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FOR MISS. POULTRY FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

G R OW I N G  M I S S I S S I P P I ’ S  E C O N O M Y  S I N C E  1 9 3 7

by Bill Rosenblatt, MPA Grower Relations Coordinator

The Mississippi Poultry Foundation Scholarship Committee selects the winners of 
the four $1,500 scholarships which were awarded to two children of MPA grower 

members and three Poultry Science majors this year.  There were a total of 20 scholarship 
applicants who were considered for the 2015 awards. This year’s winners are Dana 
Dittoe of Milford, DE, Tiffani Allen of Stockbridge, GA, and Kathryn Danielle Lott of 
Beaumont. 

TIFFANI ALLEN

Tiffani Allen, is an incoming freshman at Mississippi State University (MSU). Tiffani will 
be majoring in poultry science. She is the daughter of Traci and Richard Allen, Jr. 

After completing her undergraduate degree, Tiffani plans to further her education by 
attending Mississippi State’s College of Veterinary Medicine. Upon completion, she hopes 
to use her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine Degree to research poultry production.

At Woodland High School, Tiffani has excelled both academically and in extracurricular 
activities. She is a member of the National Honor Society, Science National Honor Society, 
National History Honor Society, National English Honor Society, and a participant at the 
University of Georgia High School Band Festival.

DANA DITTOE

Dana Dittoe, is a junior at Mississippi State University. Dittoe is a 
poultry science major. She is the daughter of Robin Mutter and 

Dennis Dittoe. After completing her undergraduate degree, Dana 
plans to further her education at Mississippi State by pursuing a 
master’s degree in poultry science.

At Mississippi State University, Dana has excelled both academically 
and in extracurricular activities. She is a member of the National 
Society of Collegiate Scholars, Secretary of the MSU Poultry Science 

Club, a member of the Mississippi State Collegiate Future Farmers of America, and a 
member of Sigma Phi Lambda Christian Sorority.

KATHRYN DANIELLE LOTT

Kathryn Danielle Lott, is a junior at Mississippi State University 
(MSU). Kathryn is a major in poultry science. She is the daughter 

of Vickie and Kelvin Lott who grow poultry for Mar-Jac. 
After completing her undergraduate degree, Kathryn plans to 

dedicate her career to the poultry industry. Kathryn plans to continue 
to increase her hands-on experience in the field and use that to help 
the industry grow. Through hard work and determination, she hopes 
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On Target
Strong immunity with minimal damage.

The company you trust

All live vaccines produce immunity by causing a mild form of  
disease. The challenge is to hit the target to produce strong immunity 
without causing excessive disease—miss the mark and your flock  
may not be protected, or your flock’s performance may be reduced.  
The precocious strains in HatchPak® Cocci III make it the ideal vaccine  
for coccidiosis. It’s on target to produce both strong immunity and  
minimal damage.1 

®

HatchPak® Cocci III is a registered trademark of Merial.  
©2015 Merial, Inc. Duluth, Georgia. All rights reserved.

1 Merial Study #05-017MS. Data on file.
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to leave a positive impact on the industry.
Kathryn has excelled both academically and in extracurricular 

activities. She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa, Poultry Club, Ag 
Science Club, and a two-year recipient of the Letter J Award at 
Jones County Junior College.

MAIHAN NGOC TRAN

Maihan Ngoc Tran, is a senior at 
Lawrence County High School. Tran 

will attend Mississippi College and major 
in Chemistry. She is the daughter of Xuyen 
Kim Vo and Minh Tran who grow broilers for 
Sanderson Farms, Inc. 

After graduation from Mississippi 
College, Maihan hopes attend dental school 
at the University of Mississippi Medical 

Center. She then plans to further her education at Louisiana State 
University School of Dentistry to specialize as an orthodontist.

At Lawrence County High School, Maihan has excelled both 

academically and in extracurricular activities. She is a member 
of the Beta Club, Mu Alpha Theta, National Technical Honors 
Society, Health Occupational Students of America, Student 
Council, soccer, band, tennis, and the cross country team.

Poultry farmers, call us today for your insurance needs!
• Coverage formed in order to fit you SPECIFICALLY

• Guarantee proposals will be devilered quickly and effeciently
• Experienced staff eager to cater to your needs

Sanford Moore
Account Executive

Smoore@boylesmoak.com

Office: 601-605-3080
Direct: 601-605-3126
Mobile: 601-624-5375

http://www.boylesmoakins.com

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP (continued) 

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS

SAVE MONEY NOW!

CONTACT:
WILKS INSURANCE AGENCY

HWY 11 SOUTH, LAUREL, MS 601.426.3350

NEW HOMEOWNER POLICIES NOW AVAILABLE
(Must own 3 acres to qualify)

The global interconnectedness of the 
poultry industry is something that has 

been very evident in 2015. 
The highly pathogenic avian influenza 

(HPAI) that has led to the death of nearly 
50 million birds – mostly laying hens and 
turkeys, primarily in the upper Midwest, is a 

new strain of the virus. This new strain was produced when the 
virus in birds migrating from the Far East merged with a North 
American strain and created a new virulent virus.  

The reduction in the egg supply from the loss of so many birds 
has driven the price up at retail and made liquid eggs difficult 
to get. Groups such as the American Bakers Association are 
calling for imports of eggs from Europe. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture is allowing pasteurized eggs to be imported from 
the Netherlands.

Mississippi has had no outbreaks of the virus. The state’s 
poultry industry, state and federal agencies, and universities 
are stepping up biosecurity precautions and preparing for the 
possibility of an outbreak when ducks and geese migrate south 
in the fall. The virus has not hit broiler flocks. Many of the steps 
outlined in USDA regulations to be followed when there is an 
outbreak are taken to reassure our international trading partners 
about U.S. efforts to eradicate the virus.

Other countries have reacted in a variety of ways to the 
outbreak in the U.S. Some stopped buying all U.S. poultry 
products and others restrict poultry from just the affected areas.

According to the U.S. poultry and Egg Export Council, 
U.S. poultry companies that export, and about 15 percent 
of Mississippi’s poultry is shipped overseas, got some good 
news from the World Trade Organization recently. India had 
been blocking U.S. poultry products since 2007 because of 
concerns about low pathogenic avian influenza. The WTO 
panel wrote “that India’s AI measures are inconsistent with 
(WTO agreements) because they are not based on a risk 
assessment.”

The National Chicken Council (NCC) also reported the WTO 
found that “India discriminates against U.S. products in favor 
of Indian products; India’s measures are more trade restrictive 
than necessary because it is safe to import U.S. products 
meeting international standards; and India’s restrictions are not 
adapted to the characteristics of U.S. exporting regions.”

NCC and the US Poultry and Egg Export Council (USAPEEC) 
said in a joint statement that they hope the Indian government 
will “allow access for U.S. poultry in the near future, which we 
estimate would be $300 million a year once India’s restrictions 
are removed.”

When a group of MPA members were in Washington 
meeting with the state’s Congressional delegation recently, free 
trade issues were at the top of the agenda. We urged that in 
authorizing an aid package for African nations that it include 
language telling South Africa to open its markets to U.S. Poultry.  

Last month, Representatives of the U.S. and South African 
poultry industries reached agreement on a framework to 
reopen the South African market to U.S. chicken. This could 
mean 65,000 tons of US chicken headed annualy to South 
Africa.

The MPA group in Washington also supported the Trade 
Promotion Authority (TPA) legislation that afterward passed 
the Senate and now facing another vote in the House. The TPA 
would require an up or down vote in the Senate and in the 
House on two trade agreements being negotiated with Asian 
and with European nations. The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
between the United States and 11 Asia-Pacific nations is closer 
to completion than the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (T-TIP) with the European Union.

Mississippi’s poultry industry is prepared for global threats 
and opportunities. Biosecurity at home and free and fair trade 
around the globe are vital to Mississippi’s poultry industry. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Mississippi Poultry Industry Prepared for 
Global Threats and Opportunities

by Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Heat powerfully and efficiently
With nearly half a million available BTUs and 5,000 CFM airflow , the Lee Energy 
BIO holds up to the coldest conditions. And its calibrated computer system &
uniform heat dispersion ensure industry-leading in-field efficiency.

Savings and reliability over propane
Fuel savings & healthier growing environment means money in your pocket. The Fuel savings & healthier growing environment means money in your pocket. The 
BIO boasts an ultra-competitive ROI while providing positive cashflow. And wood 
pellets are sustainable, renewable, reliable and right in your own back yard.

Reduce moisture and fossil fuel byproducts
Wood pellet heat not only helps reduce ammonia during the critical time of 
brooding, CO2 is kept outside your house to start to finish

Deliver better products to market
Studies prove what you already know: Cleaner, drier air means better products, Studies prove what you already know: Cleaner, drier air means better products, 
livability, growth & improved health in the operating environment.

Protect the environment
Wood pellets are a carbon-neutral, sustainable, domestic fuel source that
reduces dependency on foreign sources.

POULTRY • GREENHOUSE • INDUSTRIAL

See how the Lee Energy BIO wood 
pellet-burning, forced air furnace 
can save you money, reduce your 
independence on traditional fuels 
and help you grow healthier 
birds. Get a savings estimate 
today!

Savings
Reliability
Better Birds

the future is

WOOD
PELLET

THE FUTURE IS

NOW

LeeEnergySolutions.com  •  (855) 966-3432

the techology & the time has arrived
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MAGNOLIA BEEF
AND POULTRY EXPO

The Mississippi Poultry Association was 
excited to participate as a sponsor in 

this year’s Magnolia Beef and Poultry Expo in 
Raleigh, Mississippi. The event was held at the 
Smith County Agricultural Complex on April 9. 
Attendees were able to visit with over twenty 
different organizations, including MPA, who had 

a wide range of knowledge from cattle and poultry production 
to agricultural lending. Throughout the day, fun and useful door 
prizes and promotional items were distributed to guests, along 
with lunch for those who came with an appetite.

Individuals also had the opportunity to attend seminars 
throughout the day. Seminars topics were chosen to benefit cattle, 
poultry producers, and those interested in entering farming. The 
seminar topics were on Animal Welfare, Rotavirus (the effects on 
poultry), Deworming Comparison (the effects on parasites), and 
Litter Quality.

A special thanks to the event’s sponsors, Mississippi State 
Extension Services: Jasper, Newton, Rankin, Scott, Simpson and 
Smith Counties, along with Community Bank for making the 
Raleigh Expo educationally beneficial, fun, and free!

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

Equip yourself
to succeed.

Quality equipment is essential to running a farm. 
And Mississippi Land Bank wants to make sure local 
farmers can finance machinery that will get the most 
from their land. We offer long-term options and 
unmatched experience to help you get the best deal 
when you buy your next piece of new or used equipment. 

Senatobia · Clarksdale · Cleveland · Corinth · Tupelo 
Starkville · New Albany · Indianola · Kosciusko · Louisville

e q u i p m e n t  f i n a n c i n g

To learn more about our financing options, give us a call or stop 
by our office to speak with a member of our dedicated staff.

Together on Solid Ground

www.mslandbank.com
toll free  866.560.9664

Would you like 
to advertise in 

Emerging Trends?

Call 601-932-7560
for more information!
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With lots of insurance 
companies out there, 
only one can be the nation’s 
leading farmowners insurer 
– Nationwide® Agribusiness.

We understand your risks 
and your needs. That’s why 
we offer AgriChoice® farm 
insurance products that are 
tailored to meet your needs.

• Coverages designed 
specifi cally for your 
agribusiness operation

• Local, experienced farm 
insurance professionals

• Farm-specifi c claims 
service, 24/7

• Convenient billing options

Owning a farm takes hard 
work, and AgriChoice® 
will work hard for you. Give 
us the chance to earn your 
business today.

Something to crow about

 

AgriChoice®

America’s Choice for Farm Insurance

Underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company and its affiliates,1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50391-3000. Customers will be placed with a company based on their location 
and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, 
and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  All rights reserved. ADP7032a (0609) 00

T H E  N O W E L L  A G E N C Y,  I N C .
2010 Oak Grove Rd
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 268-8838

6645 Hwy 98 West
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-8494

1500 Old Fannin Rd
Brandon, MS 39047 
(601) 992-4444

1913 Hwy 82 West
Greenwood, MS 38930
(662) 455-9900

105 Katherine Dr 
Flowood, MS 39232 
(601) 939-7700

2270 McCullough Blvd
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 844-1944

7116 Siwell Rd
Byram, MS 39272
(601) 372-5554

Call one of our “Farm Certified” agents today!
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An acceptable and 
approved means 

of disposing of dead 
birds is essential 
to every poultry 
farm in Mississippi.  
Composting is one 
such method used by 

many poultry growers across the state.  
Composting is a natural process carried 

out by bacteria and fungi that consists 
of the biological decomposition and 
stabilization of organic wastes under 
controlled conditions (temperature, 
moisture, and so forth) into a useful 
end product known as compost. The 
compost can then be used as a fertilizer 
and/or soil amendment. Composting is 
an aerobic process that requires oxygen 
for the bacteria and fungi to metabolize 
organic waste (in this case, dead birds) 
as an energy source. The composting 
process converts a material with potential 
serious problems (odor, flies and other 
issues) into a stabilized product that 
is practically odor and pathogen free 
with limited fly problems. The process 
also converts much of the carbonaceous 
material to gaseous carbon dioxide; 
thereby greatly reducing the weight and 
volume of the original raw material. 
When working properly, the composting 
process generates enough heat to destroy 
pathogenic bacteria that may be present 
in the raw material.

The process is directly affected by 
several factors including: moisture, 
particle size, temperature, surface area, 
chemical and physical properties of the 
raw waste, and the size and activity level 
of the microbial populations. Water is 
essential for all living organisms to grow 
and thrive.  Composting microorganisms 
do best in moist (but not wet) conditions.  
Moisture content should be between 
50-70% with 60% being near ideal. The 
process begins to go anaerobic at 70% 
moisture and above. This increases the 
odor problem and other objectionable 
features such as increased fly problems, 
seepage from the compost bin, and so 
forth.  

The composting process is slowed 
at moisture levels below 50% because 
the material is too dry to heat and 
compost efficiently. Anything that slows 

microbial growth lowers the temperature 
of the composting material and slows 
the composting process. However, the 
composting process is fairly forgiving.  
If it’s too wet, extra bulking material 
(shavings, poultry litter, and so forth) can 
be added to fix the problem.  Likewise, if 
the material is too dry, measured amounts 
of water can be added to increase the 
moisture content and jump start the 
process. The amount of water needed 
(if any) will depend on the size of the 
birds being composted and the moisture 
content of the material being used as 
the bulking source. The microorganisms 
require carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, and 
moisture. If any one of these elements 
are lacking or present in the wrong 
proportion, the microorganisms will 
not perform well and will not produce 
adequate heat.

Temperature is the best indicator of 
biological activity in the compost and is 
easily measured with a 3’ probe/compost 
thermometer (Figure 1). Temperature is 
influenced by the amount of air (oxygen) 
available to the material, moisture 
content, and microbial activity. Microbial 
activity is affected by the carbon:nitrogen 
(C:N) ratio.  Acceptable C:N ratios range 
from 15:1 to 30:1.  However, if the C:N 
ratio is less than 25:1, the microorganisms 
cannot utilize all of the available nitrogen, 
and some is lost as ammonia. This usually 
results in unpleasant odors, air pollution 

concerns, and the loss of fertilizer value 
as some of the nitrogen is volatilized off.  
If the C:N ratio is greater than 30:1, the 
rate of composting slows.

If the temperature is increasing or hold-
ing near the 130° F range, the compost-
ing process is working well. This heat is 
generated by biological activity of the 
microorganisms that are breaking down 
the organic material in the compost. High 
temperatures will enhance the growth 
rate and reproduction of heat loving bac-
teria that are very good at breaking down 
organic material (dead birds). In addition 
to increasing the growth rate and repro-
duction of the microorganisms, heat also 
speeds up the decomposition process 
and helps kill any pathogenic microor-
ganisms that may be present in the mate-
rial. When the temperature begins to fall, 
the pile should be turned to incorporate 
additional oxygen into the pile. Turning 
should once again allow an increase in 
the temperature. When the pile fails to 
heat after turning, the compost material 
has stabilized and can be removed from 
the compost bin (Figure 2).  

Rotary drum (or in-vessel) composters 
(Figure 3) are a new, but proven, 
technology that aerate the material each 
time the drum turns and the material is 
stabilized when it exits the composter.  
They can be easily adapted to any size 
commercial poultry operation. Rotary 
drum composters may be eligible for 
EQIP cost share funding in some areas.  
Check with your local NRCS office 
about cost share availability. They offer 
a low cost of operation with minimal 
operator time required to manage. Units 
are simple to operate, fully enclosed to 
lessen the risk of scavengers, result in 
low odor and fly issues, reduce the risk 
of ground and water contamination, and 
create a useful soil amendment material.   

COMPOSTING POULTRY
MORTALITY

by Tom Tabler, Morgan Farnell,
Jessica Wells, and William Young
Mississippi State University Extension 
Service, Poultry Science Department

Figure 1. Compost thermometer.

Figure 2. Empty compost bin.

Figure 3. Rotary drum composter.
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However, especially in the beginning, there is a learning 
curve until you have things figured out. Good customer support 
from the manufacturer is essential during the startup phase 
to guarantee understanding and ensure successful operation. 
It may take a few months to get the recipe just right and for 
you to be satisfied with the material being discharged. Daily 
temperature monitoring is important and moisture control 
is critical. Too much moisture prevents adequate oxygen 
content and means the material will not heat properly and the 
composting process will be much slower. Supply additional 
bulking material (shavings, litter, and so forth) to create a more 
porous mix whenever moisture content begins to approach the 
upper limit, and monitor more frequently until moisture content 
is successfully brought back down to the desired range.

As with a static bin composter, rotary drum composters 
do not work as well if overloaded. Do not overload the unit 
with mortality and do not try to push product through the 
composter too quickly. Otherwise, the composting process will 
not perform adequately and you will not be satisfied with the 
final end-product being discharged from the unit. When trying 
to determine what size unit will be right for your operation, be 
realistic about your mortality rates, especially near the end of a 
flock, and be conscious, throughout the flock, about your daily 
loading rate.  Do not select a unit that is undersized for your 
farm. Carefully consider the available options and choose a 
unit that is large enough and capable of handling your normal 
mortality rates, especially at the end of a flock when the birds 
are large and the loading rate may possibly overwhelm the unit. 
A rotary drum composter works extremely well when managed 
properly. However, it does require a commitment of time and 
expertise on your part for the system to work in the manner that 
it was designed.

To learn more about how the ecodrumTM 
can benefit your operation, contact us at:

byron@ecodrumcomposter.com
701-446-6139 Atlanta, GA

www.ecodrumcomposter.com

The Ecodrum™ In-Vessel Composter is a proven technology to 
handle daily poultry mortalities throughout North America. The 
Ecodrum™ system is perfect for any size of poultry operation. 

BENEFITS: 
• Clean and simple to operate 
• Creates a nutrient rich soil amendment 
• Fully enclosed to keep away scavengers 
• Biosecure and low odor 
• Eliminates ground and water contamination 

COST EFFECTIVE: 
• Very low cost of operation 
• Minimal operator time required 

The Ecodrum™ may be eligible for EQIP  
cost share. Please contact your dealer  
or NRCS office to inquire.

© Copyright 2014 BankPlus Member FDIC.

Chicken Farming 
Has Never 

Been“Cooler”

POULTRY FACILITIES LOANS

BankPlus has a strong commitment to agriculture and to 
integrated poultry lending. For over 100 years BankPlus 
has built our success on providing Mississippi farmers 
with customized financial services, great products and 

support that promotes agricultural production. 

Our loan officers understand the unique challenges that 
modern farming operations face and are equipped with 
the skills and expertise to craft flexible loan products to 

meet your individual needs.

Promotion subject to change and/or may be cancelled at any time. 
All loan applications subject to credit approval.  Certain fees may apply.

www.BankPlus.net

FREE GIFT!
Retro Fit, Refinance or Purchase your poultry  

facility with a $500K+ loan from BankPlus and 
we’ll bring you a K2 Cooler at closing!

For more information contact: 
Kenny Williamson

First Vice President, Commercial Lending Group
601-607-4402

KennyWilliamson@BankPlus.net
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Cumberland,
Working Together

PROVEN & DEPENDABLE™

1004 E. Illinois St., Assumption, IL 62510 • www.cumberlandpoultry.com 
Copyright © 2015 AGCO Corporation • Cumberland is a part of GSI, a worldwide brand of AGCO

®

From feeding to ventilation, alarms and controls, 

we have what you need to maximize the growth 

potential of every bird and every aspect of your 

business.  We’re more than an equipment supplier. 

We’re a team. Your team.
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The 2015 Mississippi Poultry Association’s Poultry 
Management School on May 12 and 13 at the 

College of Veterinary Medicine at Mississippi State 
University brought together more than one hundred 
representatives from Mar-Jac, Peco, Sanderson, Tyson, 
and Wayne, along with more than thirty allied member 
companies.
 The first day provided attendees an opportunity to learn 
more about addressing Intestinal Diseases (Dr. Tim 
Cummings- Zoetis), Antibiotic Free, What Does it Mean, 
How do We Handle It (Dr. Suzanne Dougherty, Pecking 
Around Consulting), Disease Update and Proper Lab 
Submission (Dr. Danny Magee, Poultry Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory), Animal Welfare, Challenges 
and Responsibilities (Shelley Harless, Wayne Farms 
LLC), and Biosecurity (Dr. Joe Cline – Elba Labs).

Following these seminars, MPA’s allied industry 
sponsored dinner where crawfish, shrimp, and barbecue 
was served. This delicious dinner provided old and new 
friends alike, an opportunity to catch up on the latest 
developments in the industry and to discuss the topics 
that were covered earlier in the day. 

The second day of the seminar, attendees heard presentations 
on a Generator Checklist (Grant McDonnieal, Taylor Power 
Systems), Ventilation (Dr. Jody Purswell, USDA-ARS), 7 Day/
House Prep to Optimize Results (Dr. Sue Ann Hubbard – Merk 
Animal Health), Trouble Shooting/Investigation of Performance/
Results (Dr. Travis Cigainero, Ceva), and Litter and Composting 
Management (Dr. Tom Tabler, MSU Poultry Science).

Following Dr. Tabler’s presentation, First South Farm Credit 
sponsored an appetizing lunch of chicken and vegetables at the 
Hill Poultry Science Building. Door prizes were then given out 
to mark the end of the 2015 Management School.

MPA would like to thank all the participants this year 
that helped make Management School a great success. 
Special thanks to all our guest speakers who provided crucial 

educational material and training and our allied members 
whose sponsorships help make this event possible:

American Protein, Aviagen, Inc. , CASCO Products, 
Casey Jones – L.B. White, Ceva, Choretime Equipment, 
Clearview Enterprises, Cobb-Vantress, Inc., Community Bank 
of Mississippi, Cumberland, Diamond V, Diversified Imports, 
First Financial Bank, Griffin Industries, H.J. Baker and Bro., 
Inc., Hubbard, Inc., Huvepharma, Inc., Ivesco, Jones-Hamilton 
Company, Live Oak Bank, Merck Animal Health, Merial Select, 
Novus International, Phibro Animal Health, Taylor Power 
Systems, Val-Co, Vendworks, Ziggity Systems, and Zoetis.

Special thanks to Cobb-Vantress, Inc. and International Paper 
Co. for providing breakfast and snacks during the breaks and to 
First South Farm Credit for providing lunch to all the attendees.

POULTRY MANAGEMENT
SCHOOL SUCCESSFUL

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

Yvonne Wooten (Mississippi State) Dana Chamblee (USDA-ARS), Becky Beard 
(MPA), and Tannah Christensen (Mississippi State)

Steve McLaurin (Peco and Chairman of MPA), Henry Welch (Peco  
and Advisory Board) and Tim Chamblee (Mississippi State)

Attendees enjoy lunch sponsored by First South Farm Credit
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WELCOME DR. NATALIE ARMOUR
AND DR. PULIDO-LANDINEZ

The Mississippi State 
Poultry Diagnostics Lab 

in Pearl and the Mississippi 
Poultry Association would 
like to introduce two new 
veterinarians who were 
recently hired at the lab to 
help better serve our growers 
and integrators. Their names 
are Dr. Natalie Armour and 
Dr. Martha Pulido Landinez. 

Dr. Natalie Armour, a native 
of South Africa, received her 

Bachelor of Veterinary Science (BVSc) from the University of 
Pretoria. She became interested in poultry medicine while 
working as a state veterinarian for South Africa’s Department of 
Agriculture based at Allerton Provincial Veterinary Laboratory, 
where she spent the majority of the next 4 ½ years working 
as a poultry veterinarian. As her interest in poultry continued 
to grow, she decided to pursue post-graduate studies. She 
completed her Masters in Avian Medicine (MAM) in 2010, 
followed by her Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Veterinary 

and Biomedical Sciences in 2014, both at the University of 
Georgia. Dr. Armour is board certified by the American College 
of Poultry Veterinarians (ACPV).

Dr. Armour’s area of expertise is clinical poultry medicine, 
with a research focus in avian mycoplasmosis, and special 
interests in intestinal health and disease pathogenesis. As an 
Associate Clinical Professor of Avian Medicine and section 
head of the Poultry Serology laboratory, she aims to serve the 
poultry industry of Mississippi through disease diagnostics, 
field investigations, teaching and applied research. She feels 
honored to be part of Mississippi State’s Poultry Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory, and believes that “the veterinary team 
and diagnostic facility we have here is top notch.” 

Dr. Martha Pulido - 
Landinez is originally from 
Colombia. She received her 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine of the National 
University of Colombia. 
She then chose to pursue a 
Master’s Degree in Animal 
Health and Production at the 
same university. She, like Dr. 
Armour, decided to further 
her education by pursuing 
a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) at Federal University of Rio 
Grande do Sul in Brazil. 

Dr. Pulido-Landinez served as a professor of Avian Medicine 
and Poultry Production for over 24 years at the National 
University of Colombia. Her time was spent researching and 
teaching. During this period, she also served as an international 
poultry consultant helping address problems and discovering 
solutions for integrators.  

Dr. Pulido-Landinez’s research focus is in combatting 
Salmonella. She is excited to be working at the Poultry Research 
and Diagnostic Lab with a top tier team who take their jobs and 
academic roles professionally. She said she is pleased that “The 
lab has the top of the line tools and diagnostic equipment to 
generate test results in a timely manner to help address grower 
and industry needs.”   

“We are very pleased to welcome Dr. Armour and Dr. 
Pulido-Landinez! They are both accomplished scientists and 
veterinarians who have dedicated their careers to furthering 
the health and welfare of the industry,” said Dr. Danny Magee, 
Director of Mississippi State Poultry Reasearch and Diagnostic 
Laboratory. You can contact Dr. Armour and Dr. Pulido-
Landinez at (601) 932-6771.

Poultry House Construction

Poultry House Retrofits

Store Sales: Walter Swington Store Sales: Reggie Jones
Outside Sales: Stacy Humphrey Outside Sales: Stacy Humphrey
Cell Ph. 601-408-0418 Cell Ph. 601-408-0418

Store Sales: Gail McMillan
Outside Sales: Heath Clark

Cell Ph. 601-507-5274

Ph. 601-835-0307 Ph. 601-765-4510

Ph. 601-469-1813

Compost Shed Construction
Poultry House Parts and Service

Authorized Chore Time Distributor

Committed to Quality and Service for the Poultry Industry

Poultry House Equipment & Installation

BROOKHAVEN COLLINS

FOREST
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Call Sunbelt Rentals for all of your temperature and 
condensation control needs. Our Industrial Climate 
Control team offers a diverse range of solutions for the 
poultry industry and designs them specifi cally to fi t your 
project requirements, ensuring you get the results you 
need. For unmatched 24/7 service and support and 
guaranteed one-hour emergency response, contact the 
experts at Sunbelt Rentals.

Having Condensation Issues?

• Maintain Compliance With USDA Standards
• Reduce Risk Of Microbial Growth
• Decrease Labor Costs Associated With Wiper Crews
• Save Energy By Reducing Defrost Frequency
• Uphold Production Schedules And Avoid Shutdowns

888-379-7454 24/7
sunbeltrentals.com
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The Best Value in AG Supplies

Web: FarmerBoyAg.com
Phone: 800-845-3374

The AquaBlend injector was specifically engineered to 
accurately medicate and/or treat water in most agricultural 
environments. The AquaBlend is offered in different adjustable 
and fixed ratio models.

• Easiest maintenance of any medicator
• 1 year warranty on motor
• Manufactured in the USA

The Chemilizer is the injector for accurate and dependable 
injection. The Chemilizer is a proportional liquid chemical 
injector that injects a precise amount of chemical in proportion 
to a volume of water. The Chemilizer can be ordered as a fixed 
pump with ratios of  1:128 or 1:00. Adjustable pumps are also 
available.

• Durable and rugged performance
• Simple to install
• Water filtration not required

Order online or over the phone

American Made. Built in Cincinnati, Ohio.

hydrosystemsco.com

Medicators
Accurate • Durable

Contact us to request a FREE Parts & Supply Catalog!

$175
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ACME	  	  

VALCO	  

CUMBERLAND	  

ROTEM	  

HIRED	  HAND	  

PLASSON	  	  

ZIGGITY	  

LUBING	  

REEVES	  

MEDICATOR	  PARTS	  

SPACE	  RAY	  

EGAN	  	  

AND	  MUCH	  MORE!!!!	  

BRANDS  CARRIED  
“FOR	  ALL	  YOUR	  POULTRY	  FARM	  NEEDS”	  
COLUMBIA	  STORE:	  601-‐731-‐2415	  

1329	  HWY	  13	  N.	  COLUMBIA	  MS	  HOURS	  8A.M.-‐4:30P.M.	  	  	  M-‐F	  

WAYNESBORO	  STORE	  601-‐735-‐4371	  M-‐F	  8A.M.	  –	  5P.M.	  

113	  TURNER	  STREET	  WAYNESBORO	  MS	  

We	   do	   new	   houses	   and	   retrofits	   on	   existing	  
houses	   for	   broiler,	   breeder	   and	   pullet	   farms.	  
We	  also	  are	  a	  full	  service	  poultry	  supplier	  with	  
24	  hour	  service.	  	  

BAY SPRINGS STORE 601- -764- -2445 M- -F 8A.M. – 5P.M.

172 GEORGIA PACIFIC ROAD BAY SPRINGS MS
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On June 29 the 
final joint rule 

that seeks to clarify 
which waterways and 
wetlands are subject 
to federal Clean 
Water Act (CWA) 
permitting authority 

was published.  The Final Joint Rule 
(RIN No. 2040–AF30), by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps), provides for CWA permitting 
for all ephemeral, intermittent and 
perennial streams and potentially certain 
other isolated waters, to be determined 
on a case-by-case basis, and whose 
protections previously were uncertain. 
A broad range of industrial sectors, 
from mining to energy producers to 
agriculture, will be affected by the 
rule, particularly if their operations take 
place in waterbodies and wetlands not 

previously covered by the Clean Water 
Act.

The Final Joint Rule modifies Corps 
regulations at 33 CFR Part 328 and EPA 
regulations at 40 CFR Parts 110, 112, 
116, 117, 122, 230, 232, 300, 302, 
and 401 and takes effect 60 days after 
publication in the Federal Register.

SCOPE OF THE JOINT RULE 
Activities, such as mining operations, 

development and energy production, 
in waters and wetlands not previously 
covered would be subject to CWA 
permitting requirements. These permits 
would regulate how dredging and filling 
occurs with accompanying mitigation 
practices. Impoundments and dams 
also will be covered, as well as natural, 
artificial, and altered waters such as 
rivers, streams, canals and certain 
types of ditches. The rule maintains 
exemptions for agriculture and 

ranching activities. It adds to regulatory 
exclusions features like artificial lakes 
and ponds, water-filled depressions 
from construction and grassy swales.  

The Joint Rule streamlines the 
definition of “tributaries” by excluding 
wetlands and open waters that lack 
a bed, bank and ordinary high water 
mark. Tributaries are defined as having 
a bed, bank and indicators of ordinary 
high mark that include signs of scouring, 
loss of vegetation and debris.

The final rule will allow the EPA and 
the Corps to determine on a case-by-
case basis whether the cumulative effect 
of activities in five types of wetlands 
and waters will significantly affect 
the physical, biological and chemical 
integrity of downstream traditional 
navigable waters, interstate waters and 
territorial seas. In a change from the 
proposed rule, the agencies also claim 
jurisdiction over wetlands adjacent to 

EPA AND CORPS OF ENGINEERS EXPAND 
FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT
PERMITTING JURISDICTION by John E. Milner, Brunini, 

Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC

Mississippi Ag
It’s a new day at Mississippi Ag with locations to cover all of south 
and central Mississippi.  Now Mississippi Ag has the best equipment 
for any job on your poultry farm. John Deere tractors are the 
workhorse tractor you want. Poultry House Cleaners from Kelly 
Manufacturing and Poultry Housekeepers from Lewis Brothers 
Manufacturing give you the quality you expect. Visit your nearest 
Mississippi Ag location to get the best equipment for your poultry 
business

Dump Body # 1 Housekeeper

4200LP Poultry House Cleaner
www.agup.com

Yazoo City   Lexington   Rolling Fork
Canton   Bolton   Mendenhall

Summit   Hattiesburg  

John Deere 5085E tractor
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SERVING OUR CLIENTS FOR OVER A CENTURY

Environmental Law Group

Brunini’s environmental team is
“one of the premier practices in the state”
and represents major manufacturers and

private industry clients.

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 
litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance is-
sues as well as due diligence and transactional matters.  
John Milner was noted by Chambers USA as being 
“instrumental in developing Brunini’s environmental 
practice” into the leadership position it holds today.

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 
Poultry Association and has special expertise in 
poultry-related environmental issues.  Partners 
Gene Wasson and Richard Cirilli, Jr. also have 
impressive abilities in the environmental sector.

Columbus
662-240-9744

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

www.brunini.com

Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certification 
of expertise.  Any decision with respect to legal service should 

not be based solely on this or any other advertisement.  
Free background information upon request.

R. Richard. Cirilli, Jr. John E. Milner Gene Wasson

tributaries of navigable waters on the basis of their proximity to a 
navigable water or its tributary. 

SIGNIFICANT NEXUS TEST
The significant nexus test isn’t a scientific term but rather a concept 

articulated by Justice Anthony Kennedy as “not being speculative and 
not insubstantial” in the 2006 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Rapanos 
v. EPA (547 U.S. 715, 62 ERC 1481 (2006) Rapanos v. United States 
(547 U.S. 715, 62 ERC 1481 (2006)).  According to the agencies, a 
water or wetland has significant nexus when any single function or a 
combination of functions performed by this water alone or together 
in similarly situated waters in a region, contributes to the physical, 
biological and chemical integrity of waters. Such functions include 
trapping pollutants or sediments, retaining flood waters, contributing 
flow, exporting organic matter and recycling nutrients, among others.  
Consistent with the Rapanos decision, the agencies determined that 
wetlands that are physically distant from navigable waters should be 
analyzed as a group, rather than individually in the watershed that 
drains to the nearest traditional navigable water, interstate water or 
the territorial seas when making a case-specific analysis.

EPA COST ESTIMATES FOR IMPLEMENTATION
The agencies estimated annual costs ranging from $158.6 million 

to $306.6 million, while benefits range from $338.9 million to $349.5 
million in a change from the proposed rule. A year ago, the agencies 
estimated indirect annual costs to range between $133.7 million and 
$200 million and benefits to range from $300.7 million to $397.6 
million annually, as outlined in the cost estimate table below.

CRITICISM OF THE FINAL JOINT RULE
Critics, including industry and agriculture groups and certain 

members of Congress, say the rule is a significant regulatory 
overreach and will be extremely costly.  The American Farm Bureau 
Federation, which has been a vocal opponent of the rule, said in a 
May 27 statement that it was reviewing the rule and would decide 
on a course of action in the following days.  “We are looking in 
particular at how the rule treats so-called ephemeral streams, ditches, 
small ponds and isolated wetlands,” Farm Bureau President Bob 
Stallman said.

Tom Wood, chairman of the National Association of Home 
Builders, warned that the rule would “regrettably” end up in courts as 
a result of the broad definitions that include coverage of streams that 
flow only when it rains.  “EPA’s final water rule will needlessly raise 
housing costs and add more regulatory burdens to landowners and 
industries that rely on a functioning permitting process to spur job 
and economic growth,” Woods said, adding that the rule underscores 
the role that Congress must play in defining the limits of the Clean 
Water Act.
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!!POULTRY FARMERS!! 
Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson

Could Save You Thousands – All On One Policy

1. One Million Dollar Liability  6. Loss of Income • Mechanical Breakdown
2. Tractors • Bailers • ATV’s   7. Generators • Wells
3. Homeowners • Auto    8. Life Insurance
4. Single Deductible    9. Payment Plans
5. Livestock     10. Full Replacement Costs

Wilks Insurance Agency
HWY. 11 SOUTH • LAUREL • 601-426-3350

Part of the Farm Credit System

SouthernAgCredit.com       1-800-449-5742

The original Land Bank

Financing for: Farms & Ranches • Agribusiness  
Loans Country Homes • Recreational Property

Part of the Farm Credit System
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First Financial Bank makes poultry loans wherever 
poultry growers are located. Our commitment 
to customer service, our financial strength and 
our poultry loan specialists make choosing First 
Financial Bank a sound business decision. We 
are dedicated to providing the very best financial 
services. Call us today, we’ll come to you!

510 Hwy 35 South • Carthage, MS 39051
1-888-677-7703

carthage.ag@ffb1.com

Lending A 
Helping Hand
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
Agri-Business

Agri-Business is a 
Mississippi owned 

family business that provides 
construction, parts, supplies, 
and technical services to 
poultry producers in the 
state of Mississippi. Built on 
service, trust, and friendship, 
customers are treated with 
respect by employees who 
have dedicated their careers 
to helping poultry producers 
in the state. 

Agri-Business sells quality 
products such as Cumberland and Valco, as well as full lines 
of equipment. Agri-Business takes pride in the products sold 
in their stores. It’s not uncommon to find that many of the 
products offered have been manufactured by companies that 
have made poultry products for 50 and 60 years. Furthermore, 
each product sold matches the belief in quality and value 
Agri-Business places upon their employees and our name. 
Products that do not reflect our values are not offered at any 
Agri-Business store.

Agri-Business was originally started in the early 1970s 
by the Marshall Durbin Company to serve and supply the 
needs of poultry producers in Alabama and Mississippi. The 
company operated five stores and two of those locations were 
in Mississippi, one in Forest and the other in Waynesboro. 
Marshall Durbin owned and operated these stores until the 
company decided to sell their stores. It was in 2003 that a 
local businessman bought the Waynesboro store from Marshall 
Durbin and renamed it Wayne Agri-Business.

Under the new owner, Doug Dickinson was hired in 
2006. With a strong poultry background, Doug immediately 
devoted all his time and energy to fulfilling the needs of the 
store’s clientele. He enjoyed getting to know the customers 
and providing advice on products and services that were 
essential to run a successful poultry farm.  Doug soon realized 
that supplying products and services to Mississippi’s largest 
agricultural commodity was a true passion of his. His passion 
led him, along with his brother Russell, to buy Wayne Agri-
Business in 2009.

Thanks to a loyal customer base, and educated and dedicated 
employees, with strong work ethics, the business began to 
grow rapidly. Doug and Russell decided to split their roles to 
better meet the needs of their customers. Doug took the role of 
managing the store, while Russell manages the poultry house 
construction and the servicing side of the business. It has 
proven to be a successful approach, allowing the business to 
grow exponentially without sacrificing Agri-Business’ values of 
service, trust, and friendship.

Agri-Business’ growth provided an opportunity for Doug and 
Russell to expand their business in 2013 by opening up their 
second store in Columbia. The goal of the store was to provide 
quality parts and services to poultry growers in a convenient 
and close location. The store was well received and continues 

to meet the needs of growers throughout the area who are 
looking for needed parts and services at a convenient location.

The following year Agri-Business’ two stores and outside 
construction and sales continued to grow at a healthy rate. 
This led Doug and Russell to begin to lay plans to open their 
third store in Bay Springs under the same guiding principles 
of service, trust, and friendship. The Bay Springs store recently 
hosted its grand opening on May 28th accompanied with free 
lunches and door prizes.

As it grows, Agri-Business remains a Mississippi owned 
family business that supplies quality parts and services to meet 
all your poultry needs. Feel free to stop by one of their three 
locations: Bay Springs, Columbia, and Waynesboro or give 
them a call!

Agri-Business thanks its loyal customers and their dedicated 
team members who make Agri-Business a place where service, 
trust, and friendship are our guiding principals.

STORE LOCATIONS:
Waynesboro Store – Manager Paul Shaw

113 Turner Street
Waynesboro, MS 39367

(601-735-4371)

Columbia Store – Chris Craft
1329 HWY 13 North
Columbia, MS 39429

(601-731-2145)

Bay Springs Store – Brad Holifield
172 Georiga Pacific Road
Bay Springs, MS 39422

(601-764-2445)

MEET OUR TEAM MEMBERS!
Doug Dickinson – Owner 

Russell Dickinson – Owner
Cliff Walley – Regional Store Manager

Dan Doby – Technical Service
J.D. Sumrall – Regional Sales Manager

Skeet Taylor – Service Technician
Luke McQueen  – Service Technician

Chris Craft – In Store Sales
Paul Shaw – Service Technician
Brad Holifield – In Store Sales

Brandon Dickinson – In Store Sales
Melanie Dickinson - Bookkeeping
Lindsay Dickinson – Bookkeeping

April King – Office Manager
Billy King - Delivery Support
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Greetings from Poultry Science at 
Mississippi State University!  At the 

end of a busy and productive semester, the 
departmental faculty met with our Industry 
Advisory Board in the Hill Poultry Science 
building to provide updates and discuss 
future directions.

Highlights of the discussion included the new feed mill 
project, updates on the poultry department, farm updates, and 
teaching programs. All of the MPA member companies were 
represented. Dr. George Hopper, Dean of the College of Ag 
& Life Sciences and Director of the Mississippi Ag & Forestry 
Experiment Station, also attended for part of the meeting.  

Highlights of the discussion included the new feed mill 
project, Farm updates, and teaching programs. We outlined 
our proposed teaching objectives for feed manufacture utilizing 
the mill – a concentration in feed manufacture for our majors, 
a minor for other majors on campus, and an online certificate 
program for industry personnel. The strong consensus was that 
the opportunities for economic development through outreach 
to industry mill managers would be a significant benefit to 
Mississippi. There was also strong support for assisting us with 
logistics and equipment.

There are several projects going on at the Poultry Farm to 
upgrade facilities and research capabilities. The first is a major 
overhaul of the Incubation Physiology Center, under the direc-
tion of Dr. David Peebles. In addition to the two 5000-egg 
incubators already in place, Chickmaster has just provided 
two 5200-egg incubators and a new in ovo injector is in the 
works. This will greatly enhance our research capabilities in 
incubation, hatchability, and in ovo studies, as well as pro-
vide excellent training opportunities for industry personnel. A 
second facility being planned is a Biosecurity Level 2 building 
for live bird challenges with pathogens (salmonella, campylo-
bacter); lack of such a facility has cost us numerous research 
opportunities over the past couple of years. Our goal is to have 
this facility in place and operational during this calendar year, 

in order to better 
serve industry part-
ners. Other building 
renovations being 
planned include a 
reconfiguration of 
an existing building 
for turkeys, reconfig-
uration of the exist-
ing turkey building 
for broiler research, 
and a renovation of 

the breeder building to allow more efficient use in breeder 
research. The gate to the Poultry Farm is now fully opera-
tional and closed 24/7 to increase biosecurity. It can be oper-
ated remotely to allow restricted access and a second gate is 
planned for the commercial house area.

With regard to our teaching programs, some distance courses 
for non-traditional students are being discussed as well as 
outreach to non-Ag MSU students through a General Education 
course on food animal agriculture as it affects societies and 
cultures. The department has also recently acquired the 
Diseases of Poultry course that historically has been taught by 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. This has implications for 
our faculty, as the teaching loads are already very nearly at a 
maximum.  We continue to attract students from other states 
and are seeing increased numbers of freshman students. All 
together, it has been an exciting year for us here at Mississippi 
State University!

POULTRY SCIENCE
At Mississippi State University

by Dr. Mary Beck
Professor and Head of Poultry Science

Dr. Peebles demonstrating the new incubator donated by 
ChickMaster

Dr. Morgan Farnell and Mr. William Young showing the new chiller 
donated by Sanderson Farms

Drinker and Feed Line in Student Broiler 
House by Donations from BankPlus
and Tim Hobby
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MPA HELPS WITH FUNDRAISER FOR THE MISSISSIPPI 
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY MUSEUM

As many of you may recall, last November there was an 
accidental fire at the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry 

Museum. The fire quickly swept through part of the grounds 
engulfing three buildings - Veterinary Infirmary, Children’s 
Barnyard, and maintenance shop - within minutes. Travelers on 
Interstate 55 could see the smoke from several miles away and 
many feared the worse for the guests and employees. But by the 
grace of God, there was no loss of life and no life threatening 
injuries that were incurred. It truly was a blessing!  

The monetary damage inflicted by the fire is an estimated 
$2.5 million. The Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Museum 
is dedicated to rebuilding all that was lost in a timely manner, 
and the museum’s foundation, which serves as a fundraising 
mechanism to support the mission and function of the 
museum, is committed to raising the necessary funds to make 
it even more enjoyable and educational for visitors. 

The first fundraising effort was a June 12 “Raising the Barn” 
concert and day of educational programs called the Mississippi 
Ag and Foresty Expo put on by Miss. State University experts 
including Drs. Tom Tabler and Morgan Farnell from the Poultry 
Science Department. MPA contributed $2,000 toward the 
fundraising effort. 

Donations to the museum foundation will be used for 
restoration and recovery efforts following the fire as well 
as implementation of the museum’s new master plan goals. 
The master plan includes new signage allowing visitors 
to more easily navigate the museum’s campus, upgraded 
facilities, and a welcome center among other educational and 
necessary structural enhancements. While plans are still under 
development, the museum will have sections featuring poultry 
and explaining the growth of the industry in Mississippi. 

“We are thrilled and so appreciative of MPA’s support. As 
the largest agricultural commodity in Mississippi, we look 
forward to our continued partnership. Together we share a 
mission of educating the current and future generations of the 
importance of agriculture in our great state. As we work hand-
in-hand, exciting opportunities are on the horizon to rebuild 
and improve the Ag Museum” said Karyn Thornhill, chair of 
the foundation board.

Anyone who wishes to make contributions and donations to 
assist with rebuilding efforts and future improvements needs 
to make checks payable to the Ag Museum Foundation, 1150 
Lakeland Drive, Jackson, MS 39216 or call 601-432-4500 for 
more information. 

Children’s Barnyard before the 
fire destroyed it

Aerial view of museum fire

Veterinary Infimary before the fire

Guest attending the kick-off to the fundraising campaign enjoing lunch

Aftermath of the fire
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DR. BRUCE GLICK
HALL OF FAME RECEPTION

Mississippi State’s Poultry 
Science Department 

and MPA hosted this year’s 
Hall of Fame reception in 
honor of the late Dr. Bruce 
Glick. Dr. Glick was the 
most recent recipient of the 
highest award bestowed upon 
industry leaders in our state. 

Dr. Bruce Glick, as a 
grad student at Ohio State, 
discovered the function of the 
Bursa of Fabricius, a small 
organ that is responsible for 
the initial production of B (for Bursa) cells. B cells are the basis 
of the humoral division of the immune system in all animals 
and this is the part of the immune system that produces 
antibodies in response to disease or vaccination. 

After graduating from Ohio State, Dr. Glick came to Mississippi 
State University as a faculty member in 1955, where he 
published over 225 scientific articles and trained 29 graduate 
students, among them Dr. Scott Branton, Dr. Reagan Sadler, 
Dr. Todd Pharr, Dr. David May and others.  One of his former 
post-doctoral fellows is the Dean at Clemson University and 
another is department head of Animal Science at West Virginia 
(a combined department with poultry). Another of his former 
students is head of the immunobiology and cancer research 
program at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation.   

He is a member of the National Poultry Hall of Fame and 
should have been a Nobel Laureate many of his former students 
say; his discovery and subsequent work were so foundational 
to understanding avient and human immunolgy. Without 
his work, the poultry industry as we know it would not exist 
because all of our vaccination programs rely on the humoral 
immune system and those important B cells. This is also true 
for humans, by the way, although we don’t have a Bursa of 
Fabricius - our blood system and spleen fill the function of 
producing B cells, but it is the same principle. 

Past recipients, industry representatives, family and friends 
attended to honor the memory and contributions of Dr. Glick. 
His discovery and research still play a vital role in our industry 
today. 

Dr. Bruce Glick

Former Dr. Glick Students: (Left to Right) Dr. Wallace Morgan, Dr. Todd 
Pharr, Dr. Reagan Sadler, Mr. Steve McLaurin, Mr. Ed Scott, Dr. Scott 
Branton, Dr. David May

Dr. Kelly Wamsley, Dr. Aaron Kiess, Ms. Holly Parker, Dr. Chris 
McDaniel, Dr. Chander Sharma and Dr. Wei Zhai

Dr. Mary Beck (MSU), Ms. Daral Glick (Daughter) and Mr. Steve 
McLaurin (Peco and Chairman of MPA)

Guests listening to speeches about Dr. Glick

by Dr. Mary Beck
Professor and Head of Poultry Science
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TIME TO REGISTER!
You Are Invited to Our Annual Convention

by Becky Beard
Administrative Assistant
Mississippi Poultry Association

Two large fundraising events happen every September for 
MPA, the MPA Convention and the Mississippi Poultry 

Foundation Auction.  
Convention is the largest event MPA has each year. The 

funds raised from the meeting provide a significant part of our 
association operating budget so we can provide many services 
to our members, promote our industry, and pay the cost of the 
meeting and the activities at the meeting.

The MPA staff has been working and planning for over a year 
to make our 2015 MPA Convention successful. On September 
17, we will head to Destin to begin what I hope is a very 
successful meeting. 

It is our hope that a U-Haul trailer is stuffed full of the items 
such as, ladies program gifts, registration packets, t-shirts, 
and over many auction items, some of which will be given 
away, others auctioned off to raise money for our scholarship 
program.

Last year we had 388 members and guests arrive in Destin to 
re-connect with friends you haven’t seen, in some cases, since 
last September. 

The Thursday night kick-off reception on the Barefoot’s Deck 
will have lots of food and drinks and we hope a beautiful sunset 
and emerald waters surrounding us.

We are excited to welcome this year’s speakers.
 

Friday, By Invitation Only – Past Chairman’s Breakfast -
House Speaker Phillip Gunn.

Friday, Business Session:
Central District Transportation Commissioner Dick Hall,
Dr. Dallas Breen, Stennis Institute of Government,
MSU Panel of Agencies about 10 min each 
Dr. Greg Bohach, Dr. Danny Magee, Dr. Mary Beck,
Dr. Jim Watson, Commissioner Cindy Hyde- Smith, Jody 
Purswell

Saturday, Business Session - Congressman Trent Kelly 
(invited). Congressman Kelly was elected June 2nd to replace 
the late Allan Nunnelee in the 1st District.

The business sessions will be on Friday and Saturday morning 
with speakers and business programs. The MPA Board of 
Directors will meet saturday mornings.

As always golf and fishing are the afternoon’s activities. 
Last year’s friday fishing tournament was the largest group we 
have had in years. This year the fishermen will be fed lunch 
by International Paper and supplied with drinks from Agri-
Business, and will set off on a five-hour search for the largest 
fish, most fish caught and etc. Prizes for the fishermen will be 
awarded at Saturday night’s awards program.  Great prizes will 

be sponsored by American Packaging Company and Briggs 
Equipment Co. These companies have been very generous with 
prizes such as The Green Egg Grill as the top fishing prizes 
and many other items. Last year, a cash prize was given to the 
audience through a cash drawing. The total amount of prizes 
for fishing was more than $8,000.

Vendworks, LLC, McNeely Plastics, and International Paper 
sponsor the golf tournaments. The prizes at last year’s golf 
tournament totalled $12,000. We hope to have a large number 
of golfers this year because the prizes are lined up and ready to 
be distributed to the golfers.

The ladies in attendance will be hosted by Cobb-Vantress and 
Huvepharma at a brunch and a painting party. I heard so many 
good things said about the painting party that we decided to do 
the same thing this year. Now that the participants learned how 
to paint they want to step up the lessons. 

I would like to say thank you in advance to all of our 
sponsors. We could not have successful meetings and fun 
activities without your support.

The MPA Allied Industry Person of the Year Award and the 
Hall of Fame presentations will be awarded Saturday night. We 
look forward to these awards for 2015. 

After all the business meetings and tournament fun is 
over and the prizes awarded it is time to get serious about 
fundraising for the Mississippi Poultry Foundation. The auction 
provides many services but one thing that is important is the 
scholarship money that is given each year to six deserving 
students attending or about to begin college. Grower’s children 
and grandchildren are the recipients of the scholarships given 
each year.  

Last year our members were very generous providing 124 
silent auction items. After the silent auction ended it was time 
for the live auction. Auctioneer Joe Joe Brown started the live 
auction and both auctions raised $26,130.00. We hope to 
surpass this total for 2015.

Again, this year we extend an invitation and we hope to see 
everyone in Destin, FL on September 17-20, 2015. 

Please complete the form for registration and mail it back 
to me at the MPA office or go online to www.mspoultry.org to 
register.  

Call or email me if you have any questions. My number 
is 601.932.7560 or 601.214.8883 and my email is beard@
mspoultry.org.
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MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION
2015 CONVENTION REGISTRATION- SEPTEMBER 17-20, 2015

HILTON SANDESTIN GOLF & BEACH RESORT, DESTIN, FL 

NAME  _______________________________________________________________________________________________
COMPANY NAME _____________________________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________
CITY _____________________________________________ STATE ________________ ZIP CODE ____________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________
BUSINESS PHONE _________________________________ CELL PHONE _______________________________________
NAME FOR BADGE ___________________________SPOUSE’S NAME FOR BADGE  _____________________________
 (If attending)          
T-SHIRT SIZE: S M L XL 3XL 4XL 5XL, SIZE FOR SPOUSE: S M L XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 

PLEASE CIRLCE YOUR SIZES

REGISTRATION FEES:
( )  Formula/Allied Members Single or Couple ($375.00)  -------------------------------------------------  $ ______________
( )  Non-Member Single or Couple ($475.00) -----------------------------------------------------------------  $ ______________
( )  Grower Member Single or Couple ($50.00)  --------------------------------------------------------------  $ ______________

ACTIVITY FEES:  

( )  Vendworks/McNeely Plastic Products Friday Golf, Raven Golf Club ($155.00)  -----------------  $ ______________
( )  International Paper Saturday Golf, Links Golf Club ($150.00)   --------------------------------------  $ ______________

( )  Mulligan (4 for $25, limit 4 per golfer, 2 per tournament)   -------------------------------------------  $ ______________

 ( ) American Packaging/Briggs Equipment Co. Fishing Tournament ($250.00)  -----------------------  $ ______________

( ) Cobb-Vantress/Huvepharma Ladies Program (Please respond by September 5th) 
Complimentary, but you need to register for headcount purposes.   ------------------------------------  $ ______________                               

 LATE REGISTRATION FEE $ 75.00 AFTER AUGUST 31st  $ ______________

 CONVENTION REGISTRATION TOTAL $ ______________

The Association accepts MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Discover. If using a credit card, please provide the following:  
Type of card _____________________Name on Card _______________________________________ Exp. Date ____________________
Account Number  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail your check and registration form including all activities you wish to participate in to: 
 Mississippi Poultry Association, Inc.
  110 Airport Road, Suite C
  Pearl, MS  39208
Please indicate your requested golf foursome below for the Vendworks/ McNeely Plastics Friday Tournament: 

1.___________________ 2.___________________ 3.___________________ 4.___________________

Please indicate your requested golf foursome below for the International Paper Saturday Tournament: 

1.___________________ 2.___________________ 3.___________________ 4.___________________

Handicap  ___________________or __________________ Average Score ______________________

Please mail your registration form, including all activities in which you wish to participate to: Mississippi Poultry 
Association, Inc. 110 Airport Road, Suite C, Pearl, Mississippi 39208. For more information, call MPA at 601-932-
7560 or visit www.mspoultry.org to register online.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Kim Caldwell
Peco Foods

Richard Carter 
Marshall Durbin

Ronnie Ingram
Tyson Foods

Michael Magee
Tyson Foods

Ted Mangum
Wayne Farms

Lee McCollough 
Marshall Durbin

Peter McKinley
Sanderson Farms

Matt Owen
Wayne Farms

Robert Smith
Wayne Farms

Danny Thornton
Peco Foods

Cindy Tucker
Peco Foods

Kenneth Upton
Sanderson Farms

Jon Wilson
Peco Foods

GROWER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION

If you want to join the

Mississippi Poultry 

Association as a Grower 

Member, call the MPA

office at (601) 932-7560

for more information!

Mark Leggett, President 
leggett@mspoultry.org

Steve McLaurin, Chairman

Dr. Ryn Divine, Vice Chairman

Danny Thornton, Grower Advisory Committee Chairman

Bill Rosenblatt, Grower Relations Coordinator
bill@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard, Administrative Assistant 
beard@mspoultry.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
110 Airport Road South, Suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208
Phone: (601) 932-7560
Fax: (601) 932-7568
www.mspoultry.org

110 Airport Road South, Suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

BREEDER HATCHERY SEMINAR
August 11, 2015
Mississippi State Poultry Diagnostics Lab
8:00 a.m.
3137 Highway 468 West
Pearl, MS 39208

August 12, 2015
Collins Convention Center
8:00 a.m.
3220 Highway 49
Collins, MS 39248

78TH ANNUAL
MISSISSIPPI POULTRY CONVENTION
Hilton Sandestin Golf, Beach & Spa Resort
Destin, FL
September 17-20
For further Details, See pages 24-25

PARTY PRIMARIES
August 4, 2015

Run Off
August 25, 2015


