georgia. 
His particular area of research 
is poultry environment and 

microbiology.

Abdul looked at two new litter amendments, one 
mineral-based and one organic acid. They were 
investigated for their efficacy in controlling pathogens 
in a laboratory setting.  

The results showed that, while both compounds did in 
fact eliminate the pathogens investigated, the mineral-
based compound appeared to eliminate pathogens at 
lower concentrations than the organic acid.  The research 
also suggested that the mineral-based compound may be 
a better candidate as a litter amendment than the organic 
acid. 
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SECOND OSHA CLASS NOV. 9 
HIGHLIGHTED INDUSTRY FOCUS  
ON SAFETY 
Mark Leggett - President, Mississippi Poultry Association

Mississippi 
p o u l t r y 

companies are 
serious about 
safety. In May, 
the association 
offered its first 
OSHA training 
class and interest 
was so great, 
a second class 
on November 9 
brought another 
50 attendees.

The first class of 
50 focused mainly 
on plant safety 
for supervisory 
personnel, the 
second class 
added information on many of 
the same Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration rules but also 
stressed how to eliminate potential 
injury hazards in the hatchery and 
the feed mill, as well as the plant.

 The training is offered free by 
Georgia Tech University, through a 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Labor (DoL).

 Also, in November, the DoL 
issued its annual report on injuries 
by industry in 2016 and the poultry 
industry recorded its lowest level of 
injuries per 100 employees in the 
last 22 years.  The total recordable 
poultry processing illness and 
injury rate for 2016 was 4.2 cases 
per 100 full-time workers (per year), 
down from 4.3 in 2015. The poultry 
industry’s rate of 4.2 was below the 
rate of 6.9 for similar agricultural 

industries in terms of injuries per 
100 full time workers and lower 
than the rate of 4.7 for the entire 
food manufacturing sector.

Poultry processing’s 2016 rate 
of 4.2 represents an 82 percent 
decrease from 1994 (the oldest data 
available on the BLS website), when 
the recorded rate was 22. 

Second	OSHA	Class	Nov.	9	Highlights	Industry	Focus	on	Safety	

	 Mississippi	poultry	companies	are	serious	about	safety.	In	May,	the	association	offered	
its	first	OSHA	training	class	and	interest	was	so	great,	a	second	class	on	November	9	brought	
another	50	attendees.	

The	first	class	of	50	focused	mainly	on	plant	safety	for	supervisory	personnel,	the	second	
class	added	information	on	many	of	the	same	Occupational	Safety	and	Health	Administration	
rules	but	also	stressed	how	to	eliminate	potential	injury	hazards	in	the	hatchery	and	the	feed	
mill	as	well	as	the	plant.	

	 The	training	is	offered	free	by	Georgia	Tech	University,	through	a	grant	from	the	U.S.	
Department	of	Labor	(DoL).	

	 Also,	in	November,	the	DoL	issued	its	annual	report	on	injuries	by	industry	in	2016	and	
the	poultry	industry	recorded	its	lowest	level	of	injuries	per	100	employees	in	the	last	22	years.		
The	total	recordable	poultry	processing	illness	and	injury	rate	for	2016	was	4.2	cases	per	100	
full-time	workers	(per	year),	down	from	4.3	in	2015.	The	poultry	industry’s	rate	of	4.2	was	
below	the	rate	of	6.9	for	similar	agricultural	industries	in	terms	of	injuries	per	100	full	time	
workers	and	lower	than	the	rate	of	4.7	for	the	entire	food	manufacturing	sector.	

Poultry	processing’s	2016	rate	of	4.2	represents	an	82	percent	decrease	from	1994	(the	oldest	
data	available	on	the	BLS	website),	when	the	recorded	rate	was	22.	

	

	

	

The next step in this research will be to determine 
whether the mineral-based compound is effective at 
controlling not just pathogens but other factors (pH, 
ammonia), which would make it suitable for use as a new 
litter amendment.  

In the next phase of research, the mineral compound will 
be exposed to used litter under controlled environmental 
conditions to evaluate its impact on pathogens, ammonia 
and pH.  If these results are positive, the new litter 

amendment will be applied in a floor pen trial with live 
birds to assess the length of time positive attributes are 
maintained and to address whether there are any impacts 
on bird performance and health.  If positive outcomes are 
achieved throughout the testing period, a new mineral-
based litter amendment with improved benefits may be 
identified. 
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EPA ADMINISTRATOR SCOTT 
PRUITT COMES TO MISSISSIPPI
Mark Leggett - President, Mississippi Poultry Association

Mississippi agricultural 
associations met with EPA 

Administrator Scott Pruitt during 
his Oct. 12 visit to Mississippi.  
Gov. Phil Bryant hosted Pruitt at 
the Governor’s Mansion where 
representatives from the Farm 
Bureau, Delta Council, Forestry 
and MPA were invited to meet 
him.

Mr. Pruitt said Mississippi was 
the 25th state he’d visited since 
taking office. He said he wanted 
“to give clarity and confidence” 
especially on the definition of 
what is a water of the United 
States. The Obama administration 
expanded the definition to include 
almost every stream or ditch as 
subject to federal regulation and 
that brought lawsuits from 31 
states.

He said the agency was going 
to withdraw the 2015 rule, which 
EPA did later in the month, 
and then would institute a 
new rule with a new definition 
that will rely more on the U.S. 
Constitution’s commerce clause, 
saying “navigability should drive 
what is a water of the U.S.” He said 
ditches, ponds, and ephemeral 
streams will not be included. 
Pruitt, said the new definition 
should be out in mid-2018.

Pruitt, former Oklahoma 
attorney general, said he is 
committed to working with states 
and not having an adversarial 
approach and not practicing 
paternalism but instead will use 
what he and Gov. Bryant called 
“cooperative federalism.”

In the past, he said, the public 
was given a false choice of either 
jobs and growth or environmental 
protection and there can be both. 

Later in the morning at a stop 
at a farm in Bolton, Administrator 
Puritt said he believes agriculture 
is as interested in clean air, land 
and water as the EPA.  He said he 
sees the use of natural resources as 
a stewardship to be used to benefit 
the U.S. and the world rather than 
“putting a fence around it with a 
sign that says do not touch.”

The principles he has given his 
staff are – rule of law, due process 
and federalism. He said the agency 
would be ending the process of 

regulation through litigation and 
any agreements would be public in 
contrast to past court cases where 
the EPA and the environmentalists 
worked out an agreement in secret 
and brought it to the judge to 
impose. 

Pruitt also previewed another 
agency decision that came out 
later in October stating that no 
person who serves on an advisory 
council for the EPA can receive 
grant funding from the agency 
to ensure scientific advisors are 
independent and must choose 
whether to seek grants or serve as 
an advisor. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
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“We built this farm together.  
    It has been a dream come true.”
  -Perez-Ortega Family

Meet the Perez-Ortega family at  
liveoakbank.com/perez

©2017 Live Oak Banking Company. All rights reserved. Member FDIC

POULTRY FINANCING
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The U.S. Poultry and Egg Harold E. Ford Foundation 
awarded Mississippi State University and Jones County 
Junior College checks to use in recruiting students to 
careers in the poultry industry.

MSU received $22,816 through the US Poultry 
Foundation through a grant given in part by Sanderson 
Farms to train and educate students for the advancement 
of the industry.  Mississippi State has one of six poultry 
science departments in the nation. JCJC received $1,200 
through the foundation.

The grants nationwide totaled more than $282,500 to 
six U.S. universities with poultry science departments and 
29 other institutions with industry-related programs.

“It is imperative that we strive to interest bright young 
people to study careers in the poultry industry. We need 
astute young managers to join our companies, as they will 
be the leaders of our industry tomorrow,” said Paul Hill, 
West Liberty Foods, Ellsworth, Iowa, and USPOULTRY 
Foundation chairman, in a news release about the grants. 

MISSISSIPPI STATE AWARDED 
$22,816 TO RECRUIT STUDENTS 
TO POULTRY INDUSTRY
Mark Leggett - President, Mississippi Poultry Association

CAJUN CHICKEN FRITTERS 
WITH CREOLE MUSTARD DIPPING SAUCE
Becky Beard - Administrative Assistant, Mississippi Poultry Association

3½ cups cooked, shredded chicken
1 cup flour
½ cup yellow cornmeal
½  teaspoon salt
½  teaspoon baking soda
4 eggs, separated
1 cup buttermilk
1 tablespoon butter, melted
2 teaspoons hot pepper sauce
2 teaspoons creole seasoning
4 tablespoons grated onion
¼ cup chopped green bell peppers
¼ cup chopped red bell peppers
1 tablespoon red pepper flakes

Canola oil

In large mixing bowl, combine flour, cornmeal, salt and 
baking soda.  Stir in slightly beaten egg yolks, buttermilk, 
butter, hot pepper sauce and creole seasoning.  Add grated 
onion, green and red bell peppers and chicken.  Beat egg 
whites until stiff peaks form and gently fold into batter.  
In Dutch oven, place canola oil to depth of 2 inches and 
heat over medium high heat to 375 degrees.  Drop batter 
by rounded spoonfuls or medium scoop into hot oil, 
about 5 or 6 at a time.  Fry about 3 minutes or until golden 
brown, turning once.  Drain fritters on paper towels and 
arrange on serving platter.  Serve with Creole Mustard 
Dipping Sauce.  Makes 35-40 fritters.  

Creole Mustard Dipping Sauce:  In a small bowl, 
stir together 1½ cups mayonnaise, 3 tablespoons creole 
mustard and 1½ tablespoon horseradish.  

This recipe was the Mississippi winner of the 2005 
National Chicken Cooking Contest.  Lorie Roach, 
Buckatunna, MS.  

John Starkey, president of the US Poultry & Egg Association, Bob 
Billingsley, Sanderson Farms, a member of the board of US Poultry and 
MPA and Dr. Mary Beck, head of the MSU Poultry Science Department.
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www.MSLandBank.com · Toll Free 866.560.9664

 We Understand Every 
Farmer’s Growing Needs

C L A R K S D A L E  ·  C L E V E L A N D  ·  C O R I N T H  ·  S E N A T O B I A  ·  S T A R K V I L L E  ·  T U P E L O 
I N D I A N O L A  ·  K O S C I U S K O  ·  L O U I S V I L L E  ·  N E W  A L B A N Y

Ecodrum™ is the leading supplier of in-vessel mortality composting equipment. 
Since 2007, poultry and hog producers have relied on Ecodrum™ composters to 
dispose of their mortality in a cost-effective and environmentally sensitive manner.

Composting, Simplified.

Benefits:

Learn 
more
about 

how an  
ecodrum™ 
can work 

for you!

Contact us:
701-446-6139

info@ecodrumcomposter.com
www.ecodrumcomposter.com

• Simple to operate
• Low cost operation

• Minimal electricity energy required
• Reduces odor and pathogens
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Sunbelt Rentals offers a wide range of poultry facility solutions including effi cient 
condensation control and heat treatment solutions for virus elimination. We offer 
the newest fl eet of chillers, industrial air conditioners, heaters, drying equipment, 
temporary power, blended systems and more. Designed to be self-contained, 
our equipment provides effi cient, dependable performance with easy operation 
and mobility. In addition, we offer unmatched 24/7 emergency response, turnkey 
service and highly trained specialists with the knowledge and experience to 
respond quickly to all of your needs.

24/7 EMERGENCY RESPONSE  |  888-379-7454  |  SUNBELTRENTALS.COM

Virus Elimination.
Condensation & Ice Removal.

Turnkey Services.
Sunbelt Rentals.



110 Airport Road South, Suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

Upcoming
events:

At all events involving growers, please 
practice strict biosecurity procedures

 MPA, Inc.   
 Poultry Health Seminar 
 WED., FEBRUARY 14, 8:00 a.m.
 AG & Forestry Museum, 
 Ethnic Bldg.

 MPA, Inc. 
 Legislative Reception 
 WED., FEBRUARY 21, Noon
 Galloway Methodist Church

 Deadline for applications  
 for the Mississippi Poultry  
 Foundation Scholarship
 WED., FEBRUARY 28, 5 p.m.

 MPA, Inc. 
 Poultry Management  
 School
 MAY 9-10
 MSU Poultry Science Dept.

 Breeder/Hatchery Seminar
 AUGUST 14 and 15
 Pearl Lab (14) & 
 Collins Civic Center (15)

 MPA, Inc. Convention
 SEPTEMBER 13-16 
 Hilton Sandestin Golf & 
 Tennis Resort, Destin, FL

The Grower Advisory Committee will meet 
quarterly at the call of the Chairman.

Part of the Farm Credit System

SouthernAgCredit.com       1-800-449-5742

The original Land Bank

Financing for: Farms & Ranches • Agribusiness  
Loans Country Homes • Recreational Property

Part of the Farm Credit System




