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A question that is frequently asked by Mississippi landowners 
is what can be lawfully done about persons who are trespassing - 
by doing such things as hunting within their property boundaries, 
fishing in their ponds and driving 4-wheelers through their old 
logging roads.  In Mississippi, a landowner owes no duty to 
a trespasser except to not willfully or wantonly injure him. In 
other words, don’t cause bodily harm to a trespasser.  If he is 
trespassing, he has no right to be there and you don’t owe him 

a duty to look out for his well-being, but you do need to make sure he is in fact 
a trespasser.  Whether a person appears to be taking suspicious action, such as 
taking photographs, on your property, or not, you have the right to tell him to get 
off your property and, if he doesn’t do so, to call a law enforcement officer to 
make him get off your property. 

If he has your permission to be on your property, he is considered a “licensee”.  
A landowner’s duty toward a licensee is no greater than that to a trespasser except 
to warn him of hidden or non-apparent dangers.  For example, a licensee, such as 
an electric utility workman accessing your property to get to a utility right-of-way 
should be told that a bridge in the area that he may want to cross should not be 
used since it is in bad condition and may give way.

A person who is on your property may also be an “invitee” - someone there 
for your mutual benefit.  For example, if you charge fees to fish in your lake, or 
offer paid hunts, then your guest becomes an invitee.  To an invitee, you have 
a duty as a landowner to (1) exercise reasonable care not to injure him and (2) 
warn him of any hidden dangers known to you or which you should be aware 
of in the exercise of reasonable care.  Consequently, if you’re getting paid to 
allow someone to be in a deer stand on your property, you should make sure it is 
properly secured to the tree and that it is reasonably safe.  The invitee is paying 
money for this opportunity, and therefore, you owe him a higher legal duty.

Actions you can take to stop trespassers
As hunting season approaches and trespassing incidents occur more frequently, 

you should get to know your local conservation officer and sheriff and their phone 
number. Mississippi trespass laws (especially Section 97-17-93 of the Mississippi 
Code) provide that trespassing is a misdemeanor with fines of $150 – $250 for first 
offenses; for second offenses (occurring within five (5) years) fines are increased 
to $250 – $500 and can include possible imprisonment from ten (10) to thirty 
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MSU POULTRY SCIENCE TAKES
NEW ZEALAND

Kia Ora! This past May, Dr. Tom Tabler 
and I, accompanied by Dr. Kelley 

Wamsley and Dr. Aaron Kiess, took a 
group of seven adventurous students from 
State’s Poultry Science department and 
one recruit from Animal & Dairy Science 
to New Zealand. Why New Zealand? New 
Zealand is unique in the world in being free 

of the three major exotic poultry diseases – Avian Influenza, 
Newcastle Disease and Infectious Bursal Disease (IBD) – 
which makes it one of the healthiest places in the world to 
raise chickens. For biosecurity purposes and to help maintain 
its disease-free status, raw poultry products or eggs cannot be 
imported into New Zealand. Animal welfare practices and 
guidelines are much more stringent than in the U.S. From a 
food safety standpoint, the New Zealand poultry industry has 
one of the lowest salmonella detection rates in the world – 
less than 0.02%.   

There were several other reasons for choosing New Zealand 
as well – commercial poultry practices differ considerably 
from ours, the mix of English and Maori cultures is unique and 
fascinating, English is the language, and I have connections 
there that made it easier to organize and manage from a 
distance. The proposal for this study abroad was submitted 
back in Fall 2015. It was approved and given a $3,000 College 
of Ag and Life Sciences award to help defray costs. Each 
student was given a further $1,500 scholarship by the Poultry 
Science department and, in addition, they raised money by 
selling eggs, which they purchased from the department, and 

chicken plates on campus. Before we left, we had several 
meetings with the students to discuss expectations – both 
theirs and ours – and to give them background information 
on what they should expect to see and learn with regard to 
poultry production.  

For several of the students, the 12-hour flight from LA or 
Dallas to Auckland was the first time they’d ever flown! Arriving 
in Christchurch in early May and after a day of exploring 
the city with our amazing driver, Shona Roberts, faculty at 
Lincoln University gave lectures on New Zealand history and 
New Zealand agriculture at Lincoln University to set the stage 
for our trip. We also met with personnel from Aviagen NZ and 
Tegel Foods, who introduced us to their operations. Traveling 
north, we stopped at Kaikoura, a popular beach community 
known for whale and seal watching opportunities and visited 
a winery. Here we experienced our first “backpackers” hostel 
and gently introduced the group to a more communal way 
of lodging than we’re used to here. Wellington was a longer 
stop-over, where we experienced an incredible natural and 
cultural history museum and had opportunities for the students 
to explore in small groups on their own. Here we stayed in a 
much more eclectic backpackers where students from many 
countries were staying in more long-term arrangements while 
studying or working or just traveling.  

From Wellington, we drove to Palmerston North and Massey 
University, where the only poultry science program in New 
Zealand is located. We toured the University and its poultry 
research facilities and the students spent an hour in a class 
interacting and exchanging experiences and information with 

By Dr. Mary Beck
Poultry Science Department Head
Mississippi State University

(30) days, or both. Where the trespasser has been previously 
warned by the landowner verbally, in writing, or by sign, the 
fine can be up to $500.00 and include up to six (6) months 
in jail (97-17-97).  Let the law enforcement officials help you 
deal with trespassers rather than risking potentially dangerous 
confrontations.  Trespassers will get the message soon enough 
that you’re serious about protecting your property.

Actions you should not take regarding trespassers
Don’t confuse your rights as a landowner with the “Castle 

Doctrine” law, which was amended effective July 1, 2006 to 
add strength to the law which protects those who use force 
to defend themselves in instances when they fear “imminent 
death” or “great personal injury.” The typical situation that 
occurs regarding this legal doctrine is someone breaking into 
your home late at night. There is now a legal presumption 
that the person using defensive force did in fact reasonably 
fear imminent death or great personal injury by the intruder 
if that person was in the process of or had actually entered a 

dwelling or occupied vehicle.  This should not be confused 
with what generally constitutes trespass in the context of 
recreational land.  It would be very difficult to justify using 
“defensive force” against someone you caught in your tree 
stand or fishing in your pond.

Legal vehicles that may help reduce liability to trespassers
In appropriate circumstances, it may be prudent to create a 

corporation or limited liability company to own the property 
if trespassers are encountered frequently. Liability waivers 
signed by guests as a condition to using your property and 
including hold harmless provisions in your lease agreements 
shielding you from accidents that might occur on your 
property are other tools that can also be useful in certain 
circumstances.  

If you have any questions concerning this article or would 
like additional information, please contact John Milner, MPA 
counsel, at jmilner@brunini.com or (601) 960-6842. 
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NON-IRRITATING TO EYES, SKIN AND BUDGETS.

Vs

WATER ELECTRICITYSALT

TRADITIONAL CHEMICALS

KLARION™ SYSTEM

“IF I WENT BACK TO TRADITIONAL CHEMICALS,  
HALF MY WORKERS WOULD QUIT!” 

KLARION CLEANING AND SANITIZING SYSTEM

Keeping your hatchery clean is now easier, safer and more cost-effective  
than ever before:

•  The Klarion system produces a powerful cleaner and sanitizer  
in your facility on demand in the volumes you need

•  These solutions are produced in an electrolytic cell using just water,  
salt and electricity

•  The cleaner and sanitizer are safer for employees than traditional  
chemical cleaners and sanitizers and are non-irritating to the eyes and skin.  
Workers no longer need to wear protective gear 

•  The solutions are produced in ready-to-use concentrations. The risk of  
chemical burns caused by handling concentrated chemicals is eliminated

•  Pay for what you produce; there is no investment in capital equipment.  
Users typically experience savings of 30% compared to the use  
of traditional chemicals

SEE IF YOUR HATCHERY QUALIFIES FOR A FREE TRIAL:  
VISIT KLARION.COM OR CALL 630.517.1010
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a class of undergraduates. Dr. Ravi Ravindran is a poultry 
scientist who’s been at Massey for 20 or so years with a 
flourishing nutrition program. We attended the XVIIIth annual 
New Zealand Poultry Industry Meeting on May 17, where Drs. 
Wamsley and Tabler and I gave invited talks to approximately 
100 industry personnel from around the country.  

Our next stop was Rotorua, a strong Maori area, so a new 
driver, himself a Maori tribal leader, Christopher Thompson, 
had stepped in to help us negotiate the cultural events planned 
there. These included a tour of the village, dinner cooked in 
traditional steam pits (and very good), a cultural dance and 
singing event (where the men learned to do the Haka (based 
on historic warfare rituals of intimidation) and the women 
learned to throw Poi balls. Dr. Tabler acted as our chief in 
the ritualistic greeting given us as we entered and he was our 
star Haka warrior! The overnight that evening in the Marae 
(pronounced Ma-RYE) was another first, as we each had a 
mattress on the floor around the walls of this community and 
rather spiritually important building. The matriarch of the 
village slept with us and regaled us far into the night with 
tales of ancestry and New Zealand ancient history.

After another couple of days, we reached Hobbiton for a 

tour of the Lord of the Rings filming site (a highlight for some!) 
and then finally arrived in Auckland, where we got back into 
the study of poultry production. We had tours of several 
broiler farms and a processing plant and had talks by several 
members of the New Zealand Poultry Industry Association 
and commercial producers. “Ms” Shona rejoined us in 
Auckland and, after a ferry ride to TiriTiri Matangi wildlife 
sanctuary, we traveled further north to Whangarei where we 
had our last adventures and tours, including the NZ Treaty 
Grounds and a bird recovery center, where we had actual up 
close and personal encounters with a real, live kiwi (the rare 
and elusive nocturnal New Zealand bird)!.  

Christopher, Shona, and her spouse Gavin joined us for a 
festive evening and each of us was given a personalized Maori 
“proverb” written by Christopher to capture each personality. 
As a final stop on the way back to the Auckland airport to fly 
home, we visited a feed mill that supplies most of the layer feed 
in New Zealand. It is safe to say, from the papers written from 
the journals kept, and from feedback from our drivers and the 
poultry industry folks we met, that lives were changed by this 
trip – our students’ certainly, but also theirs. We have formed 
friendships and collegial relationships, with assurances that, 
on our next trip, more doors in the industry will be open to us 
and we’ll be warmly welcomed back. Our students’ behavior 
was exemplary and drew rave reviews from everyone we met, 
along with their obvious interest in and passion for, poultry. 
For everyone on the trip, both US and NZ, Kia Ora – the 
traditional Maori greeting – has become Kia Ora, Y’all!

1.  Hobbits Anyone? The MSU Study Tour Group tours 
Hobbiton, MataMata, New Zealand

2  MSU Students interacting with Animal Science Class at 
Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand

3.  Meeting with personnel  from Aviagen & Tegal Foods in 
Christchurch, New Zealand

1

2

3
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SPEND LESS TIME CLEANING  
AND MORE TIME ON PRODUCTION.

Vs

DAILY CHECK OF  
WATER & SALT LEVELS

FILL SPRAYER

CLEAN

BY THE TIME YOU’RE READY TO CLEAN USING  
TRADITIONAL CHEMICALS, YOU COULD BE  
DONE WITH THE KLARION SYSTEM. 

KLARION CLEANING AND SANITIZING SYSTEM

Keeping your hatchery clean is now faster, safer and more cost-effective  
than ever before:

•  The Klarion system produces a powerful cleaner and sanitizer in your facility  
on demand in the concentrations and volumes you need. No need to order,  
store or dilute chemicals

•  These solutions are produced in an electrolytic cell using just water,  
salt and electricity

•  The cleaner and sanitizer are non-irritating to eyes and skin and are  
fragrance-free. No protective gear for workers is required

•  Pay for what you produce; there is no investment in capital equipment. Users 
typically experience savings of 30% compared to traditional chemical cleaners

STORE CLEANING 
CHEMICALS

MAINTAIN 
INVENTORY

FILL SPRAYERSKIN 
PROTECTION

EYE & ODOR 
PROTECTION

DILUTE

CLEAN

DISPOSE  
OF USED  

CONTAINERS

SEE IF YOUR HATCHERY QUALIFIES FOR A FREE TRIAL:  
VISIT KLARION.COM OR CALL 630.517.1010

TRADITIONAL CHEMICALS

KLARION™ SYSTEM

TRADITIONAL CHEMICALS

KLARION™ SYSTEM
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The Emerging Crops Loan Program turns 
30 next year. The program began as 

part of the Mississippi Farm Reform Act of 
1987 but was expanded in 1990 when the 
Agribusiness Enterprise (ABE) loans began 
for poultry farmers.

I talked recently with some of the people 
involved about the early days of the program 

and the current operation of ABE loans.
The first poultry loan was made in October 1990 to Marvin 

Dale Purvis a McCarty Farms grower in Rankin County at 
the time for $56,400 on four poultry houses. The no interest 
loan “made it all the more attractive when I was getting in 
the business,” said Purvis who is no longer in the poultry 
business. “It happened at the correct time for me.”

Since 1990, the program has loaned out $345.2 million. 
The amount that can be loaned through the program is limited 
to 20 percent or $200,000, whichever is less, so the total 
amount in bank loans in which the Agribusiness Enterprise 
loan has played a part is $2.24 billion.

MPA was instrumental in re-shaping the loan program at 
a time when the industry was expanding in Mississippi and 
it allowed many people to get into the poultry industry as 
growers. A total of 7,193 loans have been made through the 
program since it started and the vast majority of those have 
been poultry loans. 

The Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) has 
managed the program since 1987 when it was limited to 
blueberries, muscadines, Christmas trees, aquaculture, 
horticulture operations, or other “plant or animal crop for 
which consumers have a growing demand” and which takes 
18 months to five years to grow. The maximum loan was 
limited to $50,000.

Dan Tucker, now retired, was with the MDA in 1987 when 
he said he got a call from Lt. Gov. Brad Dye, who said, “We 
want to do something for Agriculture. Put $10 million in a 
fund. You figure out how you can use it and not lose it.”

He visited with MPA member Glen Sowell at the Federal 
Land Bank Association and the Farmers Home Administration 
to get a guarantee on the loan. “Eventually, they saw the light 
and the state money has a guarantee. At that time, interest 
rates were 7 percent and this would cut a fifth of the interest 
expense,” Tucker said.

Tucker, whose business card says, “Retired: The best 
business is no business,” remembers that all the $10 million 
had been loaned out in two years. 

The program was expanded in a 1990 special session and 
$50 million more was put into the program with loans not to 
exceed 20 percent of the total cost of a project or $200,000 
whichever is less. The loans were for new or non-traditional 
crops, plants or animals and the 18 months was removed.

Since the state is repaid by the banks and guaranteed 
by either the SBA or the Farm Services Administration, the 
amount of loans on which there has been a default is “well 
under ½ of 1%” according to Fred Rainer, who currently runs 
the program for MDA.

“When the program was created an average broiler house 
was 40 feet by 375 feet and four cost about what one big 50 

by 500 feet house costs today. Now costs are about $11 to 
$12 per square feet,” Sowell said. “The interest savings on 
the $200,000 MDA loan goes directly into net income for the 
grower.

“A four-house farm would cost $300,000 when the program 
started. Now four houses cost $1.2 million. In the beginning 
$200,000 was 20 percent of the typical poultry deal, now it is 
12-15 % of the $1.2 million,” Sowell said.

The program has been amended frequently over the years. 
In 2011 the program was amended to allow a grower to get a 
second $200,000, with a life-time cap of $400,000. This has 
helped with expansions or upgrades to farms.

Increasing the initial maximum loan to $300,000 would 
bring the program closer to the original intent of 20 percent, 
Sowell and Rainer said.

Another requirement that prevents MDA from making some 
loans is that MDA cannot make a second loan to a grower 
who may have sold his farm but then later wants to buy 
another farm because the growers must have been in business 
during the prior 24 months in order to qualify.

The Agribusiness Loan Program has made it possible for 
many growers to get into the business and to be successful. 
It was the right idea at the right time that helped Mississippi 
grow to become the fifth largest poultry producer in the 
nation.

MISSISSIPPI’S EMERGING CROPS
LOAN PROGRAM TURNS 30 IN 2017

by Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association
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ACME	  	  

VALCO	  

CUMBERLAND	  	  

ROTEM	  

HIRED	  HAND	  

PLASSON	  	  

ZIGGITY	  

LUBING	  

REEVES	  

MEDICATOR	  PARTS	  

SPACE	  RAY	  

EGAN	  	  

AND	  MUCH	  MORE!!!!	  

BRANDS  CARRIED  

	  

“FOR	  ALL	  YOUR	  POULTRY	  FARM	  NEEDS”	  
COLUMBIA	  STORE:	  601-‐731-‐2415	  

1329	  HWY	  13	  N.	  COLUMBIA	  MS	  HOURS	  8A.M.-‐4:30P.M.	  	  	  M-‐F	  

	  

WAYNESBORO	  STORE	  601-‐735-‐4371	  M-‐F	  8A.M.	  –	  5P.M.	  

113	  TURNER	  STREET	  WAYNESBORO	  MS	  

	  

We	   do	   new	   houses	   and	   retrofits	   on	   existing	  
houses	   for	   broiler,	   breeder	   and	   pullet	   farms.	  
We	  also	  are	  a	  full	  service	  poultry	  supplier	  with	  
24	  hour	  service.	  	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	   	  

	  

COLUMBIA STORE: 601-731-2415 M-F 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
1329 HWY 13 N., COLUMBIA, MS 39429

WAYNESBORO STORE: 601-735-4371 M-F 8 A.M.  - 5 P.M.
113 TURNER STREET, WAYNESBORO, MS 39367

BAY SPRINGS STORE: 601-764-2445 M-F 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
172 GEORGIA PACIFIC ROAD, BAY SPRINGS, MS 39422

 

We’re proud to be one of America’s Premier Poultry Loan providers with a unique 
perspective on the poultry industry. Our commitment to customer service, our 
financial strength and our poultry loan specialists make choosing First Financial Bank 
a sound business decision.  

   Call us today, we’ll come to you! 

Being the nation’s 
premier poultry lender 

is just the start.

510 Hwy 35 South • Carthage, MS 39051
1-888-677-7703 • carthage.ag@ffb1.com 
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CONGRESSIONAL STAFF AG TOUR

Mississippi’s Congressional  staff members responsible for 
agricultural issues learned about farm life first hand during a 
road tour that the Mississippi Poultry Association participated 
in.

Taking advantage of Congress’ August recess, the Mississippi 
Farm Bureau Federation and Mississippi State University 
arranged an educational two days for the agricultural staff 
for Mississippi’s U.S. Senators and representatives. After an 
opening roundtable discussion with the state’s commodity 
groups, the staffers went to cotton and catfish farms in Yazoo 
County, then saw a demonstration of the use of drones in 
agriculture at Hinds Community College.

Staff from both U.S. Senators and all four Congressmen 
participated in the roundtable discussion on the impact of 
agriculture in Mississippi and the concerns of the commodity 
groups.  

On the second day, the group went south to Sanderson 
Farms headquarters and MFP Farms, a broiler operation in 
Covington County, wrapping up at Tadlock Sale Barn in Forest.  
As they learned about avian influenza and good biosecurity, 
the group suited up and went into a broiler 
house to hear about the priority companies’ 
and growers’ priority on animal welfare.

During the roundtable discussion, MPA 
President Mark Leggett said the poultry 
industry is facing an unprecedented wave 
of new regulations from multiple federal 
agencies all at the same time in the last 
few months of the Obama administration. 
These include:

•  USDA rewriting the Grain Inspection 
and Stockyards Act and also changing 
the rules on what it will consider 
organic poultry and egg production 
after companies have made large 
investments under existing rules,

•  The Food and Drug Administration’s 
Veterinary Feed Directive on 
antibiotics,

•  The Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration’s Regional 
Emphasis Program where inspectors 
are targeting only poultry plants in 
selected states, and

•  The Environmental Protection Agency 
pushing its new definition of “waters 
of the U.S.” that will declare every 
ditch on a farm under federal control.

On the day of the poultry tour, MSU 
Poultry Science professor, Dr. Tom Tabler 
explained that chickens are not given 

hormones, State Veterinarian Dr.  Jim Watson showed how 
devastating to Mississippi, an avian influenza outbreak could 
be and John Hurt with First South Farm Credit talked about 
the costs and financing of poultry farms. Pic Billingsley 
spoke about Sanderson Farms’ operations and Doug McLeod 
explained how birds are cared for on the farm.

In addition to MSU, Farm Bureau, and MPA, Alcorn State 
University, American Dairy Association, Delta Council, 
Catfish Farmers of Mississippi, Livestock Marketing 
Association, Mississippi Blueberry Association, Mississippi 
Board of Animal Health, Mississippi Cattlemen’s Association, 
Mississippi Forestry Association, Mississippi Landscape 
and Nursery Association, Mississippi Rice Council, and the 
Mississippi Sweet Potato Council had representatives  illustrate 
the issues facing their industries in the state of Mississippi and 
what is to come in the future of their industry.

by MPA Staff
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With lots of insurance 
companies out there, 
only one can be the nation’s 
leading farmowners insurer 
– Nationwide® Agribusiness.

We understand your risks 
and your needs. That’s why 
we offer AgriChoice® farm 
insurance products that are 
tailored to meet your needs.

• Coverages designed 
specifi cally for your 
agribusiness operation

• Local, experienced farm 
insurance professionals

• Farm-specifi c claims 
service, 24/7

• Convenient billing options

Owning a farm takes hard 
work, and AgriChoice® 
will work hard for you. Give 
us the chance to earn your 
business today.

Something to crow about

 

AgriChoice®

America’s Choice for Farm Insurance

Underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company and its affiliates,1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50391-3000. Customers will be placed with a company based on their location 
and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, 
and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  All rights reserved. ADP7032a (0609) 00

T H E  N O W E L L  A G E N C Y,  I N C .
2010 Oak Grove Rd
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 268-8838

6645 Hwy 98 West
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-8494

1500 Old Fannin Rd
Brandon, MS 39047 
(601) 992-4444

1913 Hwy 82 West
Greenwood, MS 38930
(662) 455-9900

105 Katherine Dr 
Flowood, MS 39232 
(601) 939-7700

2270 McCullough Blvd
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 844-1944

7116 Siwell Rd
Byram, MS 39272
(601) 372-5554

Call one of our “Farm Certified” agents today!
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The Mississippi Poultry Association joined other groups 
supporting federal legislation to lift the travel ban and 

restrictions on trade with Cuba. 
With the support of Senate Appropriations Committee 

Chairman Thad Cochran, the committee in June passed 
legislation to repeal both. The U.S. House has two amendments 
to H.R.5485, the Financial Services and General Government 
Appropriations Act that will repeal the travel ban and trade 
restrictions. 

Sales of poultry to Cuba have been allowed since 2000 but 
the sales have to be cash-only transactions. The legislation 
would allow financing that could increase the sales volume 
from Mississippi poultry plants. Cuba imports about 80 
percent of its food.

Rice is another Mississippi crop that could be in high 
demand in Cuba. Cuba has the highest per capita rice 
consumption of any country in the Western Hemisphere 
Other Mississippi groups joining in the effort to repeal the 
travel ban and the trade restrictions include the Mississippi 
Farm Bureau Federation and the Mississippi Manufacturers 
Association.

President of Engage Cuba, James Williams, said 
“Mississippi businesses are stuck on the sidelines as our 
foreign competitors continue to take advantage of Cuba’s 
growing markets. Opening up trade with Cuba would 
provide tremendous opportunities for Mississippi agriculture, 
shipping and manufacturing sectors and support Cuba’s 
growing private sector.”

Roughly 17 percent of poultry production in Mississippi 
is exported worldwide, according to the Mississippi World 
Trade Center.  Mississippi exports about 
3,500 metric tons per month to Cuba, 
which ranks 5th as an export destination 
for Mississippi poultry the WTC reports.

 “Cuba has been a major importer 
of Mississippi poultry products. With 
last year’s avian influenza outbreak the 
exports to Cuba dropped off and we need 
to work to rebuild and increase exports 
to this island nation 90 miles from the 
United States,” said Mark Leggett, MPA 
president.

As Cuba’s markets grow with the rise 
of tourism and the increasing purchasing 
power of 11 million Cubans, demand for 
high-quality U.S. exports will continue 
to rise. With good ports and Mississippi’s 
proximity to Cuba, Mississippi is uniquely 
positioned to be an international leader 
in exports to Cuba.

Engage Cuba has similar state councils 
in Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, Iowa, 

Louisiana, Minnesota, Ohio, Tennessee, and Texas. Some of 
these states have made trade missions to Cuba to sign deals to 
get their state’s poultry products on purchasing lists.  Others 
on the Mississippi Council include state elected officials, 
legislators, business owners and officials from Mississippi 
State University and other educational institutions. 

Mississippi exported almost $400 million in poultry 
products worldwide in 2014 according to the USDA.

The U.S. House of Representatives’ Agriculture Committee 
held a hearing on Sept. 15 on the “Agricultural Export 
Expansion Act” by Congressman Rick Crawford (R-AR) and 
Ted Poe (R-TX). The legislation would remove financing 
restrictions on exporting agricultural products to Cuba. Other 
groups supporting the bill, H.R. 3687 include the National 
Chicken Council and the Mississippi Rice Council. MPA 
contacted the state’s House delegation to urge support for the 
legislation.

The Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Act of 2000 made 
it legal to export agriculture to Cuba; the proposed legislation 
would simply allow farmers to export competitively. Cuba 
is already buying agricultural products from our foreign 
competitors. This legislation would allow farmers to regain 
market share that is being lost to countries who can offer more 
favorable financing options, not provide more revenue for the 
Cuban government.  This legislation, which would allow for 
private financing, would not put the U.S. government or U.S. 
taxpayers on the hook.

MPA SUPPORTS LEGISLATION
ON TRADE WITH CUBA

by Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Farmer direct distribution, as opposed to the traditional supply chain, means 
we can offer the highest quality bins at the lowest possible price. Heavier bins built entirely 

of stronger, structural steel with an extended 5-year warranty. We have bins in stock as 
close as your local Georgia Poultry store. Call us for a quote today.
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On July 29th, 2016, President 
Barack Obama signed National 

Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard (S. 
764) into law. The National Bioengineered 
Food Disclosure Standard was introduced 
by Senators Pat Roberts (R–KS) and Debbie 
Stabenow (D–MI), the top lawmakers on the 
Senate Agriculture Committee. The bipartisan 

legislation will block states from passing mandatory labeling 
laws and require food manufacturers to use one of three 
different labels to inform consumers of the presence of GMOs 
in products. This bill was taken up after Vermont’s mandatory 
GMO-labeling law took effect on July 1, 2016. The Roberts-
Stabenow bill was supported by large food and agriculture 
groups including the Grocery Manufacturers Association, 
Farm Bureau Federation, American Soybean Association, 
and—surprisingly, the Organic Trade Association.

Stated in the legislation, manufacturers can comply 
with the new law by providing a label that includes a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) symbol indicating the 
presence of GMOs, print a label using plain language, or 
add a scanner- or smartphone-readable QR code that links to 
ingredient information. Small businesses also have the option 
to place a telephone number or internet website on packages 
that would direct customers to additional information. The 
law gives the USDA 2 years to decide which products require 
labeling but it has already been stated that the bill exempts 
those foods where meat, poultry, and egg products are the 
main ingredient. Furthermore, the language prohibits the 
Secretary of Agriculture from considering any food product 
derived from an animal to be bioengineered solely because 

the animal may have eaten bioengineered feed. 
It is believed by many that the new law will help give 

consumers transparency in ingredient information and 
require the disclosure of genetically engineered ingredients 
for families across the nation. The new law also will allow for 
a consistent national standard for GMO labeling instead of all 
states coming up with separate standards for food packages. 
Before the passage of the bill, the food industry warned that if 
states have different GMO labeling requirements, businesses 
would have to spend more money to comply with them. With 
individual state requirements, the consumer would have had 
to take on higher costs. Before the passing of the S. 764, many 
major food companies such as General Mills, Kellogg’s, Mars, 
and the Campbell Soup Co. had already started labeling 
their products containing GMO ingredients to comply with 
Vermont’s law before.  

The new law did come with some push-back. Proponents 
of labeling, and of Vermont’s law, were quick to express their 
disappointment. They believe the bill lacks penalties for non-
compliance and it could exempt genetically engineered 
ingredients from labeling requirements. They also believe that 
many consumers will not use the smartphone readable QR 
codes to check ingredient information in deciding whether or 
not to buy a product.

The bill grants the USDA authority to audit businesses for 
compliance, but leaves enforcement to the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) by making the knowing failure to 
disclose genetically modified and genetically engineered 
ingredients a “prohibited act” under the Food, Drug & 
Cosmetic Act.

GMO LABELING BECOMES LAW
by Thomas Mills
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

Would you like 
to advertise in 

Emerging Trends?
Call 601-932-7560 for more information!
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The common bed bug (Cimex lectularius 
L.) is a hematophagous (feeds on blood) 

insect that can be a major pest in poultry 
breeder facilities. Several other species exist 
and are occasionally important, including 
the bat bug (C. pilosellus), the barn swallow 
bug (Oeciacus vicarious), and the poultry bug 
or Mexican chicken bug (Haematosiphon 

inodorus) (Roe, 2000). However, the common bed bug is the 
most often encountered species. Bed bugs belong to a family 
of insects called Cimicidae. Members of this insect family are 
small, oval, flat, hard- bodied, flightless insects in which the 
wings are absent or reduced to stubs (Figure 1).

All members of this family of insects feed exclusively on 
blood.

Bed bugs have been around for thousands of years; they 
are mentioned in medieval European texts and classical Greek 
writings back to the time of Aristotle (Potter, 2012). However, 
many people in the U.S. have no knowledge of them because 
they have not been a problem for 50 years or more. They 
remained in check by use of synthetic insecticides. However, 
the increased use of localized baits, reduced use of insecticide 
sprays for control of cockroaches and ants (which also helped 
control bed bugs), less effective insecticides available on the 
market, lack of public awareness, and decrease in societal 
vigilance has helped fuel the current bed bug resurgence.

Life Cycle
The life cycle of the common bed bug consists of the egg, 

five stages of nymphs (each progressively larger than the 
preceding), and adults (Steelman, 2000) (Figure 2).

Each immature nymph stage must take a blood meal in order 
to develop into the next stage. Like all insects, bed bugs have 
their skeleton on the outside of their bodies (exoskeleton) and, 
therefore, must shed their exoskeleton in order to grow larger 
(Miller and Polanco, n.d.). Adult bed bugs must also take regular 
blood meals to reproduce. Adult bed bugs are reddish-brown 
in color, while the nymphs and eggs are yellowish-white.

Three to four generations per year are possible, although 

one or two generations are usually more common. A female 
bed bug can lay 50 to 350 eggs in her lifetime. Eggs usually 
hatch in about 10 days. However, at temperatures above 70°F, 
eggs can hatch 6 to 17 days after laying; they may take up to 
28 days at lower temperatures (Roe, 2000). The time within 
each of the five nymph stages depends upon the temperature 
and how soon the nymphs are able to obtain a blood meal. 
In a poultry facility, because the chickens provide a readily 
available blood supply, temperature is usually the determining 
factor. At 80°F, the interval between nymph stages is about 4 
days. Therefore, the entire life cycle from egg to adult requires 
about 30 days (Steelman, 2000). Both nymphs and adults 
can survive several months without a blood meal. This makes 
it quite easy for a bed bug infestation to survive through the 
downtime between breeder flocks and then, once a new flock 
is placed, start feeding on the new flock.

Recent Resurgence
Bed bugs have recently regained worldwide attention 

because of their resurgence into dwellings shared by humans, 
such as homes, hotels, apartments, homeless shelters, and 
college dorm rooms (Figure 3). In the developed world, bed 
bugs were thought to have been largely eradicated as pests 
in the 1940s and 1950s due to the widespread use of DDT. 
However, populations have always existed in locations such 
as Central and South America, Europe, Africa, and the Middle 
East. It is possible that populations were never truly wiped out 
in the United States. Bed bugs may have simply found alternate 
hosts (chickens, for example) for a few years as their numbers 
increased. 

Reasons for their recent resurgence are not fully understood 
but may include increased long-range air travel, ability of 
bed bugs to disperse locally, reduction in the use of residual 
insecticides, and movement of bed bugs from birds to bats to 
domesticated birds and then to humans (Steelman et al., 2008). 
Insecticide resistance in bed bugs is a serious problem, having 
first been observed with DDT (Lofgren et al., 1958), later with 
malathion and diazinon (Feroz, 1968), and, more recently, 
with pyrethroids (Romero et al., 2006). This current resurgence 
trend could be a result of increased use of insecticide baits, 
which bed bugs do not consume, to control cockroaches and 
similar pests, and a lower number of active ingredients effective 
against bed bugs.

Although active dispersal of bed bugs can be important, 
passive dispersal is almost exclusively their dispersal method 

BED BUGS: DIFFICULT PESTS TO 
CONTROL IN POULTRY BREEDER FLOCKS

by Dr. Tom Tabler
Mississippi State University 
Extension Service, Poultry Science 
Department

Figure 1. Bed bugs have been  
around for thousands of years  
and  are  making a comeback.

Figure 2. Adult bed  bugs,  
nymphs, and  shell casings.

Figure 3. Bed bugs on a mattress.

Continued on page 17
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Sunbelt Rentals offers a wide range of poultry facility solutions including effi cient 
condensation control and heat treatment solutions for virus elimination. We offer 
the newest fl eet of chillers, industrial air conditioners, heaters, drying equipment, 
temporary power, blended systems and more. Designed to be self-contained, 
our equipment provides effi cient, dependable performance with easy operation 
and mobility. In addition, we offer unmatched 24/7 emergency response, turnkey 
service and highly trained specialists with the knowledge and experience to 
respond quickly to all of your needs.

24/7 EMERGENCY RESPONSE  |  888-379-7454  |  SUNBELTRENTALS.COM

Virus Elimination.
Condensation & Ice Removal.

Turnkey Services.
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(Steelman et al., 2008). They are very efficient at hitchhiking 
and can be transported in or on luggage, clothing, beds, 
furniture, and so forth. They can easily move from the chicken 
house to your dwelling house on clothes, shoes, purses, and so 
forth. Bed bugs can arrive at poultry facilities as eggs, nymphs, 
or adults attached to boxes, clothing, cages, slats, litter removal 
equipment, or other equipment brought from infested poultry 
facilities. They can also arrive on replacement roosters or on 
pullets and roost- ers when a new breeder flock is placed on 
the farm.

Behavior and Control
It only takes one female to cause serious problems. One 

impregnated female bed bug can produce a well-developed 
infestation in the breeder house within a few months. She does 
not need a male present for this to happen. While it is true that 
she will eventually run out of sperm and have to mate again to 
fertilize additional eggs, she can mate with her own offspring 
after they become adults to continue the cycle. Due to the 
large number of eggs that a female can produce under the right 
conditions and with access to a host, bed bug populations can 
eventually double every 16 days.

Bed bugs have a unique method of mating called traumatic 
insemination. In traumatic insemination, because the female’s 
body has no natural opening for reception of sperm, the male’s 
reproductive organ is stabbed through the female’s body wall 
and releases sperm into the female’s body cavity. Over the next 
several hours, the sperm migrate to the ovaries and fertilize 
the eggs. Studies have shown that the process of healing from 
traumatic insemination has a significant impact on the female’s 
ability to produce eggs. Females that mate only once will 
produce 25 percent more eggs than females that are mated 
repeatedly (Miller and Polanco, n.d.). Access to blood meals 
will determine how many eggs a female will produce in her 
lifetime. The more meals she is able to take, the greater the 
number of eggs she will produce.

Bed bugs are, for the most part, nocturnal insects.
However, they may occasionally feed during the day if 

extremely hungry and the light levels are dim. They spend 
the majority of their time hiding in cracks and crevices where 
they are unseen and will not be disturbed. This makes them 
very difficult to control in breeder houses because of the 
abundance of hiding places such as slats, nest boxes, curtain 
folds, and numerous cracks and crevices. The young and adults 
of both sexes feed exclusively on blood. They have beak-like 
mouthparts that pierce the skin of the host and allow them to 
withdraw blood. A bed bug will feed for 5 to 10 minutes, after 
which it will leave its host and return to a hiding place to begin 
digesting its meal. Bed bugs generally feed every 3 to 7 days. 
Therefore, at any given time, most bed bugs are hiding out and 
digesting a meal and not feeding on your chickens.

Heavy infestations of bed bugs in chicken houses may lead to 
excessive feather loss, cloacal irritation, lesions on the breasts 
and legs, and possibly anemia in severe cases (Goddard and 
Edwards, 2012). Because of the stress a severe infestation can 
place on a breeder flock, production may suffer. This could 
be in the form of fewer egg numbers, lower fertility, and/or 
decreased hatchability. Feed intake and feed per dozen hatching 
eggs may also be affected. Even though bed bugs feed on the 
blood of humans, chickens, and other warm-blooded creatures 
and are a major nuisance for those individuals dealing with an 
infestation, they apparently do not transmit disease. However, 

and especially if they move from the chicken house to your 
dwelling house, infestations can cause insomnia, discomfort, 
embarrassment, and anxiety.

Bed bugs are very difficult to control, especially with birds 
on the farm. Many products no longer work well because 
of insecticide resistance, and insecticide applications must 
reach harborage locations (not the birds), which is not always 
possible. In addition, labeling applications limit the number 
of products that can be applied when birds are present. Some 
products that can be used with birds on the farm include 
per- methrin formulations, Ravap EC (tetrachlorvinphos and 
dichlorvos), and Rabon. It is usually easier to gain control of 
a bed bug infestation after the birds have been removed and 
the houses thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. After cleaning, 
an insecticide with good residual activity can be applied to 
cracks, crevices, curtains, ceiling seams and attics, nest boxes, 
slats, and other harborage sites. Insecticides with residual 
activity labeled for use when birds are not on the farm include 
OxyFly (Lamba-cyhalothrin), Tempo 20WP (Cyfluthrin), and 
Tempo SC Ultra (beta-cyfluthrin). Diatomaceous earth has 
also been used as an alternative to chemical insecticides with 
varying degrees of success that seem to be somewhat weather-
dependent (applying when the humidity is low seems to work 
better than when humidity is high).

Heat treatment can be used to kill bed bugs when chickens 
are absent from the facility. Sustained heating of the structure to 
130°F for a few hours should kill the bed bugs and their eggs. 
It would be best to contact a pest management professional 
to determine if the company has the equipment and expertise 
necessary to heat treat a structure as large as a breeder facility. 
An outside-perimeter, residual insecticide application is also 
recommended to kill bed bugs trying to escape from the heat.

Summary
Bed bugs are blood-feeding insects that are very difficult to 

control in poultry breeder houses. They have been around for 
thousands of years, but most people in the U.S. (including many 
entomologists) had never seen one until recently because they 
were thought to have been almost wiped out in this country. 
However, that was not the case and they have made a dramatic 
resurgence over the last 10 to 20 years. They are extremely 
difficult to control in breeder operations if there are birds on the 
farm. Products that can be used with birds present are limited, 
and many products no longer work extremely well because the 
bugs have developed at least some level of resistance to many 
chemicals that have been used in the past. Generally, the pests 
are easier to control in between flocks when the house can be 
cleaned, disinfected, and treated with stronger chemicals that 
are labeled for use only when the birds are gone and the house 
is empty. Diatomaceous earth is an alternative to chemical 
treatment. Even with the birds gone, however, treating the 
house may not result in total eradication. There are simply too 
many hiding places in a chicken house. You must constantly, 
vigilantly monitor your houses.

A note of caution: Not all chemical products may be legal in 
your state. Check with your integrator, county Extension office, 
or other regulatory official before using any insecticide in or 
around your poultry houses. Even if a product is legal in your 
state, CHECK WITH YOUR INTEGRATOR BEFORE USING to 
make sure it is on their approved list of products safe to use 
in or around chicken houses. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW 
LABEL DIRECTIONS FOR SAFE USE OF ANY PESTICIDE!
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FALL BREEDER
HATCHERY SEMINAR 2016

by MPA Staff

The Mississippi Poultry Association’s Education and 
Research Committee hosted this year’s Breeder and 

Hatchery Seminar at two locations on August 16 and 17. 
The Mississippi State Diagnostics Lab in Pearl provided the 
location on August 16, while the Collins Civic Center in 
Collins served as the location on August 17. There were more 
than 100 participants who attended the Pearl and/or Collins 
location. Attendance consisted of hatchery managers and 
personnel, breeder and pullet managers, service technicians, 
allied members, and sponsors.

The goal of the seminar 
was to provide attendees 
information concerning 
recent developments and 
practices that could increase 
the overall efficiency and 
productivity of hatcheries 
and farms. Topics covered at 
the seminars were: Unique Breeder Management Techniques 
in Central America (Dr. Leonel Mejia, Cobb Vantress), Best 
Practices in the Breeder House for Transferring from Rear 
to Move (Daren Rakestraw, Aviagen), Egg Sanitization (Dr. 
Craig Coufal, Texas A&M), In Ovo Pre/Probiotics (Dr. Aaron 
Kiess, Mississippi State University), Optimizing In Ovo 
Technology (Eric Nixon and Tucker Beilmann, Zoetis), Poultry 
Welfare – Consideration of Euthanasia Strategies (Dr. Morgan 
Farnell, Texas A&M), Hatchery Management: Simple Stuff’s 
Important (Ross Pratt, Aviagen), Chick Terms Prior to hatch 
and Subsequent Nutritional Needs (Dr. Ed Moran, Auburn 
University), Seven Day Mortality (Dr. Leonard Fussell, Cobb 
Vantress), Bed Bugs (Robert Rowland, MWI Animal Health).

MPA would like to thank our sponsors: Aviagen, Casco 
Products, Cobb-Vantress, Mississippi State Poultry Science 
Department, MWI Animal Health and Zoetis for graciously 
providing sponsorship and speakers to this year’s seminar.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
SOUTHERN AGCREDIT

Southern AgCredit has been serving the agriculture and 
rural community in Mississippi for 100 years, and is a 

proud member of the nationwide Farm Credit System, which 
was created by Congress in 1916 to insure a source of funds 
for the nation’s farmers. Congress injected the seed capital 
to create a financial institution that is customer owned and 
customer managed. In 2009, Southern AgCredit became an 
Agricultural Credit Association, which expanded our lending 
authority from strictly rural land loans to also include short-
term operating, livestock and equipment loans. We are 
structured as a borrower-owned lending cooperative, so our 
customer/owners share in the success of the institution. As a 
matter of fact, because of the strong performance, since 1995, 
Southern AgCredit has declared more than $100 million in 
patronage, including $8 million in cash for the 2015 year 
that was paid in February 2016. Patronage refunds reduce our 
customers’ cost of borrowing money.  

Southern AgCredit has been working with poultry producers 
for as long as we have been in business. We believe no one 
knows the poultry industry, or has closer ties to it, than Southern 
AgCredit and no one understands the resources available to 
you better than we do. As the industry has grown from local 
egg operations to the large broiler houses of today, we have 
been right alongside those producers while they grew and 
expanded their family farms. Cooper Stringer, Vice-President 
at Southern AgCredit’s Newton Branch, credits Southern 
AgCredit to being “unlike other lenders, Southern AgCredit 
is devoted specifically to serving the agriculture industry. 
Southern AgCredit prides ourselves as being experts in the 
field and willing to go the extra mile or down the long turn 
row for our borrowers.” At Southern AgCredit, we continue 
to successfully tailor each loan to the individual needs of the 
operation being financed. We are an FSA-Approved Lender 

and can work with you to get an FSA guarantee. We invest 
a lot of resources into talent development which is why the 
Southern AgCredit team is the best in the business. When 
asked about service Brent Barry, Vice-President of Southern 
AgCredit’s Hattiesburg Branch stated and believes “our staff 
works hard to meet the sometimes complex needs of our 
borrowers, especially those in specialized industries like 
poultry.  It takes commitment to put in the time and effort to 
learn an industry as specialized as the poultry industry.” As 
a matter of fact, for many years, our customers consistently 
rate us the best of the best and refer their friends and family.  
From industry knowledge to turnaround time to competitive 
products, we are committed to exceeding expectations every 
time.

On July 17 of this year we celebrated 100 years of 
providing financing for Mississippi’s agricultural producers, 
agribusinesses, and rural residents. Southern AgCredit is a 
full-service, locally owned cooperative lender specializing in 
financing rural land and agricultural operations in Mississippi 
and Louisiana. We serve the fifty most southern counties 
in Mississippi and eleven parishes in Northwest Louisiana. 
From the Gulf Coast to the Ark-La-Tex, we provide financing 
solutions for a wide array of operations, including loans for 
land, improvements, agribusinesses, country homes, operating 
capital, livestock and equipment. Southern AgCredit is home 
to the largest portfolio of Mississippi rural real estate loans 
and over 1 billion in total assets.
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Chicken Farming 
Has Never 

Been“Cooler”

POULTRY FACILITIES LOANS

BankPlus has a strong commitment to agriculture and to 
integrated poultry lending. For over 100 years BankPlus 
has built our success on providing Mississippi farmers 
with customized financial services, great products and 

support that promotes agricultural production. 

Our loan officers understand the unique challenges that 
modern farming operations face and are equipped with 
the skills and expertise to craft flexible loan products to 

meet your individual needs.

Promotion subject to change and/or may be cancelled at any time. 
All loan applications subject to credit approval.  Certain fees may apply.

www.BankPlus.net

FREE GIFT!
Retro Fit, Refinance or Purchase your poultry  

facility with a $500K+ loan from BankPlus and 
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Environmental Law Group

Brunini’s environmental team is
“one of the premier practices in the state”
and represents major manufacturers and

private industry clients.

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 
litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance is-
sues as well as due diligence and transactional matters.  
John Milner was noted by Chambers USA as being 
“instrumental in developing Brunini’s environmental 
practice” into the leadership position it holds today.

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 
Poultry Association and has special expertise in poul-
try-related environmental issues.  Partners Gene Wasson 
also has impressive abilities in the environmental sector.

Columbus
662-240-9744

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

www.brunini.com

Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certification 
of expertise.  Any decision with respect to legal service should 
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BANKPLUS SCHOLARSHIP GOES TO XI WANG
RESEARCHING ANTIBIOTIC REPLACEMENTS

by MPA Staff

A Mississippi State 
University graduate 

student’s research to reduce 
the use of antibiotics in 
broiler chickens won 
the BankPlus-Mississippi 
Poultry Foundation 
Scholarship.

Ms. Xi Wang’s research 
was selected from six applications from MSU students 
submitted to receive the $1,000 travel grant. She presented 
her research findings at the Poultry Science Association annual 
meeting in New Orleans in July. Ms. Xi is a native of China, 
who is pursuing a doctorate degree in poultry science at MSU. 
She is working with Drs. David Peebles, Aaron Keiss, Kelly 
Wamsley and Wei Zhai on the research project.

Dietary antibiotics have been used for decades to control 
intestinal diseases in broiler chickens. However, due to 
the concerns of emergence of antibiotic-resistant bacteria, 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration started plans to 
reduce antibiotic use in broiler feed. However, the removal 
of antibiotics from feed has led to an increased incidence 
of intestinal diseases and subsequent growth performance 
problems in broilers.

“Ms. Xi’s research to develop alternatives to antibiotics 

could solve the urgent problems faced by poultry industry. 
The outcome of her research will assist the broiler industry 
in improving health of chickens, nutritional efficiency, and 
meat yield of broilers when using antibiotic alternatives in 
diets,” said Dr. Mary Beck, head of the MSU Poultry Science 
Department.  

The BankPlus-Mississippi Poultry Foundation scholarship is 
given to a graduate or undergraduate with a 3.25 GPA based 
on research activities. BankPlus is one of the state’s major 
lenders for poultry farms.

“At BankPlus our core purpose is to enrich lives and build 
stronger communities. With those values in mind, BankPlus is 
honored that Xi Wang has been chosen to receive the BankPlus 
Foundation Scholarship for 2016. Our hope is that Ms. Xi will 
be able to use this scholarship to enhance her educational 
experience while positively impacting the poultry industry,” 
said Kenny Willamson, First Vice President - Commercial 
Lending Group

Other applicants’ research focused on the use of probiotics 
and organic acids in broiler chicken performance, Salmonella 
and the influence of feed form and diet phase of broiler 
chickens. 

The Mississippi Poultry Foundation would like to thank 
BankPlus for their generosity and congratulate Ms. Wang for 
her work.
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2016 INTERNATIONAL PAPER
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

by MPA Staff

Four Mississippi State University graduate students working 
with poultry science professors on research funded by 

members of the Mississippi Poultry Association received the 
2016 International Paper Scholarship.
Claudia Castaneda, Courtney Ennis, Tomi Obe, and Xi 

Wang will split $5,000 donated to the Mississippi Poultry 
Foundation by International Paper. 
This is the third year that International Paper has funded the 

scholarship through the Mississippi Poultry Foundation and 
the second year that the award has been based on research 
priorities of the Mississippi Initiative for Poultry Industry 
Research (MIPIR)
Recipients must be a full-time graduate student enrolled in 

Poultry Science or related field at Mississippi State University, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, have a Grade Point Average 
of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale and be engaged in research identified 
as part of the MPIR funded by members of the Mississippi 
Poultry Association.
“The poultry industry is very important to International Paper 

and we are glad to support these bright students who are 
searching for solutions to some of the most important issues 
facing the industry today,” said Stephen Howell, IP Plant 
Manager for the Bay Minette, Ala. container plant.
The research initiative identified four areas of research 

important to the industry including inovo injections of 
probiotics, the use of feed additives to improve gut health, 
and the use of antimicrobials against salmonella and 
campylobacter. 
Castaneda worked with Dr. Aaron Kiess on research 

evaluating the potential for probiotics, a live beneficial 

bacterial culture, to be injected into eggs, as an alternative 
to antibiotics. Ms. Castaneda is a native of Honduras and 
received her undergraduate degree from Zamorano Pan-
American University.
Ennis worked with Dr. Kelly Wamsley assisting with research 

on nutritional strategies to improve broiler performance and 
gut health. The research looked at wheat as a feed alternative 
with increased cocci vaccine and feed enzymes to aid 
digestion. Ms. Ennis, pursuing a master’s degree in poultry 
nutrition earned her bachelor’s degree in poultry science at 
Auburn University.
Tomilola Obe, a native of Nigeria, is to complete her M.S. in 

Poultry Science with a concentration in food safety.  She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in agricultural economics in Nigeria and 
a BS in poultry science from MSU. She is working with Dr. 
Chander Sharma on exploring the use of antimicrobials on 
strains of salmonella resistant to antibiotics. She worked for 
one year for Peco Foods as a production supervisor. 
Ms Wang, pursuing her Ph.D. at MSU, graduated from China 

Agricultural University and received her master’s degree in 
poultry nutrition from MSU. She is working with Dr. Wei 
Zhai on the effectiveness of using prebiotics and probiotics to 
replace antibiotics and maintain broiler gut health.
International Paper’s scholarship helps train the next 

generation of poultry industry leaders who are at work on 
solving problems the Mississippi poultry industry, the state’s 
largest agricultural industry faces today. The Mississippi 
Poultry Foundation offers 6 different types of scholarships.

1. Tomi Obe
2 Courtney Ennis
3. Claudia Castaneda
4. Xi Wang

1

2

3 4
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The Mississippi Poultry Association wants to allow our 
members to show support for Mississippi’s #1 Agriculture 

Commodity with our brand new front license plates for our 
members.

Continuing to spread the message of how vital the poultry 
industry is to Mississippi allows for poultry producers and 
industry specialist to show pride in their work.  The Mississippi 
Poultry Association hopes that with this new license plate, 
you can show support of poultry and continue to make it 
Mississippi’s #1 Agriculture Commodity for years to come!  

The continued growth and success of the poultry industry 
in Mississippi is our #1 priority.  We believe that spreading 
the word about how great our poultry producers are will help 
continue that success.  If you would like a front license plate, 
please contact the MPA office at (601) 932-7560 and we will 
get one to you. 

MPA POULTRY FRONT LICENSE
PLATES ARE HERE!

by Thomas Mills
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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COMMUNITYBANK.NET   ®COMMUNITY BANK   MEMBER FDIC

BEBE WILLIAMS NMLS #415388   CORY RAWSON NMLS #409191   JOSHUA JONES NMLS #759514   RYAN REEVES NMLS #1121842

Decades of poultry lending experience.

Excellent loan options available for constructing, purchasing 
and refinancing all types of houses or farms.

#1 in Mississippi in loan volume by the Small Business 
Administration.

ELLISVILLE / 601-477-9361
LAUREL / 601-649-5770
FOREST / 601-469-1611

Meet your poultry specialists.

Bebe Williams Cory Rawson Joshua Jones Ryan Reeves
SENIOR VICE
PRESIDENT

SENIOR VICE
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT ASSISTANT VICE
PRESIDENT

John Alumbaugh, Broker
john@6015063350.com • www.picketfencesrealty.com

Want “SOLD” on yours?

CALL TODAY!
601.506.3350

SOLD
258 Acres, Collins, MS

SOLD
6 House Broiler,

Lena, MS

SOLD
12 House Broiler,
Philadelphia, MS

SOLD
4 House Broiler Farm, 

Union, MS

SOLD
4 House Breeder,

Mt. Olive, MS



Growing Mississippi’s Economy Since 1937 • 29

CHICKEN WINGS WITH GRILLED
GINGER PLUM COULIS

Nutritional Information
Per Serving: 550 calories; 34 g fat; 10 g saturated fat; 11 g 
carbohydrate; 1 g fiber; 8 g sugars; 48 g protein

Serving Size: 4

Preparation
1. Season wings with salt and 1 teaspoon pepper. Heat 
grill to medium high. 2. Place seasoned chicken wings 
and plum halves, cut side down, on grill. Reduce heat 
to medium and close grill cover. Grill plums for about 
4 minutes on each side until soft but not falling apart.  
Remove plums to the bowl of a blender of food processor. 
3. Increase heat on grill to medium high. Continue to cook 
wings for about 8-10 minutes. Turn and grill for 10-15 minutes. 
Wings should register 170º F when tested with an instant read 
thermometer. Remove to a serving platter. 4. While wings 
are grilling, to the plums add vinegar, hoisin sauce, ginger, 
soy, ¼ teaspoon pepper, and scallions. Process until smooth.   
Measure out ¼ cup plum coulis and reserve remaining sauce. 
5. During the last 3-4 minutes of grilling, baste wings with ¼ 
cup plum coulis. 6. Drizzle wings with remaining coulis or 
serve coulis in a bowl on the side for dipping. Sprinkle wings 
with chopped cilantro and serve immediately.

Ingredients
* 4 pounds chicken wings, tips removed and cut at the joint 
* 2 teaspoons salt 
* 1 teaspoon + ¼ teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
* 4 plums, halved and pitted 
* 1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar 
* 2 teaspoons hoisin sauce 
* 1 teaspoon minced ginger 
* 1 teaspoon soy sauce 
* ¼ cup sliced scallions 
* ¼ cup chopped fresh cilantro

SENATOBIA · CLARKSDALE · CLEVELAND · CORINTH · TUPELO 
STARKVILLE · NEW ALBANY · INDIANOLA · KOSCIUSKO · LOUISVILLE

www.mslandbank.com · toll free  866.560.9664

Build your 
nest egg.

At Mississippi Land Bank, we don’t count 
your chickens before they hatch. Instead, 
we come up with flexible rates and terms 
to help you succeed from the beginning. 
And our unparalleled experience in the 
industry will give you the tools you need 
to hatch a successful business. Now that’s 
something to crow about.

fa r m l a n d  f i n a n c i n g

Souce: National Chicken Council
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CONTACT:
WILKS INSURANCE AGENCY

HWY 11 SOUTH, LAUREL, MS 601.426.3350

YOU COULD SAVE 
THOUSANDS!

POULTRY INSURANCE

ALL IN ONE POLICY!
AVAILABLE STATEWIDE!
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NOVEMBER ELECTIONS

The November 8 ballot will include candidates for President, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Mississippi Supreme Court 

and Court of Appeals and some special legislative elections. 
All incumbent Congressmen have opposition. Three of the 

four Supreme Court races will be contested and two of the three 
Court of Appeals (COA) races will be contested. The nine justices 
on the Supreme Court are elected from three districts and the 10 
COA judges are elected from five districts. 

Below is information on the candidates.  The information on 
the non-partisan judicial candidates is from BIPEC, the Business 
and Industry Political Education Committee. The candidates in 
bold have been endorsed by BIPEC and are supported by the 
Mississippi Poultry Association Political Action Committee. 

SUPREME COURT
District 1 Place 3 / Central District: (Justice Jim Kitchens, 
Incumbent)

•  Justice Kenny Griffis (Currently serves on the COA and 
successfully ran for re-election in Nov 2014)

•  Justice Jim Kitchens - was elected to the Supreme Court 
2008

District 3 Place 1 / Northern District: (Justice Ann Lamar, 
appointed by Gov. Haley Barbour in 2007, is not running for 
re-election.)

•  John Brady – Columbus attorney at Mitchell, McNutt & 
Sam’s

•  Bobby Chamberlin –  Circuit Court judge from Hernando 
in a district covering DeSoto, Panola, Tallahatchie, Tate and 
Yalobusha counties

•  Steve Crampton – Tupelo attorney who has been an 
attorney for legal groups including Liberty Counsel and the 
American Family Association Center for Law & Policy

•  James T. Kitchens – Circuit Court Judge from Caledonia in 
a district covering Clay, Oktibbeha, Lowndes and Noxubee 
counties (not current SC Justice Kitchens)

District 3 Place 2 / Northern District: (Justice Jimmy Maxwell, 
Incumbent)

•  Jimmy Maxwell (unopposed) served on the Court of 
Appeals from 2009 until Gov. Phil Bryant appointed him 
to the Supreme Court in January to succeed former Justice 
David Chandler

District 2 Place 2 / Southern District: (Justice Dawn Beam, 
Incumbent)

•  Justice Dawn Beam (Appointed by Governor Bryant to fill 
retiring Justice Randy Pierce’s vacant seat)

• Michael T. Shareef – Attorney from McComb

COURT OF APPEALS
District 2 Place 2: (Justice Ceola James, Incumbent)

• Justice Ceola James – Seeking a second term
• Latrice Westbrooks  – attorney from Jackson

District 3 Place 1: (Justice Jack Wilson, Incumbent)
•  Justice Jack Wilson  –  appointed to the Court of Appeals by 

Governor Bryant in mid-2015

•  Ed Hannan – Has been a Madison County Judge since 2006
• Dow Yoder – Ridgeland attorney

District 1 Place 1: (Justice Jim Greenlee, Incumbent)
•  Justice Jim Greenlee (unopposed) – appointed by Governor 

Bryant to fill Judge Maxwell’s vacant seat

District 5 Place 2: (Justice David Ishee, Incumbent)
•  Justice David Ishee (unopposed). Judge Ishee was first 

appointed in 2004 by Gov. Haley Barbour.

In partisan races for President and Congress, shown below, 
the incumbents are in Italics and the parties are abbreviated 
as shown: AD = American Delta, C = Constitution Party, D = 
Democrat, Party, G= Green, Ind. = Independent, L = Libertarian, 
P = Prohibition, Ref = Reform, R = Republican, G= Green, L= 
Libertarian, V = Veterans Party of America.

by Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association

President
Hillary Clinton, D
Donald J. Trump, R
Darrell Castle, C 
Gary Johnson, L
Jill Stein, G
Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente, 
AD;
Jim Hedges, P

1st Congressional District
Jacob Owens, D
Chase Wilson, L
Cathy L. Toole, Ref
Trent Kelly R

2nd Congressional District
Bennie Thompson, D
Johnny McLeod, Ref
John Bouie, II, R
Troy Ray, Ind.

3rd Congressional District
Dennis Quinn, D
Lajena Sheets Ref.
Gregg Harper, R
Roger I. Gerrard, V

4th Congressional District
Mark Gladney, D
Richard Blake McCluskey, L
Shawn O’Hara, Ref
Steven Palazzo, R



32 • Growing Mississippi’s Economy Since 1937

Matthew Anglin
Sanderson Farms

Adam Bass
Sanderson Farms 

George Bridges
Wayne Farms LLC 

Mala Burns
Peco Foods

Kim Caldwell
Peco Foods

Todd Dupre
Tyson Foods

Taylor Hickman
Sanderson Farms

Ronnie Ingram
Tyson Foods

Danny Madison
Wayne Farms LLC

Ted Mangum
Wayne Farms LLC

Lee McCollough
Mar-Jac

Poultry MS, LLC

Peter McKinley
Sanderson Farms

Edward Putnam
Sanderson Farms

Robert Smith
Wayne Farms LLC

Danny Thornton
Peco Foods

Cindy Tucker
Peco Foods

Kenneth Upton
Sanderson Farms

Jon Wilson
Peco Foods

Alan Young
Tyson Foods

GROWER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION

If you want to join the Mississippi Poultry Association as a Grower 
Member, call the MPA office at (601) 932-7560 for more information!

Mark Leggett, President 
leggett@mspoultry.org

Dr. Ryn Laster, Chair

Greg Jordan, Vice Chair

Cindy Tucker, Grower Advisory Committee Chair

Thomas Mills, Grower Relations Coordinator
mills@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard, Administrative Assistant 
beard@mspoultry.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
110 Airport Road South, Suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208
Phone: (601) 932-7560
Fax: (601) 932-7568
www.mspoultry.org

110 Airport Road South, Suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208


