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Poultry growers facing lawsuit by environmental 
groups and administrative pressure from the 

environmental Protection Agency have won their cases 
that gained national attention. the hudson family in 
Delaware and Lois Alt in West Virginia, who were 
operating their farms in compliance with federal law 
and regulations, faced the potential of large fines had 

they lost. Agricultural groups across the country were watching these two cases for 
the impact they would have on poultry farming.

Failure oF ProoF – WaterkeePer alliance, inc. v. Hudson
 On December 20, 2012, a federal district court in Maryland found that a 
plaintiff environmental group (“Waterkeeper”) failed to show, by a preponderance 
of the evidence, that a farm’s poultry operations discharged pollutants into waters 
of the united states. In Waterkeeper Alliance, Inc. v. hudson, Waterkeeper, 
suing under the citizen suit provision of the Clean Water Act (CWA), one of the 
primary weapons in Waterkeeper’s arsenal, alleged that a farm owned by Alan and 
Kristin hudson (“hudson Farm”), and allegedly controlled by Perdue Farms, Inc. 
(“Perdue”), was discharging chicken manure into a tributary to the Pocomoke River. 
Waterkeeper based its allegations largely upon aerial photos of supposed chicken 
manure piled on the hudson Farm. evidence during the bench trial demonstrated 
that the supposed chicken manure pile was, in fact, bio-solid fertilizer. Following the 
10-day bench trial, the Court entered judgment in favor of hudson Farm and Perdue. 
however, although the Court ruled against Waterkeeper for failure of proof, it did 
not reject as a matter of law the theory that a CWA violation could be found without 
evidence of an “observed” discharge.
 the claim from Waterkeeper originated from concerns harbored by one of its 
members that pollution from the hudson Farm would affect their enjoyment of the 
Pocomoke River. After conducting an aerial surveillance flight over the hudson Farm 
and some water sampling near the site, Waterkeeper gave notice that it intended 
to sue hudson Farm and Perdue, instead of reporting its concern to the Maryland 
Department of the environment (MDe). In response to the notice letter, the MDe 
inspected hudson Farm and did not find evidence of any discharges of chicken litter 
(hudson Farm has two chicken houses that are approximately 
500 feet long and 40 feet wide. each house can hold 
approximately 40,000 birds). the Court agreed, 
holding that there was “no evidence of any 
observable discharge of pollution from chicken 
litter into any ditch on the hudson Farm.” the 
Court conceded that it was “possible” that 
some particle of chicken litter made its way 
out of the houses and into the Pocomoke 
River, but that without “appropriate testing” 
there was no “observable evidence.” Yet, the 
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Brunini’s Environmental Group is 
“one of the premier practices in the state” 
and represents major manufacturers and 

private industry clients.  

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 
litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance 
issues as well as due diligence and transactional 
matters. Chambers USA: Leading Lawyers has 
ranked Brunini as a Level One Environmental         
Law Firm.

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 
Poultry Association.  John Brunini, Gene Wasson and 
Susan King round out this leading Environmental 
Law Group.

Environmental Law Attorneys

Environmental Law Group

John Brunini John Milner Gene Wasson

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

Columbus
662-240-9744  

www.brunini.com
Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certi�cation 
of expertise. Any decision with respect to legal service should 

not be based solely on this or any other advertisement. 
Free background information available upon request.

Susan King

Court cautioned that it is “not implying that there must always 
be an eyewitness to a discharge in order for a CWA violation 
to be established.” 
 As to whether Perdue could be held liable as an operator 
if the Court had found a CWA violation based on a discharge 
from the hudson Farm, the court offered a limited statement. 
Quoting the supreme Court’s decision in united states v. 
Bestfoods, the Court noted that such liability requires a 
showing that the defendant “must manage, direct, or conduct 
operations specifically related to pollution, that is, operations 
having to do with the leakage or disposal of hazardous 
waste, or decisions about compliance with environmental 
regulations.” In this case, Perdue provided advice on bird 
health and product quality, not environmental compliance. 
the Court stated that “Perdue should be commended, not 
condemned . . . to have tried to take the lead in addressing 
some of the very issues about which (Waterkeeper) is 
concerned.”

dust and FeatHers – West virginia Poultry 
groWer lois alt
 In December 2012, in a surprise about-face, the 
u.s. environmental Protection Agency (ePA) withdrew its 
previous order demanding that West Virginia grower Lois Alt 
obtain a national Pollutant Discharge elimination system 
(nPDes) discharge permit for stormwater runoff from her 
broiler operation or face up to $37,500 per day in penalties. 
specifically, ePA alleged that dust particles containing manure 
and feathers landed on the ground outside the chicken 
houses and that when these particles came into contact with 
rainwater and entered nearby ditches, an illegal discharge 
occurred. As you know, ePA cannot require a concentrated 
animal feeding operation (CAFO) to have a nPDes permit 
unless the CAFO is “actually discharging.”
 Alt, who runs an exemplary operation and has even won 
awards for the environmental stewardship that she practices 
on her farm, countered ePA’s action by filing a lawsuit to 
challenge ePA’s enforcement order. Alt was soon backed by 
the American Farm Bureau Federation and the West Virginia 
Farm Bureau. ePA aggressively opposed the Farm Bureaus’ 
participation. Once the u.s. District Court for the northern 
District of West Virginia ruled that the Farm Bureaus had the 
right to join Alt’s lawsuit, the ePA suddenly backed down 
and withdrew its enforcement action against Alt, citing 
new management practices identified during a May 2012 
re-inspection of the Alt farm.
 Although ePA’s withdrawal is a personal victory for Alt, 
she and the Farm Bureaus want to litigate the “dust and 
feather” issue now. Consequently, Alt and the Farm Bureaus 
will not consent with ePA’s motion to dismiss the case from 
court. this lawsuit pertains to the issue of what constitutes 
a discharge from a CAFO. In order to resolve this issue, the 
lawsuit must go forward. the Mississippi Poultry Association 
(MPA) will provide updates on any developments in this case.

Continued from page 1
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We Know Poultry

FirstSouthLand.com

Mississippi’s premier lender for poultry Mississippi’s premier lender for poultry 
operations, land purchases and operations, land purchases and 

agribusiness loans. agribusiness loans. 

First South Farm Credit’s staff understands 
the financing needs of poultry operations. 
Whether you’re expanding your current 

operation or just starting out, we are 
ready to help you grow.

!!POULTRY FARMERS!! 
Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson

Could Save You Thousands – All On One Policy

1. One Million Dollar Liability  6. Loss of Income • Mechanical Breakdown
2. Tractors • Bailers • ATV’s   7. Generators • Wells
3. Homeowners • Auto    8. Life Insurance
4. Single Deductible    9. Payment Plans
5. Livestock     10. Full Replacement Costs

Wilks Insurance Agency
HWY. 11 SOUTH • LAUREL • 601-426-3350
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PResIDent’s RePORt:
Protecting Poultry

By Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association

Food. We expect it to be there when we 
want it, like we like it. Most people don’t 

see how easily the sequence of events that  
lead from the farm to the table can be 
disrupted and our favorite foods not be there.
 the Mississippi Poultry Association works  
to explain this amazing process developed 
over the last 75 years to elected officials at 

the local, state, and federal level and to the general public as 
it relates to poultry products. MPA works to protect that chain 
of events that provides Americans and the world with the 
most wholesome and affordable chicken and egg products.
 two recent examples in Washington, D.C., and in Jackson,  
Mississippi, highlight some of the ways MPA has worked to help  
keep the process of providing food to consumers unimpeded. 
 On a recent national Chicken Council Day in 
Washington, MPA members spoke with our state’s 
Congressional delegation about two issues: ethanol and 
possible furloughs of federal poultry inspectors. ethanol is 
placing stress on the system that brings meat and poultry of 
all kinds to the table, but shutting down poultry plants one 
day a week would have disrupted the entire system.
 nationally, the broiler industry has shrunk from 220 
million eggs set in 2007 to 200 million today. A major 
contributor is that corn (55 percent of the cost of raising a 
chicken) has gone from $2.50 per bushel to $8.00 per bushel 
last year, as 40 percent of our corn now goes into our gas 
tanks in the form of ethanol. 
 MPA members have consistently pointed this out to our 
Congressional delegation since the Renewable Fuel standard 
(RFs) went into effect, but like so much else in Washington 
these days, the two sides are so dug in that things continue as  
they are. Meanwhile, corn is flowing into the u.s. from Brazil.
 Corn prices can’t compare to the headaches that could 
have occurred if poultry plants had been forced to shut down 
from the furlough of federal meat and poultry inspectors.  
thankfully, Congress recognized this and provided funding to 
prevent furloughing the inspectors and idling poultry plants.
 under federal law, poultry processing plants are 
prohibited from operating without the united states 
Department of Agriculture’s (usDA) Food safety Inspection 
service (FsIs) inspectors present. Reports in the press 
attributed to usDA said that FsIs inspectors were to be 
furloughed one day per week starting in July for 10 to 12 
weeks as a way to deal with automatic budget cuts known as 
“sequestration.”  If this scenario had played out, it would have 
meant a 20 percent reduction in poultry production each week  
during that time. the ripple effect would be felt into the fall.
 stopping a plant once a week causes pain all the way 
back through the well-organized system. Chickens will be 
in houses longer, growing larger during the summer months. 
the baby chicks can’t be delivered from the hatchery to the 
broiler farm on schedule, setting up a string of problems. the 
Fourth of July barbecued chicken on our plates results from a 
fertilized egg picked up on April Fool’s Day.
 A 20 percent reduction in supply would have lead to an 

increase in wholesale prices, at least some of which will make 
their way to grocery store meat cases.  
 Meeting customer demands for sizes and timely delivery 
of the quantity of poultry products will get extremely 
difficult, if not impossible. Mississippi’s u.s. senators and 
representatives are to be commended for solving this issue 
before it idled poultry plants, causing lost wages, lost sales, 
increased prices, euthanized chickens, and angry consumers.
 speaking of customers, MPA worked with a coalition 
of other groups interested in protecting consumers choices 
in food to pass what became known as the anti-Bloomberg 
bill in the Mississippi Legislature. On March 18, Mississippi 
Governor Phil Bryant signed the bill which says the 
Legislature will make decisions about any restrictions on food 
so that there will never be a patchwork of local mandates 
about how food is raised, prepared, explained on menus, or 
marketed to consumers. In cities across the country, there is 
a growing trend for local governments to set restrictions and 
requirements on food in a misguided attempt to deal with 
health problems.
 new York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s ban on 
soft drinks above a certain size is on hold as it is appealed 
through that state’s court system. Cities in California have 
banned toys in kids’ meals and even limited new fast food 
restaurants in certain neighborhoods based on the perceived 
health of the residents. some cities are requiring menu 
labeling. there have been and will be more attempts to 
promote an organic agenda by requiring labeling of how food 
was raised or grown.
 now that senate Bill 2687 is law, there cannot be different  
requirements for food from town to town as small groups of 
activists push their own agenda. Food is already regulated by 
federal and state agencies, and the Mississippi Legislature will 
make future decisions about additional requirements so all 
food businesses are on a level playing field.
 this concern to protect consumers’ food choices brought 
together MPA, the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation, and 
the associations for restaurants, retailers, soft drink bottlers, 
owners of convenience stores, owners of vending machines, 
seed companies, and small business owners.
 MPA will continue to work to ensure the poultry industry 
can do what it has set the standard for doing – meeting 
customer demands for safe, affordable, and available food.
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the Mississippi Poultry Association would like to introduce BIll ROSENBlatt, the new 
Grower Advisory Coordinator. Bill’s first day was March 7. until recently, Bill lived in 

Memphis, tennessee, where he worked for the shelby County Mayor, Mark Luttrell, and a small 
technology firm.  
 Bill was born and raised in Jackson, Mississippi. he graduated from the university of 
Mississippi with a degree in history and a minor in political science. his favorite courses covered 
the agricultural history and the political developments that have shaped our state.  
 Bill is eager to assist growers as they face the growing impact of Federal and state policies 
on their operations. he is enthusiastic to work for you as your Grower Advisory Coordinator. he 
has already visited processing 
plants, hatcheries, feed mills, and 
poultry farms.  
 “I am excited to have the 
opportunity to serve our members 

who contribute so much to our state’s economic viability. I look 
forward to learning more about the different aspects of the poultry 
industry by continuing to travel the state meeting with growers 
and listening to their key concerns. I am honored to be part of 
an industry that produces our state’s number one agricultural 
commodity,” Bill said. 
 You may contact Bill at bill@mspoultry.org, or call (601) 932-
7560 or his cell at (601) 942-9269. he looks forward to hearing 
from you!

BILL ROsenBLAtt, neW MPA 
GROWeR ReLAtIOns COORDInAtOR

By Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association

Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS

SAVE MONEY NOW!

CONTACT:
WILKS INSURANCE AGENCY

HWY 11 SOUTH, LAUREL, MS 601.426.3350

NEW HOMEOWNER POLICIES NOW AVAILABLE
(Must own 3 acres to qualify)

Bill Rosenblatt
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With lots of insurance 
companies out there, 
only one can be the nation’s 
leading farmowners insurer 
– Nationwide® Agribusiness.

We understand your risks 
and your needs. That’s why 
we offer AgriChoice® farm 
insurance products that are 
tailored to meet your needs.

• Coverages designed 
specifi cally for your 
agribusiness operation

• Local, experienced farm 
insurance professionals

• Farm-specifi c claims 
service, 24/7

• Convenient billing options

Owning a farm takes hard 
work, and AgriChoice® 
will work hard for you. Give 
us the chance to earn your 
business today.

Something to crow about

 

AgriChoice®

America’s Choice for Farm Insurance

Underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company and its affiliates,1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50391-3000. Customers will be placed with a company based on their location 
and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, 
and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  All rights reserved. ADP7032a (0609) 00

T H E  N O W E L L  A G E N C Y,  I N C .
2010 Oak Grove Rd
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 268-8838

6645 Hwy 98 West
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-8494

1500 Old Fannin Rd
Brandon, MS 39047 
(601) 992-4444

1913 Hwy 82 West
Greenwood, MS 38930
(662) 455-9900

105 Katherine Dr 
Flowood, MS 39232 
(601) 939-7700

2270 McCullough Blvd
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 844-1944

7116 Siwell Rd
Byram, MS 39272
(601) 372-5554

Call one of our “Farm Certified” agents today!
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Howard Helmer (right), world renowned “Eggspert,” lines up the 
coaches for a quick lesson on omelet making.

The Luncheon had a strong turnout with over 200 in attendance.

Part of the Farm Credit System

SouthernAgCredit.com       1-800-449-5742

The original Land Bank

Financing for: Farms & Ranches • Agribusiness  
Loans Country Homes • Recreational Property

Part of the Farm Credit System

the 2013 MPA Legislative Luncheon this year had a strong 
turnout with over 200 people present. MPA allied and 

company members were present to speak with legislators and 
vigorously promoted our industry to the many lawmakers and 
public officials present. MPA Chairman todd Grisham welcomed 
the elected officials and legislative staff and gave the invocation.
 As in years past, howard helmer came to Mississippi to help 
teach the guests how to make a fast and tasty omelet. howard 
holds the Guinness World Record for cooking the world’s fastest 
omelet. his enthusiasm and knowledge of the industry made him 
a great entertainer and educator at the event this year.  
 Mississippi Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce 
Cindy hyde-smith also attended the event where she spoke 
about the economic significance of the poultry industry and 
cooked an omelet with howard on stage. to help ensure all the 
guests were taught how to make his delicious omelets, howard 
trained over ten lawmakers of both parties to assist the other 
guests. the remainder of the event was a time for the lawmakers 
and public officials to enjoy their own omelet creations and 
witness firsthand the delicious and nutritious value that our 
commodity produces.
 the event was co-sponsored by the Mississippi egg 
Marketing Board, and sanderson Farms provided chicken entrees.

MPA, eGG MARKetInG BOARD LunCheOn 
POPuLAR WIth LeGIsLAtORs, stAFF By Bill Rosenblatt, MPA 

Grower Advisory Coordinator
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Let Insul-Pro Plus reduce your energy costs
            and help you grow healthier birds.

Insul-Pro
Where our customers come first

Retrofit Your Poultry House TODAY & Start Saving Money.
We Can Help!

Figure 3.  Curtain side wall on a cold morning. Figure 4.  Curtain sprayed with polyurethane
insulation on a cold morning.

601.854.6880 | insulproplus.com

®

 F
O

AM INSULATION AND SEALAN

T
S

  
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

IMPROVED HOUSE PERFORMANCE
 - Greater Static Pressure & Insulation Values

IMPROVED BIRD PERFORMANCE
 - Better Feed Conversion & Lower Mortality Rates

IMPROVED BOTTOM LINE
 - Substantial Energy Savings & More Competitive Flocks
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Many Mississippi farm families rely 
on poultry production as their 

primary source of income. A byproduct 
of poultry production is litter that remains 
in the chicken house after the birds are 
removed. Litter is a valuable fertilizer and 
soil amendment and has been used in 
this manner for years. however, recent 

challenges, such as price and availability of bedding 
materials, new rules and regulations being implemented by 
the Mississippi Department of environment Quality (MDeQ), 
lack of alternative bedding materials, increasing numbers 
of MDeQ inspections, and what to do with litter if not land 
applied have many producers looking for answers.
 Pine shavings have been the bedding material of choice 
for years. now, however, availability and price are testing 
the limits of what the poultry industry and producers can 
afford. Competing markets for shavings are driving costs up 
and supply down. Alternatives to pine shavings are needed. 
however, standards for bedding materials are high and not 
all products are acceptable. Bird performance must be at a 
high level. In addition, material must be absorbent, safe, resist 
caking and not be a source of welfare issues, such as breast 
blisters or footpad dermatitis. numerous alternatives have 
been tried with varying degrees of success including:

• soft wood shavings and sawdust (typically the industry 
standard)

• hard wood shavings and sawdust (possible mold issues)
• Rice hulls (alone or in combination with soft wood 

products)
• Peanut hulls 
• Cotton gin trash (possible pesticide issues)
• Bagase (fiber and pith byproduct of sugar cane 

production)
• Recycled paper products (some products may result in 

high litter moisture and caking)
• sand (does not heat as quickly; floor temperature is 

critical to baby chicks)
• straw (tends to mat and cake if cut too long) 

 straw can refer to any grass stubble material such as 
wheat, oat, rye, flax, switchgrass, Bermuda grass, Giant 
Miscanthus, etc. Wheat is the most commonly used straw 
as a litter material. however, Mississippi state university 
researchers recently investigated Giant Miscanthus, Bermuda 
grass and switchgrass with encouraging results (Davis et 
al., 2012a; Davis et al., 2012b). Points to keep in mind if 
considering straw-based litter include:

• Chop length is CRItICAL (¾ inch or less is best)
• Works well as top dress over old litter
• May be less expensive than shavings
• Length is likely more important than type
• Difficult to handle if it cakes or mats over in the house

 Inspections of animal feeding operations (including 
poultry farms) by MDeQ personnel are increasing. expect 
your operation to be inspected at least once every 1-3 years. 
Producers should have paperwork and record keeping 

in order and up to date and be able to produce it for the 
inspector on short notice. Inspectors may arrive unannounced 
so know where your records are and keep them easily 
accessible. Poor record keeping or no record keeping is one 
of the common violations inspectors see. this alone may 
result in a fine or penalty even if your farming operation is in 
compliance otherwise. A recent Mississippi state university 
extension service publication (tabler et al., 2013) discusses 
regulations and permits producers are responsible for, forms 
and record keeping inspectors will want to see and common 
problems and complaints inspectors often encounter.  
Producers must have their Comprehensive nutrient 
Management Plan (CnMP) and Dry Litter Poultry General 
Permit up to date to be in compliance. Producers may 
download required forms from MDeQ’s website: http://www.
deq.state.ms.us/MDeQ.nsf/page/epd_AgriculturalBranchePD,  
see: Dry Litter Poultry (DLP) AFO nOI and Forms Package.  
Forms are also available on the Mississippi Poultry 
Association’s website: http://www.mspoultry.org/. Click on the 
“Growers” link and see: MDeQ Compliance Documents.
 Addressing management and disposal of poultry 
litter under today’s increasing environmental regulations 
is becoming more difficult. however, the issue offers 
opportunities for innovative thinking to address the problem. 
For example, current regulations are being developed using 
data collected years ago. Opportunities exist to develop 
improved, updated information that reflects the current status 
of litter and soil nutritive values in the state using modern 
industry production practices. For example, integrators 
today often use phytase enzymes to make phosphorus in the 
feed more available to the bird and reduce it in the litter. In 
addition, many Mississippi growers practice partial house 
cleanout; thus, reducing the quantity of litter land applied. 
updated information would reflect these enhanced efforts by 
the poultry industry to protect the environment.  
 Growers and integrators are faced with 4 different 
aspects involving litter that are of concern: 1) bedding costs 
and availability, 2) lack of alternative bedding materials, 3) 
increasing number of MDeQ inspections, and 4) alternative 
litter disposal methods. however, these aspects present 
opportunities for joint collaborations between producers, 
integrators, and researchers that will help preserve the 
Mississippi poultry industry and protect the environment.  
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LItteR BeCOMInG MAJOR Issue 
FOR stAte’s POuLtRY PRODuCeRs

By Tom Tabler
Extension Professor
Mississippi State University
Department of Poultry Science
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Magnolia 
Beef & Poultry 

Expo 

 
Trade Show and Educational Seminars for Beef and Poultry Producers. 

 

Educational seminars, trade 
show featuring agricultural 
equipment for beef and poultry  
producers, pharmaceuticals for  
cattle, and other valuable 
 information. 

Door prizes will be given in each 
educational session. 

Educational Sessions include: 
Ventilation, Charles Swain,  
Cobb-Vantress, Inc. 
Estate Planning, Bob Hughes, 
Southern Farm Bureau Life 
Women in Ag, Sylvia Clark,  
MSU Extension Service 
Forage Quality/Haylage, 
Dr. Mike McCormick, LSU  
Southeast Research Station 

Contact your local Extension  
office or Community Bank for 
an agenda of the event. 
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Sponsored by:
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University Extension

Service

Community Bank

See you at the Expo! 
Be sure to visit MPA’s booth. 



Growing Mississippi’s Economy Since 1937 • 13

MOsQuItOes WReAK hAVOC On POuLtRY
By Kelli Holloway Jones, DVM, MAM, Diplomate ACPV
Assistant Clinical Professor, Poultry Research and Diagnostic Laboratory, College of Veterinary Medicine, Mississippi State University

Last year was a pretty quiet year disease 
wise for poultry in Mississippi, so of 

course, something had to make a little noise 
before the year was over. Mosquitoes did 
their best to cause as much noise as possible 
in 2012. they had harmful effects on both 
backyard and commercial poultry flocks in 
the state. Perhaps most notorious in 2012 

was the worst West nile Virus (WnV) outbreak in u.s. history.  
this information is according to officials at the u.s. Centers of 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 In 2012, there were reports of 5,245 human cases, 
including 236 human deaths, attributed to WnV (CDC; nov. 
27, 2012) and positive birds, humans or mosquitoes reported 
in 48 states (CDC; nov. 27, 2012). According to the CDC, 
80 percent of the reported human cases were from 13 states, 
including Mississippi, a state where 60 percent of its counties 
had WnV infected humans in 2012. While there are a wide 
range of bird species that can be infected, the susceptibility 
and severity of WnV infection varies among the bird species, 
causing mortalities in some species, while other bird species 
are seropositive but remain subclinical.  
 Chickens are considered poor amplifying hosts of WnV. 
An extensive library of blood samples has been collected 
from backyard avian flocks in Mississippi, including hundreds 
of samples collected in 2012. A subsample of these from 
flocks representing 12 counties in Mississippi was sent to 
the national Wildlife health Center for WnV testing. Out of 
the flocks tested, 70 percent were positive and 11 out of the 
12 counties had at least one positive flock. Over 45 percent 
of these positive counties had no reports of any other WnV 
activity in 2012 and would have been considered negative 
counties had they not been surveyed. this preliminary data 
indicates that WNV is present much more frequently than 
reported, but is going undetected. and, imagine the number 
of commercial flocks that were exposed to WNV infected 
mosquitoes last year. 
 In addition to spreading WnV, mosquitoes also did 
their best to infect flocks with fowl pox virus. Confirmed lab 
diagnoses of fowl pox in Mississippi commercial poultry 
flocks increased more than 4 fold in 2012 compared to 2011. 
there were also countless unconfirmed reports of fowl pox 
in both commercial and backyard poultry flocks. the typical 
presentation was the dry form of the virus which causes scab 
like lesions on the face, comb, and other featherless areas 
of the body. Producers typically saw transient performance/
production loss with this form of pox. It will typically run 
its course in the flock over a period of weeks and cause low 
to no mortality in the flock. In rarer instances, wet pox was 
observed, where lesions form in the oral cavity of the birds. 
this is typically the more severe form of the virus because 
of its tendency to interfere with eating, drinking and even 
breathing if the trachea is occluded. If infected with this form 
of pox, producers may see significant performance/production 
loss and/or mortality.  
 Last year truly put pox virus vaccination to the test, as 

most of the affected 
commercial flocks 
had received the 
vaccine. 2012 was a 
good year to take a 
closer look at crew 
vaccine handling and 
administration, as well 
as vaccine “takes” 
to try to improve the 
effectiveness of the 
vaccination program 
in the face of this 
heightened challenge. 
the backyard poultry folks were also snatching up all the 
fowl pox vaccine they could find in an attempt to provide 
protection for their pet birds. even for the hobby grower, pox 
virus is hard to ignore with its ugly prolific scab like lesions.  
 hopefully, 2013 will prove to be less of a “mosquito 
year” for all of our feathered friends in Mississippi. If not, then 
at least perhaps lessons learned from 2012 will help to enable 
early preventative actions on the parts of bird producers and 
growers before these little bugs wreak as much havoc as they 
did this past year.         

TM

A Comprehensive, Tailored 
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 � Self-Employed
 � Families & Individuals

Up to 3 Year Rate Lock*

For More Information Contact:

John Dear
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AIADJD-V2-1212
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 *Not available on all products or in all states. Exclusions and limitations apply.

A female mosquito     wikimedia.org
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south Mississippi electric (sMe) has been 
looking for new sources of electricity to 

meet the needs of more than one million 
Mississippians for the next 40 years. even 
as the demand for electricity increases, the 
commitment to provide members with the 
most affordable and reliable electric system 
remains the same. 

 In order to uphold that commitment, sMe must find new 
potential sources of electricity that meet the following criteria: 
1) the source must help continue the diversity of sMePA’s fuel 
mix; 2) the source must be environmentally compliant; and 3) 
the source must help stabilize the long-term cost of electricity.
 First, fuel diversity, which means using several types 
of fuel to generate electricity, keeps sMe from depending 
too heavily on any one type of fuel. If that fuel becomes 
too expensive or unavailable, other fuels can be used to 
generate power and offset costs. second, the greatest threat to 
affordable power is environmental challenges and the costs 
of addressing those challenges. new potential generation 
resources must comply with current environmental laws and 
be expected to meet future, more challenging rules. 
 several factors impact the cost of new generation and 
the ability to stabilize the cost of electricity. For example, 
much like owning your house has long-term advantages over 
renting a house, owning a generation resource has advantages 
over purchasing electricity from another power supplier. 
In addition, interest rates are at historic lows, making now 
the right time to invest in new generation resources. Last, 
generation sources that use less expensive, abundant fuel 
have lower long-term costs.
 Based on these criteria, sMe’s Board has decided to purchase  
a 15 percent ownership interest in Mississippi Power Company’s  
(MPCo) Plant Ratcliffe in Kemper County. the purchase will 
add 88.5 MW to the sMe generation mix. sMe elected to 
pursue the purchase following a lengthy due-diligence process 
that determined ownership would best meet the Association’s 
long-term needs. the purchase is expected to close in 2013.
 Plant Ratcliffe, upon completion in May 2014, will be a 
582 MW lignite-fueled plant that will provide sMe with low-
cost energy. Lignite is an abundant resource in Mississippi, 
ensuring a constant fuel supply for the life of the plant. the 
lignite will be mined onsite, saving money on delivery costs. 
By-products from the electric generation process will be sold 
for beneficial use in other industries, providing additional 
environmental and cost benefits. 
 “sMePA currently has a combination of owned generation  
and contracts with others to purchase generation capacity,” said  
Jim Compton, general manager and CeO. “At the direction of  
our board, we are pursuing opportunities to move from contracts  
to owned resources where such a transaction will help 
improve reliability and reduce costs to serve our Members.”
 A Power supply Options study completed by sMe in 
2010 found that owning a portion of the plant will result in 
lower costs due to the impact on wholesale rates from MPCo. 
In addition, because sMe is a large wholesale customer of 

MPCo, joint ownership of the facility will also help reduce 
MPCo customer rates. the study was updated in August 2012 
to determine if lower gas prices impacted the results, and the 
overall result remained the same. 
 “Plant Ratcliffe has a high capital cost but will have a very  
low energy cost,” said Compton. “Because sMePA currently 
purchases 28 percent of its energy needs from Mississippi 
Power Company, our wholesale rates will be impacted 
regardless of our participation in the project. however, our 
analysis shows that ownership by sMePA of a portion of the 
facility is the best overall option for our customers.”
 “We are continuing our transition from traditional 
generation resources to more efficient, more environmentally-
friendly resources,” said Compton. “the Moselle Repower 
Project was the first step, along with environmental control 
upgrades at Plant Morrow. Recently we entered into an 
agreement for ownership of the Batesville Generating station, 
and our board has given final approval for the purchase of 
the Kemper IGCC facility. All together, the investment in 
the Moselle, Morrow, Batesville and Kemper projects total 
approximately $1.1 billion and represents a very significant 
investment on behalf of the customers we serve. the return 
on this investment will be a clean, efficient generation fleet 
that will deliver low-cost energy for decades to come. We 
will also increase our ownership percentage in the generation 
resources that serve our Member loads, enabling us to take  
advantage of historic low interest rates and stabilize energy  
costs over the long-term. While all utilities face increasing costs  
due to environment regulations, we are now well-positioned 
to meet all current and anticipated ePA regulations.”         
 south Mississippi electric is a not-for-profit cooperative 
that generates, transmits and sells wholesale electric energy 
to 11 Member distribution cooperatives. these 11 Member 
systems own and maintain approximately 56,300 miles 
of distribution lines and provide service to approximately 
410,000 homes and businesses in 56 of Mississippi’s 82 
counties, across 52 percent of the state’s land mass. south 
Mississippi electric’s primary purpose is to provide affordable 
and reliable electric energy to its Members. the mission is 
accomplished by focusing on the core fundamentals of power 
generation, power purchasing, power delivery, and fuel-risk 
mitigation. For more information, visit www.smepa.coop.

eLeCtRIC POWeR AssOCIAtIOns BuY shARe 
OF KeMPeR LIGnIte POWeR PLAnt By Sara Peterson

Corporate Communications Manager
South Mississippi Electric

the electric Power Associations in poultry growing areas  
that are part of south Mississippi electric include:

southwest Mississippi ePA headquartered in Lorman
southern Pine ePA in taylorsville

Magnolia ePA in McComb
Dixie ePA in Laurel

Pearl River ePA in Columbia
Coast ePA in Kiln

singing River ePA in Lucedale

Coahoma, Delta, twin County and Yazoo Valley ePA’s in the 
Delta are also members of south Mississippi electric
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the late Dr. Bruce Glick, Giles Distinguished Professor of 
Poultry science at Mississippi state university and Chair of 

the Clemson university Poultry science Department has been 
elected to the American Poultry historical society hall  
of Fame. Dr. Glick’s 40-year academic career included 
renowned international research, dedicated teaching, and 
caring service.  
 the American Poultry historical society recognizes 
leadership in the poultry industry by electing individuals 
of exceptional character and integrity, who have rendered 
outstanding and unselfish service to the poultry industry to 
the hall of Fame. A maximum of five individuals are accepted 
for installation into the hall of Fame every three years for the 
poultry industry’s most prestigious recognition.  
 Bruce was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1927. Miss 
hildebrand’s fourth grade nature-study class at the Whiteman 
street school stimulated his lifelong interest in birds. After 
World War II military service, he completed a Poultry science 
B.s. at Rutgers university in 1951. Dr. J. Robert smyth, Jr. at 
the university of Massachusetts-Amherst directed his M.s. 
thesis. Bruce then completed his Ohio state university Ph.D. 
studies in 1955 guided by Dr. George Jaap. 
 his Ph.D. research focused on the bursa of Fabricius, 
an organ unique to birds. Bruce and fellow graduate student 
timothy s. Chang made the serendipitous discovery that 
removing the bursa at an early age significantly impaired 
a chicken’s ability to produce antibody. Discovery of the 
bursa’s role in B cell development for antibody production 
constituted a pivotal immunology milestone supporting 
humoral and cellular immune system components. the paper, 
The Bursa of Fabricius and Antibody Production, authored 
by Bruce Glick, timothy s. Chang, and R. George Jaap, was 
originally rejected by Science but was then published in 
Poultry Science 35:224-225, 1956. this work was honored as 
a 1979 Current Contents Citation Classic and as a landmark 
Contribution to Poultry Science in the 2008 Poultry Science 
association Centennial symposium. Other publications cited 
the paper 605 times through 2012.
 this discovery fueled additional research on the bursa of 
Fabricius’ immunological function, advancing agricultural and 
biomedical science. the bursa remained the central research 
theme throughout Dr. Glick’s career. Another significant 
breakthrough, made with his frequent collaborator Dr. Imre 
Olah, described a bursal secretory cell that was key to B cell 
development. 
 he authored 225 scientific papers, review articles, 
and book chapters published in high quality journals. 
through the years, exceptional research was funded by the 
multiple federal granting agencies. Additional support was 
provided by the Mississippi and south Carolina Agricultural 
experiment stations. he consistently acknowledged the 
research opportunities provided by the land grant university 
system. his research expanded knowledge of poultry across 
physiology, endocrinology, genetics, behavior, anatomy as 
well as immunology. As the primary authority on the bursa 
and the chicken immune response, he received frequent 

invitations to present his 
work in meetings and 
symposia around the 
world. 
 Dr. Glick mentored 
29 graduate students who 
received 33 degrees. Many 
of these students engaged 
in academic or government 
research careers. seventeen 
postdoctoral fellows 
expanded their experience 
in his laboratory. he 
conveyed critical concepts 
to his students through 
innovative teaching. More 
important, Bruce inspired 
students and co-workers 
through his patience, 
precision, resolve, and hard work. he valued people working 
together to reach a defined goal. Interactions with students 
and collaborators were characterized by sharing expertise 
while communicating enthusiasm.
 Bruce joined the Mississippi state university faculty in 
1955. he rose to Full Professor rank, ultimately being named 
Giles Distinguished Professor, that institution’s highest faculty 
honor. First Mississippi Corporation, Mississippi Academy of 
sciences, Msu Alumni Association, and Gamma sigma Delta 
bestowed awards for his research. he led acquisition of funds 
to expand the Msu Poultry science Building. he became 
head of the Clemson university Poultry science Department 
in 1986 where he served until 1995. An animal biotechnology 
research program and enhanced faculty interaction with the 
south Carolina poultry industry were hallmarks of his tenure.
 he was active in professional societies including the 
Poultry science Association (PsA), World’s Poultry science 
Association, American Association of Immunologists, 
American Association of Veterinary Immunology, American 
Ornithological union, and the American Physiological society.  
Bruce contributed to PsA as a Director, as Founding Immunology  
section editor for Poultry Science, and on the Foundation 
Board. he received the 1978 Merck Award for Achievement 
in Poultry science. he was chosen a Fellow of both PsA and 
the American Association for the Advancement of science. he 
served on the scientific Advisory Board of embrex, Inc.
 he grew an elaborate Hosta sp. garden and read 
biographies of u.s. Presidents during retirement. Bruce Glick 
died in 2009. surviving him are his wife, Kay, and children 
Daral, Bruce and Ryan, as well as grandchildren Joshua Glick 
spencer, Jordan Glick horne and husband, David horne, 
Austin Glick and sydni Glick.

THE PURPOSE of the American Poultry Historical Society is to 
find, collect, and preserve records, pictures, materials and objects 
connected with the development of the Poultry Industry and to make 
available the great history to this and future generations and to honor 
or recognize persons for outstanding achievement or leadership.

DR. BRuCe GLICK eLeCteD tO 
hIstORICAL sOCIetY hALL OF FAMe

By American Poultry 
Historical Society

Dr. Bruce Glick         www.jimmunol.org
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www.southerntractor.com    

Southern Tractor Has the Best 
Equipment for Your Poultry Farm 

John Deere 5095M 

Southern Tractor has the best equipment for any job on your 
poultry farm. John Deere M series tractors are the workhorse 
tractor you want. Poultry House Cleaners from Kelly  
Manufacturing and Poultry Housekeepers from Lewis Brothers 
Manufacturing give you the quality you expect. Visit your  
nearest Southern Tractor location to get the best equipment 
for your poultry  
business. 

Dump Body # 1 Housekeeper 

4200LP Poultry House Cleaner 

P.O. Box 850 
Brookhaven, MS 39602 

601-833-8699 

2633 Hwy 35 S.
Forest, MS 39074

601-469-2005

Casco Products Company, Inc.

Understanding and meeting 
your  disinfection 

and sanitation needs.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!
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DRs. tABLeR AnD WAMsLeY JOIn 
Msu POuLtRY sCIenCe DePARtMent

Drs. thomas tabler and Kelley Wamsley are the latest two additions 
to the Mississippi state university Poultry science Department.

 Dr. tabler earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees 
from the university of Arkansas. Prior to joining the Msu Poultry 
science Department, he taught in shungnak, Alaska, 20 miles north 
from the Arctic Circle, for one year. Before teaching in Alaska, he 
worked at the Arkansas Cooperative extension service at the university 
of Arkansas from 1990 to 2011. Dr. tabler has already been meeting 

with integrators and growers, providing them with information and research that will 
help further our industry. he has also contributed several articles to Emerging Trends. Dr. 
tabler can be contacted by email at tablert@ext.msstate.edu or by phone at (662) 325-
3472.
 Dr. Kelley Wamsley joined the Poultry science Department as an assistant professor. 
Before joining the Department, she was completing her doctoral work at the university 
of West Virginia where her research focused on increasing feed production and quality 
for a West Virginia poultry integrator. Dr. Wamsley received her undergraduate degree in 
animal and nutritional sciences and her master’s and doctoral degrees in animal and food 
science with a concentration in poultry nutrition and feed manufacture. In addition to 
educating future industry leaders, she and her colleagues will be conducting research on 
multiple feed options to help advance quality and reduce cost of feed. Dr. Wamsley can 
be contacted by email at kwamsley@poultry.msstate.edu or by phone at (662) 325-0487.
 MPA welcomes Drs. tabler and Wamsley. We appreciate your commitment, research, 
and service in furthering the poultry industry in our state. 

The EcodrumTM system is a proven 
technology, successfully installed on 
poultry operations throughout North 
America. The EcodrumTM is perfect 
for large scale animal production. 

Clean and simple to operate 

Low cost operation

Reduces odor and pathogens

Maintains composting activity 
in cold weather

Eliminates ground 
and water contamination

Produces a high quality 
compost used as a 
soil enhancer

Benefits:

www.ecodrumcomposter.com

Atlanta, GA
irwinbyron@gmail.com

701-446-6139

To learn more about how the ecodrumTM 
can benefit your operation contact us at:Taylorsville Poultry Supply

214 Nobles Street
Taylorsville, MS 39186

601-785-4700

By Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator 
Mississippi Poultry Association

Dr. Thomas Tabler

Dr. Kelley Wamsley
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We’re ahead of the flock
when it comes to poultry financing.

At First Financial Bank, we specialize in poultry loan solutions. We
have plans specifically designed to fit your business operations
and goals. First Financial Bank wants to help you grow!

Want to know more? Just give Cory Rawson or Ike Harrell a call
today. Tomorrow, you’ll be glad you did.

510 Hwy. 35 South • Carthage
(601) 267-6657 • www.firstfinancialbank.com

Member FDIC

THE PACKER brings production altering benefits like these:

• Reliability & consistency seven days a week
• Lower labor costs
• Faster setting times
• Centralized egg collection
• More time for barn maintenance

Take a look at the full line of Prinzen Egg Packers!

EGGS MADE EASY

AUTOMATED EGG GATHERING EQUIPMENT

SYSTEMS FOR ALL SIZE FARMS 

CALL US FOR A DEMONSTRATION
AND FREE ESTIMATE

REJANA CLARK
601-847-3391 OFFICE & FAX

601-382-0952 CELL
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ResPOnD tO the AGRICuLtuRe Census
USDA Press Release

every five years, the u.s. Department of Agriculture (usDA) conducts a count of 
every farm and ranch in America and the people who operate them. this year, 

America’s farmers and ranchers again have the opportunity to make a positive 
impact on their communities by taking part in the Census of Agriculture.  
 As the Census gets underway, we call on Mississippi’s Poultry producers to 
share their stories, ask questions and talk to their fellow producers about it. Our 
answers to the Census help grow your farm future; shape federal farm programs; 
and boost services for you, your community, and your industry. the national 
Agricultural statistics service (nAss) of usDA conducts the Census.
 Federal law requires all agricultural producers to participate in the Census 

and requires nAss 
to keep all individual information confidential. the Census 
of Agriculture is the responsibility of every farmer and rancher, 
regardless of the size or type of operation. For Census purposes, 
a farm is any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural 
products were produced and sold. If you do not respond, nAss 
will continue to contact you by mail, phone, or in person to 
obtain a response.
 After all, the Census of Agriculture is your voice, your future, 
and your responsibility. You can fill the census out online, 
or you should have been sent a form. For more information 
about the Census, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov, or call 
1-888-4AG-stAt (1-888-424-7828).
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Table 27.  Poultry - Inventory and Number Sold:  2007 and 2002 
[Data include poultry sold and moved off the farm.  For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 2007 

2002 

2007 
2002 

Item 
Farms Number Farms Number Item 

Farms Number Farms Number 

INVENTORY  
Layers (see text) ..................................      Farms with inventory of-         1 to 49 ..........................................          50 to 99 ........................................          100 to 399 ....................................          400 to 3,199 .................................          3,200 to 9,999 ..............................          10,000 to 19,999 ..........................          20,000 to 49,999 ..........................          50,000 to 99,999 ..........................          100,000 or more ..........................   

Pullets for laying   flock replacement ..............................   
Broilers and other meat-type   chickens .............................................   
Turkeys (see text) ................................   
Ducks ...................................................   
Emus ...................................................   
Geese ..................................................   
Ostriches .............................................   
Pheasants ............................................   
Pigeons or Squab ................................   
Quail ....................................................   
Other poultry (see text) ........................   
 
NUMBER SOLD  
Layers (see text) ..................................      Farms by number sold-         1 to 99 ..........................................          100 to 399 ....................................          400 to 3,199 .................................          3,200 to 9,999 ..............................          10,000 to 19,999 ..........................          20,000 to 49,999 ..........................          50,000 to 99,999 ..........................          100,000 or more ..........................  

 
 

145,615 
 

125,195 
10,648 
5,001 

785 
626 

1,373 
1,292 

261 
434 

 
 

22,514 
 
 

32,668 
 

17,226 
 

31,391 
 

3,621 
 

18,869 
 

714 
 

5,313 
 

5,369 
 

3,983 
 

34,401 
 
 
 
 

24,971 
 

19,091 
1,669 

563 
721 

1,433 
1,053 

197 
244 

 
 349,772,508 
 

2,006,251 
651,314 
785,699 
783,776 

4,691,571 
20,218,149 
35,972,247 
18,129,706 266,533,795 

 
 105,876,529 
 
 1,602,574,592 
 107,173,804 
 

3,984,982 
 

28,443 
 

177,812 
 

11,188 
 

3,773,593 
 

531,489 
 

10,611,067 
 

2,993,318 
 
 
 
 194,955,057 
 

386,526 
281,575 
604,332 

5,417,492 
21,419,741 
29,334,123 
13,887,039 123,624,229 

 
 

98,315 
 

82,693 
7,431 
3,684 

487 
672 

1,421 
1,127 

302 
498 

 
 

25,624 
 
 

37,937 
 

16,586 
 

26,140 
 

5,224 
 

17,110 
 

1,643 
 

4,977 
 

4,405 
 

3,742 
 

13,790 
 
 
 
 

18,621 
 

13,776 
1,150 

294 
605 

1,223 
895 
305 
373 

 
 334,435,155 
 

1,366,625 
443,106 
557,490 
507,033 

5,051,441 
20,695,146 
31,665,909 
21,436,185 252,712,220 

 
 

94,882,450 
 
 1,389,279,047 
 

93,028,191 
 

3,823,629 
 

48,221 
 

173,000 
 

20,560 
 

2,267,136 
 

449,255 
 

4,888,196 
 

1,629,522 
 
 
 
 202,947,490 
 

282,433 
180,715 
318,466 

4,457,915 
17,758,088 
25,984,561 
21,684,118 132,281,194 

NUMBER SOLD - Con.  
Pullets for laying   flock replacement .............................    Farms by number sold-         1 to 1,999 ...................................        2,000 to 15,999 ..........................        16,000 to 29,999 ........................        30,000 to 59,999 ........................        60,000 to 99,999 ........................        100,000 or more ......................... 

Broilers and other meat-type   chickens ...........................................    Farms by number sold-         1 to 1,999 ...................................        2,000 to 15,999 ..........................        16,000 to 29,999 ........................        30,000 to 59,999 ........................        60,000 to 99,999 ........................        100,000 to 199,999 ....................        200,000 to 299,999 ....................        300,000 to 499,999 ....................        500,000 or more ......................... 
Turkeys (see text) ..............................    Farms by number sold-         1 to 1,999 ...................................        2,000 to 7,999 ............................        8,000 to 15,999 ..........................        16,000 to 29,999 ........................        30,000 to 59,999 ........................        60,000 to 99,999 ........................        100,000 or more ......................... 

Ducks ................................................. 
Emus .................................................. 
Geese ................................................ 
Ostriches ............................................ 
Pheasants .......................................... 
Pigeons or squab ............................... 
Quail .................................................. 
Other poultry (see text) ......................

 
 
 

4,169 
 

2,382 
126 
286 
625 
382 
368 

 
 

27,091 
 

9,743 
334 
87 

197 
623 

2,270 
2,493 
4,840 
6,504 

 
8,284 

 
5,529 

85 
110 
255 
792 
686 
827 

 
5,946 

 
524 

 
2,497 

 
155 

 
2,582 

 
1,441 

 
2,072 

 
6,640 

  

 
 
 161,354,686 
 

155,483 
1,150,407 
6,199,685 

26,423,877 
28,132,401 
99,292,833 

 
 8,914,828,122 
 

1,178,804 
2,044,755 
1,903,683 
8,800,795 

49,932,801 341,362,565 604,600,599 1,892,461,973 6,012,542,147 
 295,793,159 
 

213,253 
350,941 

1,288,711 
5,752,318 

34,512,017 
51,117,518 202,558,401 

 
27,321,288 

 
6,540 

 
161,133 

 
5,697 

 
10,876,586 

 
1,294,163 

 
39,968,045 

 
4,354,448 

 

 
 
 

8,193 
 

6,337 
135 
256 
662 
425 
378 

 
 

32,006 
 

10,869 
406 
206 
444 

1,060 
3,311 
4,653 
5,754 
5,303 

 
8,436 

 
5,590 

93 
126 
290 
789 
748 
800 

 
5,835 

 
1,143 

 
2,920 

 
472 

 
2,519 

 
1,309 

 
1,907 

 
3,627 

 

174,916,701 

284,617 
1,182,881 
5,575,458 

28,218,548 
31,101,790 108,553,407 

8,500,313,357 

1,146,308 
2,871,466 
4,420,530 

19,732,838 
84,498,647 498,386,958 1,137,668,155 2,191,324,340 4,560,264,115 

283,247,649 

217,182 
429,577 

1,527,243 
6,485,730 

34,005,988 
55,689,033 184,892,896 

24,143,066 

15,682 

200,564 

16,038 

7,206,460 

1,160,364 

19,157,803 

3,111,544 
 

 
 
 
 Table 28.  Sheep and Lambs - Inventory, Wool Production, and Number Sold:  2007 and 2002 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 
2007 

2002 

2007 
2002 

Item 

Farms Number Farms Number Item 

Farms Number Farms Number 

Sheep and lambs inventory ..........................      Farms with-         1 to 24 ...................................................          25 to 99 .................................................          100 to 299 .............................................          300 to 999 .............................................          1,000 to 2,499 .......................................          2,500 to 4,999 .......................................          5,000 or more .......................................  

83,134 
 

54,889 
21,070 
4,762 
1,599 

502 
165 
147 

5,819,162 
 

520,091 
952,129 
746,733 
801,425 
779,440 
571,054 

1,448,290 

73,814 
 

44,562 
20,694 
5,670 
1,995 

558 
185 
150 

6,341,799 
 

402,400 
969,275 
903,061 

1,027,243 
851,511 
644,231 

1,544,078

Sheep and lambs inventory - Con.  
    Ewes 1 year old or older ......................... 
 
Wool production (pounds) ........................... 
Sheep and lambs sold ................................

 
 

68,222 
 
 

43,091 
 

53,268 
  

 
 

3,516,409 
 
 

34,017,725 
 

4,579,608 
 

 
 

66,769 
 
 

47,208 
 

47,464 
 

 
 

3,632,196 
 
 

39,798,847 
 

5,426,904 
 

www.agcensus.usda.gov
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the annual MPA Poultry Management school has been 
moved back to May this year. the Mississippi state 

university College of Veterinary Medicine in starkville will 
be the location for the May 14-15 school. We will kick off the 
year’s school at 1:00 p.m. in the Vet school auditorium.  
 At 4:35, we will travel to the VFW in starkville on Old 
highways 25 for the shrimp Boil, sponsored by the Allied 
Industry, and Barbeque, sponsored by Casco Products. Buses 
will provide transportation to and from the VFW for your 
comfort and safety.
 On Wednesday, May 15, we will start our three breakout 
sessions at 8:00 a.m. at the Vet school. Lunch, sponsored 
by First south Farm Credit, will be held at the hill Poultry 
science Building at 11:30 a.m.  
 to save time, please use the registration form provided on  
page 23, and mail the completed form to the MPA office at 
110 Airport Road, suite C, Pearl, Ms 39208, or you may call 
the MPA office at (601) 932-7560. If you have pre-registered, 
all you have to do is pick up your name badge and program 
between noon and 1:00 p.m. in the Vet school lobby.
 the cost of registration is $125.00 per person for MPA 
allied and company members, $175.00 per person for non-
members, $25.00 for grower members, and $50.00 for non-
members growers.

aCCOMMODatIONS
 For your convenience, three hotels will be holding rooms 
for those who want to spend the night in starkville. You must 
mention MPA when calling to reserve your rooms.

hAMPtOn Inn – $104.00 per night, double or king, please 
call (662) 324-1333.

hILtOn GARDen Inn – $119.00 per night, double or king, 
please call (662) 615-9664.

LAQuIntA Inn & suItes – $96.00 per night, double or 
king, please call (662) 270-4100. 

tENtatIVE aGENDa
MaY 14, 2013

11:00 A.M. 
ReGIstRAtIOn: College of Veterinary Medicine Lobby

1:00-4:30 P.M.  
GeneRAL sessIOn: Main Auditorium 
MPA Chairman, todd Grisham Presiding

GROWeR ReLAtIOns/COMMunICAtIOn: tom super, national 
Chicken Council

OVeRVIeW OF POuLtRY ResOuRCes At Msu: Dr. Mary Beck, 
head of the Msu Poultry science Department

InDustRY thReAts: Paul Bredwell, u.s. Poultry

DeQ – WhAt DeQ InsPeCtORs LOOK FOR: Ken LeFluer

4:35 P.M. 
Buses LeAVe FOR the VFW 

5:00 P.M. 
hOsPItALItY tIMe: sponsored by Allied Industry

5:30 P.M.  
DInneR & enteRtAInMent: sponsored by Allied Industry and 
Casco Products

MaY 15, 2013

thRee BReAKOut sessIOns WIth sPeAKeRs InCLuDe:

VentILAtIOn – AttIC InLAY: Dr. Jody Purswell  

FeeD WIthDRAWAL: Dr. tim Cummings, Zoetis

LIGhtInG: Dr. tom tabler, Msu  

hAtCheRY ChICK QuALItY: scott Martin, Cobb-Vantress, Inc.

BReeDeRs & FeRtILItY: Dr. Chris McDaniel, Msu    

GADGets, hOW tO use theM: Dr. Jeremiah Davis, Msu

DIseAses/BIO seCuRItY: Dr. Danny Magee, Ms Veterinary Research 
Laboratory

Pest MAnAGeMent: Dr. Jerome Goddard, Msu

eMeRGenCY – BACK uP: Jess Campbell, Auburn university

BReAKs & BReAKFAst: sponsored by Cobb-Vantress, Inc. and 
International Paper

LunCh: sponsored by First south Farm Credit
hill Poultry science Building
Door prizes will be given out, and you must be present to win.

POuLtRY MAnAGeMent sChOOL
Scheduled for May 14-15 • MSU College of Veterinary Medicine

By Becky Beard
MPA Administrative Assistant

CD’s or IRA 
Coming Due? 

4-7% 
First Year  

GUARANTEED 
Includes First Year Bonus 

CALL NOW For More Information! 

L.D. O’Mire  
Financial Services 
1.800.844.3254 

 
In Business Over 50 Years 

 
Guarantees subject to the claims-paying ability of the insurance company. Surrender of the 

contract may be subject to surrender charge or market value adjustment. Product not available in 
all states. This is a single premium deferred  Annuity. Interest  rates are subject to change. With-

drawals prior to age 591/2  may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty.  
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Please return the following information, along with your payment, to:
Mississippi Poultry Association • 110 Airport Road South, Suite C • Pearl, Mississippi 39208

nAMe__________________________________________________COMPAnY _______________________________________________

ADDRess ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CItY, stAte, ZIP __________________________________________________________________________________________________

PhOne____________________________________ e-MAIL _______________________________________________________________

_____  Yes, I WILL Be RIDInG the Bus tO the shRIMP BOIL/BARBeCue.

Registration fee is $125.00 per person for MPA Allied and Company members, $175.00 per person for non-members,  
$25.00 for MPA grower members, and $50.00 for non-grower members. Due to contractual obligations, MPA cannot refund 
registrations after May 1, 2013. Payment Must accompany this registration form. MPA now accepts all major credit cards. 

_____ CheCK: enclosed is a check, made payable to MPA, Inc., in the amount of $ _________________________________________. 

_____ CReDIt CARD: I authorize MPA to charge my credit card in the amount of $ _________________________________________.

name of Card ___________________________________________ Account # _______________________________________________

type of Card ____________________________________________ expiration Date ___________________________________________

IF YOu WOuLD LIKe tO AttenD, COntACt the MPA OFFICe At (601) 932-7560,
OR eMAIL BeARD@MsPOuLtRY.ORG FOR ADDItIOnAL InFORMAtIOn

REGIStRatION

We understand the specific needs of poultry farmers and we specialize in 
financing solutions for them.  Farm land, ag production, equipment and 
building financing, long or short term... we have a plan for you. 

Give Us A Call, Stop By Our Office, or Ask A Friend.

FOR THE BEST AG PRODUCTION
FINANCING, SEE A SPECIALIST.
Poultry Operation Financing, from a Trusted Ag Lender.

Senatobia · Clarksdale · Cleveland · Tupelo · New Albany · Corinth · Houston · Starkville · Kosciusko · Indianola · Louisville

MS_LandBank_HP.indd   1 2/22/12   4:22 PM
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uPCOMInG eVents

Kim Caldwell
Peco Foods

Richard Carter 
Marshall Durbin

Bo Duvall
Marshall Durbin

Steve Holloway
Peco Foods

Ronnie Ingram
tyson Foods

Michael Magee
tyson Foods

ted Mangum
Wayne Farms

lee McCollough 
Marshall Durbin

Peter McKinley
sanderson Farms

Matt Owen
Wayne Farms

Robert Smith
Wayne Farms

Danny thornton
Peco Foods

Kenneth Upton
sanderson Farms

Jon Wilson
Peco Foods

GROWeR ADVIsORY COMMIttee

MIssIssIPPI POuLtRY AssOCIAtIOn

If you want to join the

Mississippi Poultry 

Association as a Grower 

Member, call the MPA

office at (601) 932-7560

for more information!

Mark leggett, President 
leggett@mspoultry.org

todd Grisham, Chairman

Bob Billingsley, Vice Chairman

Steve Mclaurin, treasurer

Bo Duvall, Grower Advisory Committee Chairman

Bill Rosenblatt, Grower Relations Coordinator
bill@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard, Administrative Assistant 
beard@mspoultry.org

CONtaCt INfORMatION
110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208
Phone: (601) 932-7560
Fax: (601) 932-7568
www.mspoultry.org

110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

MaGNOlIa BEEf & POUltRY ExPO – APRIL 11
Raleigh, Mississippi
See page 14 for details.

MPa POUltRY MaNaGEMENt SCHOOl – MAY 14 & 15
Mississippi state university College of Veterinary Medicine
See page 22 for details.

MPa aNNUal CONVENtION – sePteMBeR 12-15
hilton sandestin Golf, Beach & spa Resort
Destin, Florida 


