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Mississippi’s 
first State 4-H 

Poultry Chain Project 
saw 100 4-H students 
from 20 counties 
compete in raising 
chickens. For those 
of you who may not 

know, this year was our first annual 
Poultry Chain Project. this project 
was for 4-H’ers between the ages 
of 8 and 18. they bought 20 black, 
sex-linked chicks in June of this year. 
During the duration of the summer, the 
participants raised their birds, in turn 
learning about the hard work that is 
needed to raise poultry. 
 this project trained participants in 
the welfare of poultry, the importance 
of our state’s poultry industry, biosecurity and vaccinations, as well as everyday 
care and maintenance of chickens. each child had to keep a record book of all of 
their work. each book was unique to the child, but most consisted of a biosecurity 
log, feeding schedule, weight gain, mortality, and of course, pictures of the entire 
process.
 In september, 100 participants gathered for their county contests. During the 
month of september, each county held their own contest. Participants brought their 
six best birds and record books and were judged on both categories. each county 
awarded a County Grand Champion and County Reserve for the junior and senior 
category. these winners received a trophy and advanced to the state competition.
 The state competition was held on October 27. We had over 40 4-H’ers 
compete for the state title of Grand Champion in the Junior and Senior divisions 
combined. With lots of help from the faculty, staff and students of the Poultry science 
Department, judging began at 2:00 p.m., and awards were announced by 4:00 p.m. 
Each participant received a certificate and T-shirt for participation. The competition 
was very hard to judge with a lot of great competitors.
 the Poultry science Department awarded the state Grand Champion, Reserve 
Champion and 1st through 5th place with trophies and cash awards. Awards began 
at $100.00 and went to $1000.00, which the winners were thrilled to receive. these 
awards and prizes were supplied from donations from Peco Foods, tyson Foods, First 
Financial Bank, Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation, Peoples Bank, Cobb Vantress 
and the Poultry science Department at Mississippi state. We would like to thank all 
of these donors for their help in supplying the winners with money to acknowledge 
their hard work and also help to cover the cost of this project.
 Larry sims from Bay springs, Mississippi, was also a big help and volunteered 
his time to be the auctioneer for the live bird auction that was held immediately after 

THE 2012 STaTE 4-H POulTry CHain 
PrOJECT
By Jessica Wells, MSU Extension Service, Poultry Science Department

C e l e b r a t i n g  o u r  7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y !

Continued on page 2

Grand Champion Samantha Magness (Tate County)



2 • Celebrating our 75th Anniversary!

the competition. Due to our location and 
this being our first year, we did not have a 
huge success with the auction, but Larry 
did a wonderful job of still making it a fun 
event. 
 We are using this year to improve the 
chain project for 2013. We feel that this 
project was a huge success and had a very 
positive impact on educating youth about 
our industry.  We will start planning next 
year’s event beginning in January and are 
confident that our numbers will probably 
double for the 2013 year. We are very 
happy with this year’s 4-H Poultry Chain 
Project and look forward to working with 
the industry and state supporters to have an 
even better chain project next year.
 the winners were as follows: 

Junior level Winners

Grand Champion – trent Walls (Grenada 
County): Donation by First Financial, Farm 
Bureau Federation and Poultry science 
Department

Reserve – Brandon Morel (hancock 
County): Donation by Peoples Bank, and 
Poultry science Department

1st Place – Jala ross (union County): 
Donation by Poultry science Department

2nd Place – Bailey Doris (Lafayette County): 
Donation by Poultry science Department

3rd Place – Jared Head (Octibbeha County): 
Donation by Poultry science Department

4th Place – Erin McChesney (lafayette 
County): Donation by Poultry science 
Department

5th Place – Brenden Chatham (Forrest 
County): Donation by Poultry science 
Department

senior level Winners:

Grand Champion – samantha Magness 
(tate County): Donation by Peco Foods

reserve – Josh Vowells (Smith County): 
Donation by tyson Foods and Cobb 
Vantress 

1st Place – William Madden (Forrest 
County): Donation by Poultry science

2nd Place – sara Byrdy (Oktibbeha County): 
Donation by Poultry science

3rd Place – hunter Dorris (Lafayette 
County): Donation by Poultry science

4th Place – Dustin Bain (Prentiss County): 
Donation by Poultry science

5th Place – Cody Ramage (Lafayette 
County): Donation by Poultry science

Poultry Chain Junior Level Winners

Poultry Chain Senior Level Winners

Would you like to advertise in 
Emerging Trends in the New Year?

Call 
601-932-7560 

for more 
information!
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PResIDent’s RePORt: MPA’s 75th 
AnnIVeRsARY teLLs the InDustRY stORY

By Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association

As the Mississippi Poultry Association 
closes its 75th year, we can all agree 

that we left our mark outside the industry 
while working to strengthen it internally. We 
reconnected with our roots, and we reached 
out to let others know about the industry 
today and what the world needs from us 
tomorrow, all while working to protect and 

grow the poultry industry in Mississippi. the MPA staff – 
Becky Beard, Ben Chandler and I – are even more proud of 
the Association and the industry it represents after preparing 
for and conducting the events that marked our 75th year.
 In May, current and former poultry industry leaders 
gathered in Laurel at sanderson Farms, Inc. headquarters for 
a dinner/reunion where we remembered our roots. the main 
event was the unveiling of a video produced by Mississippi 
state university about the growth of the poultry industry in 
Mississippi from a collection of backyard flocks to an industry 
spanning the globe.
 We then hit the road to show the video to civic club 
audiences. Most of those presentations have been in chicken 
counties, but we are available to talk chickens anywhere in 
Mississippi. Call the MPA office to schedule a showing of the 
13-minute video or view it on MPa’s newly-designed website 
at www.mspoultry.org.
 Our state’s Congressional leaders, Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, sent letters of commendation to MPA. 
the Mississippi senate and house of Representatives passed 
resolutions commending the Association and the industry. 
MPA’s annual legislative 
reception in Jackson, 
held in cooperation 
with the Mississippi 
egg Marketing Board, 
recognized MPA’s 75th 
anniversary.
 the 75th Annual 
MPA Convention was 
another memorable 
milestone in the 
Association’s historic 
year. A panel of former 
MPA chairmen with 
over 130 years of 
combined experience 
in the industry provided 
insights into how the 
industry grew. the 
Association honored 
Becky Beard for her 25 
years of service to the 
industry.
 A host of new 
legislators took office 
in 2012, and MPA 
worked to educate 

the members about the “hidden” industry that helps feed 
the world. In February, the house Agriculture Committee 
heard about the 2,000 growers and 21 plants that combined 
employ 55,000 people. In October, members of the senate 
and house Agriculture Committees toured poultry plants and 
saw first hand the crowded parking lots, busy production lines 
and heard about the financial impact of plants in Canton, 
Carthage and Flowood.
 We went to modern poultry farms and let growers answer 
questions – and there were a lot of them – from officials with 
Congressional offices, the state offices of the usDA’s natural 
Resources Conservation service, the Mississippi Farm Bureau, 
the Mississippi Development Authority, Mississippi state 
university and MPA staff. the success of the plant and farm 
tours ensures they will be repeated in the future. 
 Becky and Ben created scrapbooks of Mississippi poultry’s 
past featuring clippings and pictures organized by decade. 
If you are in Pearl, come by the office to leaf through these 
treasures. Most of MPA’s records were lost, so rebuilding 
this history was time-consuming. if you have old pictures or 
clippings you want to share, send them on.
 All of the 75th Anniversary events came as MPA worked 
with the Legislature, Congress and regulatory agencies at 
the state and federal level to protect your interests as the 
Association put on grower seminars and grew Association 
membership. 
 thank you for your support this year and for what you do 
every day to feed the world.

The group that MPA and Tyson Foods hosted for the 2012 farm tours
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We Know Poultry

FirstSouthLand.com

Mississippi’s premier lender for poultry Mississippi’s premier lender for poultry 
operations, land purchases and operations, land purchases and 

agribusiness loans. agribusiness loans. 

First South Farm Credit’s staff understands 
the financing needs of poultry operations. 
Whether you’re expanding your current 

operation or just starting out, we are 
ready to help you grow.

!!POULTRY FARMERS!! 
Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson

Could Save You Thousands – All On One Policy

1. One Million Dollar Liability  6. Loss of Income • Mechanical Breakdown
2. Tractors • Bailers • ATV’s   7. Generators • Wells
3. Homeowners • Auto    8. Life Insurance
4. Single Deductible    9. Payment Plans
5. Livestock     10. Full Replacement Costs

Wilks Insurance Agency
HWY. 11 SOUTH • LAUREL • 601-426-3350
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Mississippi Poultry Association Chairman Ray Ables, Tyson Foods, gives 
Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant a chicken, symbolizing the 47,000-pound 
donation of poultry meat and 12,500 eggs.

MPA leaders with Governor Phil Bryant and Salvation Army Captain Ken 
Chapman after the donation.

the Mississippi Poultry Association stepped up 
its holiday season donation to the governor in 

2012, providing 47,000 pounds of broiler meat 
and 60 cases of eggs to Governor Phil Bryant on 
november 5, and he directed the donation to the 
Salvation army in Jackson. 
 this was the second year that MPA broiler and 
egg companies made a donation to the Governor 
to direct to a charity of his choice. Last november, 
MPA donated 10,000 pounds of meat and 10,000 
eggs to Governor haley Barbour who chose the 
Mississippi Food network.
 “I have worked closely with the salvation 
Army for many years and have great appreciation 
for their positive impact on our communities. I 
know Captain Chapman will work to ensure that 
this donation is distributed to those in greatest 
need,” Governor Bryant said. “I applaud the 
generosity of the members of the Mississippi 
Poultry Association, and I am thankful for their 
gift of wholesome food that will benefit so many 
Mississippians.”
 the salvation Army will directly distribute 
portions of the donation to the people they serve 
and will work with other charitable organizations 
to spread the donation throughout communities. 
 “We are so blessed by the generosity of the 
Mississippi Poultry Association and by Governor 
Phil Bryant, who always remembers the salvation 
Army!” said Captain Ken Chapman, regional 
coordinator of The Salvation army of Jackson. 
“this is going to be an incredible thanksgiving and 
Christmas season for the people we serve, because 
now not only will they get their traditional holiday 
meal, they will all receive chicken from this 
donation. What a great way to get into the holiday 
spirit! It is our plan to share this donation with the 
community through other agencies.”
 MPA Chairman Ray Ables of tyson Foods said 
at the news conference at the salvation Army, 
“With the thanksgiving holidays in a few weeks, 
we felt led to join with our Governor to bring 
attention to hunger in our state and spur other 
Mississippians to greater generosity this holiday 
season. We want this contribution to be the first 
of a wave of holiday giving in the most generous 
state in the nation.”
 “so Governor Bryant, on behalf of the member 
companies of the Mississippi Poultry Association: 
Cal-Maine Foods, Marshall Durbin Company, Peco 
Foods, sanderson Farms, tyson Foods and Wayne 
Farms LLC and on behalf of the 912 poultry farmer 
members of the MPA,” Ables said, “we proudly 
present you with 47,000 pounds of chicken and 
60 cases of eggs. this will provide more than 
270,000 servings of protein.

MPA uPs DOnAtIOn OF BROILeR MeAt, eGGs  
tO GOVeRnOR FOR seCOnD YeAR By Mark Leggett, President

Mississippi Poultry Association
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What a privilege to be able to plan and participate in the 
75th Anniversary for the Mississippi Poultry Association. 

this has be an outstanding and very busy year at MPA. the 
first celebration held in May was a dinner that brought the 
poultry pioneers and their families together for what turned 
out to be a large reunion. Although some of the pioneers 
of our industry are no longer with us, many of their family 
members are still close. It was my job to locate as many 
generations as I possibly could.  
 As far back as I can remember, I have been in the 
“chicken business.” My grandmother and my parents all had 
chicken houses, and I worked with them every day during my 
childhood. I have been working in the business for over 35 
years with 25 of those years being at MPA. I thought I could 
find information about the early companies and then find 
names and address of third, sometimes fourth, generations. 
this wasn’t a small task. 
 I started my search on 
the internet and Facebook 
for surnames. this method 
was somewhat successful. I 
found out the best way to find 
generations of people was to 
start asking people I know if 
they had information. so if I 
have called you and you helped 
me, thank you so much, and to 
some people that I called out of 
the blue and you did not have 
a clue about what I was talking 
about, sorry. If I missed you, 
I can only say I tried. Perhaps 
you could take a moment to 
call the office and update me 
as the gentleman from one of 
the earlier companies did last 
week. I met his daughter in 
a restaurant and after sharing 
information, she passed my 
request along to her dad who 
was able to give me three 
generations of information.
 Ben Chandler and I became 
daily visitors to the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History in Jackson. We began our search in 1937 and 
were able to find decades of old newspaper clippings and 
books with names of the first growers in the state. Looking 
over these books, we found names of many people that are 
still involved in the business in some way. the photographs 
we found gave us much insight into the way our industry 
operated in the beginning. Ben and I made scrapbooks 
beginning with 1940, and we will continue to update these 
books so the next generation at MPA will have this historical 
information. If you have the opportunity, you should visit 
Mississippi’s Department Archives and history. Be sure to 
have some time set aside, because you will get involved in 

our rich history will be there for some time.  
  In september, the beautiful white sandy beaches of the 
Florida emerald Coast were inhabited by over 330 Mississippi 
“chicken” people. some of the attendees are retired from the 
business but still have sharp, vivid memories of their working 
days. A panel of retirees, Kenneth “Doc” Williams, Dr. 
Wallace Morgan, Dr. Reagan sadler and Bill Baker, gave us 
a history lesson which was very interesting. MPA appreciates 
them sharing their memories. Collectively these men have 
over 130 years of knowledge about our industry.
 everyone took time out for golf games, and this year’s 
fishing tournament was the largest we have had in many 
years. All participants received prizes for demonstrating their 
skills. 
 During the saturday night reception, after our 2012 
Chairman of the Board Ray Ables shared his thoughts about 

our present day industry, Mark 
hickman with Peco Foods 
asked everyone to raise a 
glass, a specially inscribed 
champagne flute inscribed 
with Mississippi Poultry  
Association 75th Anniversary, 
in a toast to the poultry 
industry past and present. 
It was the kind of moment 
that gives you goose bumps, 
especially if you have been a 
part of our industry family.
 Also during this reception, 
Richard Case with Casco 
Products was awarded the 
Allied Industry Leader of the 
Year, and Kenneth “Doc” 
Williams was inducted into 
the Mississippi Poultry hall of 
Fame. If you see either of these 
two gentlemen, please take 
time to congratulate them on 
their achievements.
 this year’s 75th 
Anniversary Convention was 
one of the most fun-filled 

conventions we have had. Please make your plans to attend 
next year on September 12-15. i know you will enjoy the 
many things MPA plans, and the beach is always a winner.
 to end our year of celebrations in October, MPA hosted 
our Annual Poultry Management school in starkville. 
Over 120 growers, allied industry members and company 
personnel attended. the MPA allied members entertained 
everyone with a shrimp boil and barbeque. two days of great 
speakers, friendly reunions, great food and door prizes made 
our school very successful.
 Although we will not be celebrating a big birthday in 
2013, we will continue to celebrate our industry. Please come 
be a part of the Mississippi Poultry Association.

75 YeARs AnD COuntInG
A WORD FROM BeCKY BeARD

By Becky Beard
Administrative Assistant
Mississippi Poultry Association

MPA Convention attendees enjoying the kickoff reception

MPA Chairman Ray Ables (left) and Peco Foods President Mark 
Hickman (right) address attendees
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• Save valuable fuel this winter by using AgriSeal now.

• Rodents will begin looking for shelter as cold weather 
 approaches, put out Fresh Bait and New Bait Stations now 
 to prevent problems later.

• Reducing ammonia is a proven way to save fuel and increase 
 body weight, make sure to order PoultryGuard now to have 
 it ready for the fall. 

• Reduce the pathogen load on floors with a proper treatment 
 of Dyne-O-Might to reduce exposure to winter diseases.

Fall Weather
Preparedness

Bruce Rutledge
Poultry Sales Manager

601-606-4532

bruce.indd   1 11/8/12   7:40 PM
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saturday, september 15, 2013, during the Association 
75th Anniversary celebration festivities, Kenneth 

“Doc” Williams was inducted into the Mississippi Poultry 
Association hall of Fame. Doc became the 29th person to 
receive this prestigious honor.
 On november 9, 2012, a reception was held at the 
Mississippi state university Poultry science building to 
honor Doc. Over 50 friends, family and industry people 
were on hand for the official hanging of the portrait. 
 Doc was born and raised on a small farm in Rankin 
County. he graduated from Puckett high school and 
Mississippi state university where he earned a degree in 
poultry science. In 1969, Doc started working for McCarty 
Farms as a broiler tech, moving up to broiler manager, 
and then to Director of Live Production. In 1995, McCarty 
Farms was sold to tyson Foods and Doc became the 
Complex Manager at the Forest operation.  Doc served 
as Live Production Manager for tyson Foods until his 
retirement in 2009.   
 Doc served on the Mississippi Board of Animal health 
as an MPA representative, as MPA Chairman of the Board 
in 2000 and as a member of the national Chicken Council Planning Committee.
 Doc is married to the former Judy Martin of ridgeland. Doc and Judy have two children and three grandchildren.  

WILLIAMs InDuCteD IntO 
the MPA hALL OF FAMe

By Becky Beard
Administrative Assistant
Mississippi Poultry Association

2012 Mississippi Poultry Hall of Fame Inductee Doc Williams (far left)
with his family at the reception

Part of the Farm Credit System

SouthernAgCredit.com       1-800-449-5742

The original Land Bank

Financing for: Farms & Ranches • Agribusiness  
Loans Country Homes • Recreational Property

Part of the Farm Credit System
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todd Grisham, southern Division Live Production Manager 
for Marshall Durbin Co., will take over as Chairman of the 

Board of the Mississippi Poultry association in January.
 Grisham, who has served as vice chair in 2012, replaces 
Ray Ables, live complex manager for tyson Foods in Forest. 
Todd, his wife, Joy, and their three children, Ches, Jillian 
and Graham, live in Petal, Mississippi. todd graduated from 
Mississippi state university in 1996 with a B.s. in Poultry 
science. he worked for Gold Kist in north Alabama and in Live 
Oak, Florida, before taking his current job with Marshall Durbin 
in november 2010.
 Other members of the 2013 executive Committee include: 
Vice Chairman Bob Billingsley of sanderson Farms; treasurer 
steve McLaurin, Peco Foods’ sebastapol live operations 
manager; Past Chairman Ray Ables; Immediate Past Chairman 
sam Lenarz, complex manager for Wayne Farms, LLC, 
in Laurel; executive Committee Member at Large Dr. Ryn 
McDonald, Cal-Maine Foods; and Chairman of the MPa Grower 
Advisory Committee Bo Duvall, a Marshall Durbin grower. 
 Vice Chairman Bob Billingsley, or “Pic” as he is also known, is the Director of Development and engineering of sanderson 
Farms, Inc., and  serves on the company’s executive Committee. A native of Picayune, Pic holds degrees from Delta state 
university. he served as chairman of the board in 2006.
 MPA, which represents the largest agricultural industry in the state, completed its 75th year in 2012.

GRIshAM Is MPA ChAIRMAn 
FOR 2013

By Mark Leggett
President
Mississippi Poultry Association

We understand the specific needs of poultry farmers and we specialize in 
financing solutions for them.  Farm land, ag production, equipment and 
building financing, long or short term... we have a plan for you. 

Give Us A Call, Stop By Our Office, or Ask A Friend.

FOR THE BEST AG PRODUCTION
FINANCING, SEE A SPECIALIST.
Poultry Operation Financing, from a Trusted Ag Lender.

Senatobia · Clarksdale · Cleveland · Tupelo · New Albany · Corinth · Houston · Starkville · Kosciusko · Indianola · Louisville

MS_LandBank_HP.indd   1 2/22/12   4:22 PM
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With lots of insurance 
companies out there, 
only one can be the nation’s 
leading farmowners insurer 
– Nationwide® Agribusiness.

We understand your risks 
and your needs. That’s why 
we offer AgriChoice® farm 
insurance products that are 
tailored to meet your needs.

• Coverages designed 
specifi cally for your 
agribusiness operation

• Local, experienced farm 
insurance professionals

• Farm-specifi c claims 
service, 24/7

• Convenient billing options

Owning a farm takes hard 
work, and AgriChoice® 
will work hard for you. Give 
us the chance to earn your 
business today.

Something to crow about

 

AgriChoice®

America’s Choice for Farm Insurance

Underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company and its affiliates,1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50391-3000. Customers will be placed with a company based on their location 
and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, 
and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  All rights reserved. ADP7032a (0609) 00

T H E  N O W E L L  A G E N C Y,  I N C .
2010 Oak Grove Rd
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 268-8838

6645 Hwy 98 West
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-8494

1500 Old Fannin Rd
Brandon, MS 39047 
(601) 992-4444

1913 Hwy 82 West
Greenwood, MS 38930
(662) 455-9900

105 Katherine Dr 
Flowood, MS 39232 
(601) 939-7700

2270 McCullough Blvd
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 844-1944

7116 Siwell Rd
Byram, MS 39272
(601) 372-5554

Call one of our “Farm Certified” agents today!
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2012 MPA GROWeR seMInARs

MPA Grower Relations Coordinator Ben Chandler passes out one 
of the many door prizes given away at the 2012 Grower Seminars.

Scott Black, Broiler Specialist for Cobb-Vantress, speaks to MPA 
growers about Winter Ventilation.

By Ben Chandler
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

Compliments of 
U.S. Poultry & Egg Association

INTERNATIONAL POULTRY EXPO GROWER DAYS
Admission Only $5 (USD) | January 29-31, 2013 | Georgia World Congress Center | Atlanta, Georgia USA 

This is a great opportunity to network with others who share similar 
interests and concerns. 

To take advantage of the reduced admission fee, you must be a contract grower 
and bring this coupon along with a completed registration form to a cashier in B 
Building registration lobby of the Georgia World Congress Center. Preregistration is 
not available.

During the month 
of november, 

MPA hosted two 
grower seminars in 
Philadelphia and 
Magee. there was 
a good turnout 
for both seminars, 

with over 75 growers, sponsors and 
speakers. Growers came from all over 
the Mississippi “chicken belt” to hear 
about Winter Ventilation and house 
heating, environmental Regulation 
and Compliance, and Insulation 
Opportunities and emerging Farm 
technology.

 scott Black, Broiler specialist for 
Cobb-Vantress, spoke to growers and 
attendees at the Philadelphia meeting 
about Winter Ventilation and house 
heating. David swysgood, Western 
technical Manager for Aviagen, spoke at 
the Magee meeting on the same topic.
 Kenneth LaFleur with the Mississippi 
Department of environmental Quality 
Compliance and enforcement Division 
updated growers on how to keep their 
farms in compliance with state law. he 
also gave tips to growers on the issues 
MDeQ sees during farm inspections.
 Dr. Jeremiah Davis with Mississippi 
state university Agricultural engineering 

and Dr. Jody Purswell with the uSDa-
ARs Poultry unit gave presentations on 
ventilation, insulation and energy use in 
the poultry house. You can find some of 
the presentations on the MPA website 
under the new “growers” tab.
 the 2012 MPA Grower seminars 
would not have been possible without 
our sponsors: Azomite Mineral Products; 
Cobb-Vantress, inc.; First South Farm 
Credit; Georgia Poultry equipment Co.; 
Insul Pro Plus/BioBased Insulation; 
iVESCO, llC; Jones-Hamilton Company; 
Lee energy solutions; Once Innovations; 
and People’s Bank of Magee.
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Distribution, Installation & Service by

Better for bird health

Save more than 50% on heating

More efficient

Dry heat = less ammonia

Made in U.S.A.

Renewable source

LeeEnergySolutions.com

The wood pellet-burning poultry furnace
that improves your  ock, your  nances and our country.

The furnace you’ve waited for has finally arrived.

Call now for a
FREE

propane vs. pellets

savings
estimate! 

(855) 966-3432
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2013 Mississippi Poultry Foundation 
scholarship
 the Mississippi Poultry Foundation Board of trustees, 
through the scholarship selection committee, will be awarding 
four 2013 scholarships to students who are either pursuing 
careers in the poultry industry or to those whose families are 
grower members of the Mississippi Poultry Association. the 
scholarships will be awarded to deserving applicants.
 Children and grandchildren of MPA members are eligible 
to apply for the four scholarships. If you have a child or 
grandchild who is a high school senior or a student in a 
Mississippi university or community college, urge them to 
print and fill out an application at www.mspoultry.org. 
Once the application is completed, please mail it back to our 
office. Please address the envelope to: Mississippi Poultry 
Foundation, 110 airport road south, suite C, Pearl, Ms 39208.
 Applications will be graded based on grade point 
average, an essay, community involvement, knowledge of 
the poultry industry and references are among the factors 
considered by the selection committee. It is also very 
important that applicants completely fill out the application, 
include all necessary attachments and supporting documents 
and follow all instructions.
 the deadline for applications has been set for February 
28, 2013, to ensure that the scholarship can be announced in  
time for the high school class of 2013 graduation ceremonies.

usPoultry Foundation awards $14,477 
grant to Mississippi state university
 The uSPOulTry Foundation recently awarded a $14,477 
student recruiting grant to Mississippi state university’s Poultry 
science Department. Mark Waller, sales and Processing 
Director for Ingram Farms and Chairman of u.s. Poultry & egg 
Association, presented the check to Dr. Mary Beck, head of 
the Poultry science Department at Mississippi state university. 
Mark Leggett, President of the Mississippi Poultry Association, 
assisted in the check presentation. 
 “the Poultry science Department at Mississippi state  
university is very appreciative of the support from the 
usPOuLtRY Foundation for recruiting high quality 
undergraduate students. there are a number of ways we’ll 
use the funds – including bringing high school and junior 
college students to campus with their parents for tours and 
departmental activities; traveling to make presentations at  
recruiting events around the state; hosting poultry 
competitions in conjunction with 4-H and FFa; initiation of 
a new Mississippi 4-H Poultry Chain Project; and revamping 
the Collegiate Poultry Judging Team with outreach to junior 
colleges,” remarked Dr. Beck.
 “It is important that we continue to bring in young 
people to study for careers in the poultry and egg industry. 
We know they are the future leaders of our industry, and 
usPOuLtRY Foundation recruiting grants have an important 
role in encouraging these students to enroll in poultry and egg 
studies,” said Waller.

 the usPOuLtRY Foundation board recently approved 
student recruiting grants totaling more than $160,000 to the 
six u.s. universities with poultry science departments and 
15 other institutions with industry related programs. the 
Foundation provides annual recruiting funds to colleges and 
universities to attract students to their poultry programs. 

BENEFITS OF REGAL 
GAS CHLORINATORS 
FOR POULTRY FARMS:

■ Lowers feed 
conversion

■ Increases animal 
body weight

■ Reduces animal                
mortality

■ Reduces medication  
use

Steve Adkison
Oasis /Southern Pride Farms

New Brockton, AL
Satisfied REGAL System User

Since 2004

1044 SE Dixie Cutoff Road 
Stuart, Florida 34994 USA 

Tel: (772) 288-4854  Fax: (772) 287-3238  
www.regalchlorinators.com  

Email: regal@regalchlorinators.com

REGAL GAS CHLORINATORS: 
PURE WATER. PURE & SIMPLE.

The REGAL™

system helped
our farm win 

Grower of 
the Year.””

““

For more information, contact:

Jill at 1-800-327-9761

Miss Poultry Assn - Oasis Testimonial:Layout 1  5/27/11  10:47

(L to R) Mark Waller, Sales and Processing Director for Ingram Farms 
and Chairman of U.S. Poultry & Egg Association; Dr. Mary Beck, Head 
of Mississippi State University’s Poultry Science Department; and Mark 
Leggett, President, Mississippi Poultry Association

POuLtRY sChOLARshIP, AWARD 
AnD GRAnt neWs

By Ben Chandler
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Plasson’s Water on Demand (WOD) allows you to easily control 
and manage the water pressure in all the drinker lines in your 
poultry house according to your birds’ changing demands.  By 
changing only two parts of the Plasson Line Pressure Regulator, 
you can convert all the pressure regulators into pressure reduc-
ers, ensuring uniform pressure through all of the nipple lines 
(Plasson’s or its competitors’).  Our tests have shown exciting 
results from this new product.  

The WOD increases the water pressure and availability at times 
of high consumption.  During times of low consumption, the wa-
ter pressure is reduced to a level below the average pressure to 
ensure drier floors.  As a result of the higher water consumption, 
our tests have shown the birds were heavier when brought to 
the processing plant. 

Certain conditions in a chicken house have proven to grow a healthier chicken; the drier the floor is, the less 
ammonia there is.  Chickens are then more likely to be healthy and have fewer bacteria when coming to mar-
ket.  Tests of the WOD have found that on average, the floor is drier, but the water consumption is higher than 
when using a regular water system.   

We have observed the drier floor in two ways.  When the house is cleaned at the end of the flock, there is no-
ticeably less wet litter removed in the WOD house than in the regular house.  Also, if there are humidity sen-
sors installed, and placed at the chicken’s level, the relative humidity is 10 to 20% lower in the WOD house 
than a regular house. 

The advantages of the WOD system are greater in the winter season, when moisture problems are more 
prominent.  The percentage of grade A paws is significantly higher, which is a big economic advantage for the 
integrator. Also, drier floors mean less usage of electricity, especially in the winter months.  There is less need 
to ventilate a drier house which converts to substantial savings.  

The WOD allows the grower greater control over water flow, resulting in heavier chickens and a drier floor.  
There is no question that this combination is economically beneficial to the integrator and the grower.  The 
WOD is a simple product which could revolutionize the entire poultry industry and elevate it to a higher stan-
dard.

556 Industrial Way West, Eatontown, NJ 07724 · Tel: (732) 363-2333 
Toll Free: (800) 348-6663 · Fax: (732) 905-7696 

Email: info@diversifiedimports.com · www.diversifiedimports.com
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Check out the newly redesigned 
MPA website! We have added 

several new sections to the site, 
one of those being the Grower’s 
Resource Center tab. under this 
section, you’ll information that 
will be helpful to you, the grower. 
We will be constantly updating 
this section. some of the content 
featured in the Grower’s Resource 
Center will be the sales tax affidavit 
from the Department of Revenue, 
Compliance Guidance documents 
from the Mississippi Department of 
environmental Quality, Powerpoint 
presentations from the MPA Grower 
seminars and more.

Be suRe tO GO tO WWW.
MsPOuLtRY.ORG AnD PRInt Out 
A neW COPY OF the 2013 sALes 
tAX AFFIDAVIt FOR PuRChAsInG 
tRACtORs, FARM IMPLeMents 
AnD/OR PARts AnD LABOR.

neW GROWeR’s ResOuRCe 
CenteR On the MPA WeBsIte

By Ben Chandler
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

We’re ahead of the flock
when it comes to poultry financing.

At First Financial Bank, we specialize in poultry loan solutions. We
have plans specifically designed to fit your business operations
and goals. First Financial Bank wants to help you grow!

Want to know more? Just give Cory Rawson or Ike Harrell a call
today. Tomorrow, you’ll be glad you did.

510 Hwy. 35 South • Carthage
(601) 267-6657 • www.firstfinancialbank.com

Member FDIC
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERICIAL
AGRICULTURE

LaVisa Glass
601-604-8525

Increased
STATIC
Pressure
Improved
Insulation
VALUE
ENERGY
SAVINGS
Guaranteed

“Serving South MS for over 35 years!”

www.facebook.com/pages/American-Insulation

15 Keystone Drive, Suite A • Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39402 
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significant production levels and high market prices 
combined to give Mississippi’s agricultural commodities 

their second year in a row of over $7 billion in total value.
 Mississippi state university agricultural economists 
gathered preliminary data from crop production reports, 
world agricultural supply and demand estimates, industry 
resources and u.s. Department of Agriculture outlook reports. 
they predict a $7.3 billion annual value of the state’s top 
crops, excluding government payments. Final figures will be 
available in the spring of 2013.
 Their calculations held some surprises and a 9.4 
percent increase over 2011. Poultry and eggs remained the 
top agricultural commodity at a predicted $2.53 billion. 
soybeans, with an estimated record value of $1.16 billion, 
moved past forestry to claim the no. 2 spot in the state’s 
rankings for the first time. no. 3 forestry saw a 7.7 percent 
increase and estimated value of $1.03 billion.
 “the fact that soybeans surpassed forestry is indicative of 
the year that we had,” said John Michael riley, agricultural 
economist with Msu’s extension service. “the jump has 
everything to do with production and prices for soybeans, and 
the general economy as it relates to housing starts and the use 
of forest products. We saw a small growth in forestry value, 
but it wasn’t enough to overcome the huge gain in soybeans.”
 In addition to its record value, Mississippi’s soybean crop 
set records for average yield and total production in 2012. 
Mississippi fields averaged 42 bushels per acre, and the state 
produced 82.3 million bushels. soybeans also benefited from 
record prices in 2012, averaging nearly $14.55 per bushel, 
according to usDA estimates.
 This year’s corn crop came in at no. 4 with an estimated 
production value of $891 million, the highest on record. As 
of mid-December, corn had the highest-ever yield per acre 
at 156 bushels. the number of bushels harvested – 1.22 
million – is the highest since 2007, and the second highest in 
Mississippi’s history.
 Cotton moved down one spot to no. 5, with a decrease 
in production values of 43.9 percent in cotton lint and 19.6 
percent in cottonseed.
 “We’re moving away from heavy cotton production and 
have been for five years or more,” Riley said. “high corn 
prices and low cotton prices compounded the issue this year 
and resulted in the drop to $397 million predicted this year 
for cotton lint and cottonseed combined.”
 In the livestock sector, cattle and calves saw an increase 
of 38.7 percent, with an estimated production value of a 
record $329 million, which pushed it up in the ranks to no. 6.
 the state’s catfish industry continues to feel the pinch of 
high feed costs and has an estimated 23.4 percent decrease 
from 2011. With an estimated value of $165 million, catfish 
fell to no. 7.
 hay moved up one spot to no. 8 this year, in part 
because of drought conditions in Arkansas and Missouri, 
which caused a spike in sales. the value of hay produced in 
the state set a new record at $145 million.
 “the amount of hay produced increased due to favorable 
weather conditions in many parts of the state,” said Rocky 

Lemus, forages 
specialist with the 
Msu extension service 
and Mississippi 
Agricultural and 
Forestry experiment 
station. “We also 
saw an increase in 
the number of acres 
in hay production by 
about 30,000 acres 
compared to 2011.”
 Wheat moved up 
to rank ninth among 
the state’s agricultural 
commodities, valued 
at $134 million.
 One of the most 
noticeable declines was 
in rice, which decreased 14.8 percent compared to 2011. it 
slipped from no. 8 to no. 10 in spite of the highest yield-per-
acre average since 2007, at 7,100 pounds per acre.
 “Rice growers in 2010 and 2011 were challenged with 
below-average yields and high input prices,” said nathan 
Buehring, rice specialist with Msu’s extension service and 
MAFes. “With corn and soybean prices at historical levels, 
traditional rice growers planted more corn and soybean. 
Mississippi was only estimated at 125,000 acres of rice this 
year – the lowest acreage since 1977.”
 hog producers saw a 7.6 percent decline this year, with 
the industry’s production value estimated to be $102 million. 
this keeps hogs ranked at no. 11, the same as 2011.
 the no. 12 commodity is horticultural and specialty 
crops, including nursery and ornamental plants, valued at $96 
million, up 2 percent.
 Msu extension service agricultural economist Ken 
hood said the estimated value of the state’s sweet potato 
crop is about $79 million for 23,000 acres of sweet potatoes 
harvested in 2012, putting the crop at no. 13.
 “this represents a 9.7 percent increase over the final 
value reported for the 2011,” hood said. “Mississippi is third 
in the nation in sweet potato production when comparing 
hundred-weight production per acre.”
 With a 192.6 percent increase in production value, 
peanuts jumped over milk and grain sorghum to take the no. 
14 spot.
 “Farmers are looking at opportunities,” Riley said. “they 
saw that peanut prices were strong, and that led to an acreage 
response – from 15,000 acres planted in 2011 to a record 
52,000 acres planted in 2012. the jump in acres, along with 
decent prices, led to an estimated $52 million in production 
value.”
 Milk and grain sorghum rounded out the annual rankings. 
no. 15 milk saw a decrease of 12.1 percent, with an 
estimated value of $40 million. Grain sorghum increased 7.2 
percent, with a predicted value of $23 million for the 46,000 
acres harvested.

stAte’s AG PRODuCeRs set 
MuLtIPLe ReCORDs In 2012

By Keri Collins Lewis
Mississippi State University
Ag Communications
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In March 2012, Gulf Restoration network (GRn) and other 
environmental advocacy groups (collectively referred to as 

“GRn”) sued the u.s. environmental Protection Agency (ePA) 
in the u.s. District Court for the eastern District of Louisiana 
(Court) for denying their 2008 Petition for Rulemaking (2008 
Petition) under the Clean Water Act (CWA) to determine that 
numeric water quality criteria standards for phosphorus and 
nitrogen (nutrients) are necessary under the CWA to limit 
nutrient pollution in the Mississippi River Basin states and the 
Gulf of Mexico (GRn Lawsuit). On november 19, 2012, GRn 
filed a Motion for Summary Judgment (Motion) requesting 
that the Court require ePA to develop and implement 
federal numeric nutrient criteria (nnC). the Motion argues 
that the ePA’s denial of the 2008 Petition was “arbitrary 
and capricious” because the agency failed to (1) consider 
important aspects of the problem caused by nutrients in 
wastewater, particularly in the Mississippi River Basin and the 
Gulf of Mexico and (2) carry out its duty under the CWA to 
develop and implement these federal nnC. 
 ePA had denied the 2008 Petition primarily on the 
basis that nnC were properly deferred to the states for 
development and implementation, recognizing the different 
environmental conditions that exist with regard to nutrient 
pollution in rivers and streams within the states. the ePA 
and numerous parties allowed by the Court to intervene in 
the case will file their briefs in response to the GRn Motion 
by January 18, 2013. The intervenor parties, which support 
ePA’s deference to the states regarding nnC, include some 
Mississippi River Basin states (although not Mississippi) as 
well as national poultry associations. the entire briefing 
process will be completed by June of 2013. The Court will 
then take the case under advisement for ruling later in the 
year. 

narrative nutrient Criteria v. nuMeriC nutrient 
Criteria
 Congress passed the CWA in 1972, and it is the primary 
federal law in the united states governing water pollution. 
under the CWA, states draft and the ePA approves water 
quality standards that set forth designated uses and water 
quality criteria, which are used to set enforceable wastewater 
permit limits. Water quality criteria, which may be “narrative” 
or “numeric”, are established for the protection of designated 
uses such as aquatic life support, safe recreation, fishing, and 
provision of water supplies. the CWA requires the ePA to step 
in to set new and revised standards to protect water quality 
when state regulators fail to set these necessary standards. 
 historically, most states have opted for narrative nutrient 
criteria, which means that the criteria are expressed in words 
rather than numbers. narrative criteria allow wastewater 
discharges to continue, often without setting specific numeric 
permit limits for a pollutant, so long as there is no discernible 
effect on the water body. nnC are measurable limits on the 
amount of nitrogen and/or phosphorus that will be allowed 

in a water body, expressed numerically as milligrams per liter 
of total nitrogen and total Phosphorus that maintains the 
established water quality use goals. the measurable levels of 
aquatic health related to the effects of excess nitrogen and/or 
phosphorus, such as the amount of algae, diurnal dissolved 
oxygen levels, or the water clarity, may also be factored 
into setting the nnC. environmental advocacy groups are 
demanding that the ePA implement federal nnC, alleging that 
states have failed to control nutrient pollution through their 
narrative criteria.

ePa’s Position
 Although the CWA allows states to establish narrative 
nutrient criteria or nnC, the ePA has worked to encourage 
and to assist states in developing nnC since 1998. In its 
national strategy for the Development of Regional nutrient 
Criteria (1998), the ePA identified nitrogen and phosphorus 
as leading causes of water quality impairment, including the 
“dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico (the “dead zone” is caused 
by excessive nutrient pollution from human activities coupled 
with other factors that deplete the oxygen required to support 
most marine life in bottom and near-bottom water), and 
announced that the agency expected all states to implement 
nnC into their water quality standards by December 31, 
2003. since 2001, the ePA has altered this timeline to allow 
states additional time to adopt nnC, and, currently, only one 
(Wisconsin) out of ten states abutting the Mississippi River has 
adopted nnC (phosphorus only at this time) for rivers and 
streams.
 In 2011, ePA acknowledged that “it has long been ePA’s 
position that numeric nutrient criteria targeted at different 
categories of water bodies and informed by scientific 
understanding of the relationship between nutrient loadings 
and water quality impairment are ultimately necessary 
for effective state programs.” today, the ePA continues to 
maintain that “the most effective and sustainable way to 
address widespread and pervasive nutrient pollution” is to 
work cooperatively with the states and this position was 
expressed by ePA in its denial of the 2008 Petition and in the 
GRn Lawsuit, which as stated earlier, seeks to require ePA to 
impose federal nnC on the Mississippi River Basin states.

MississiPPi – Caught in the Middle
 section 303 of the CWA governs adoption of standards 
to protect water quality and is designed to give states an 
opportunity to establish standards that meet the requirements 
of the CWA, but the ePA is required to step in and promulgate 
standards if a state fails to do so. With regard to standards for 
nutrient pollution in Mississippi, the Mississippi Department 
of environmental Quality (MDeQ) has been in dialogue 
with ePA on this issue, as have all other state environmental 
agencies, since the mid-1990s although its narrative nutrient 
criteria have not been changed to nnC. MDeQ announced 
earlier this year that it is in the process of developing draft 

nuMeRIC nutRIent CRIteRIA 
stAnDARDs – PARt II
By John E. Milner and Susan Floyd King
Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC
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Brunini’s Environmental Group is 
“one of the premier practices in the state” 
and represents major manufacturers and 

private industry clients.  

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 
litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance 
issues as well as due diligence and transactional 
matters. Chambers USA: Leading Lawyers has 
ranked Brunini as a Level One Environmental         
Law Firm.

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 
Poultry Association.  John Brunini, Gene Wasson and 
Susan King round out this leading Environmental 
Law Group.

Environmental Law Attorneys

Environmental Law Group

John Brunini John Milner Gene Wasson

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

Columbus
662-240-9744  

www.brunini.com
Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certi�cation 
of expertise. Any decision with respect to legal service should 

not be based solely on this or any other advertisement. 
Free background information available upon request.

Susan King

nnC for Mississippi rivers and streams by June of 2013 (except 
in the Mississippi Delta counties, which is november 2014). 
several stakeholder meetings to obtain public input have been 
held and will continue to be held by MDeQ. the regulated 
community is gearing up to provide meaningful input regarding 
the technical justification for MDeQ draft nnC as well as 
the economic impacts those nnC may have on different 
categories of the regulated community. the MPA, as well as 
other associations, are fully involved in this process and will 
continue to provide important input into the MDeQ nnC 
development process. 
 A key point of inquiry will be the quality and quantity 
of technical data on which the nnC are based to determine 
if there is sufficient data for the draft nnC that are generated 
by MDeQ. Another key inquiry will be the relationship 
of the estimated cost of implementation of the nnC as 
compared with their expected benefit to water quality. In 
Florida, for example, an in-depth study of the potential costs 
of implementation of nnC revealed that this cost for all 
segments of the regulated community would range from $1.5 
billion annually (for best management practices for impaired 
water categories) to $4.5 billion annually (for “end of pipe” 
requirements for all water categories). Consequently, this 
issue is a very important one with serious potential economic 
impacts on the regulated community, and particularly 
the poultry industry in Mississippi. MPA will continue to 
ramp up its engagement with MDeQ and other segments 
of the regulated community to understand, evaluate and 
communicate information and concerns about this significant 
nnC development process.
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CRItICAL LItteR MOIstuRe MAXIMIzes 
AMMOnIA GeneRAtIOn
by: Dana Miles, USDA-ARS, Genetics & Precision Agriculture Research Unit, Mississippi State, MS

issue: It is well known 
that excessive ammonia 
concentrations in broiler 
houses can decrease bird 
productivity, and it is also 
thought that ammonia may 
decrease soil, water and 
air quality outside houses. 

Ammonia generation in poultry houses 
results from the breakdown of nitrogen 
containing compounds in the poultry litter.  
Litter is a combination of bedding material, 
such as pine wood chips or rice hulls, and 
deposits of feces, feathers, spilled feed and 
water.  

PurPose: Good poultry litter management 
practices can reduce ammonia 
concentrations in poultry houses. this article 
relates findings from a recent publication 
(Miles et al., 2011) that reported the amount 
of ammonia generated from broiler litter 
under specific conditions. the most relevant 
findings are: 1) increasing litter moisture 
content increases ammonia emissions; 
2) high temperatures encourage greater 
ammonia emissions; and 3) there is a 
critical moisture level at which ammonia 
generation is maximized. 
 Over half of the nitrogen excreted by chickens is lost to 
the atmosphere as ammonia before the litter is removed from 
poultry houses. Lowering ammonia levels in poultry houses 
results in improved production efficiency by yielding heavier 
birds with better feed conversion and decreased mortality. In 
addition, reducing ammonia losses establishes better growing 
conditions for the birds and caretakers, maintains more 
nitrogen in the litter which boosts fertilizer value and lessens 
possible negative impact of ammonia on the environment 
outside houses.   

hoW this PraCtiCe WorKs:  the temperature of the 
poultry house is determined by the growth phase of the birds. 
therefore, the major focus for house and litter management 
lies with litter moisture control. Growers should manage 
houses to avoid unnecessary water inputs to the litter. 
Maintain leak-free watering systems, properly operate 
evaporative cooling pads, and prevent condensation on 
interior house surfaces (walls, ceilings and equipment).  

Potential liMitations: this practice applies to all poultry 
operations that use dry litter. there is no known limitation of 
this practice. It should be noted, however, that dust may be a 
problem if litter moisture is below 20%.  

eFFeCtiveness: slight increases in litter moisture above 
20% can translate into substantial, undesirable increases in 

ammonia generation (Figure 1). the ammonia released at 75°F 
with 25% litter moisture is 1.4 times more than at the same 
temperature with 20% litter moisture. Further rise in litter 
moisture to 30% releases 1.8 times the ammonia. At 75°F, 
maximum ammonia volatilization occurs at approximately 
42% litter moisture. as temperatures increase, the amount of 
ammonia produced is even greater. At 95°F and 20% litter 
moisture content, approximately 2 times more ammonia 
is produced than with litter at the same moisture content 
at 75°F. From that point, each additional 5% rise in litter 
moisture produces 3 and 4 times more ammonia when 
litter moisture is at 25% and 30%. At 95°F, the maximum 
ammonia generation occurs near 46% litter moisture. Once 
the litter surface is compacted (caked), it creates a physical 
barrier which prevents the release of ammonia. this is true for 
compacted litter before it is removed from the house and as 
long as it has not been tilled or chopped into the litter base.  

Cost oF Putting PraCtiCe in PlaCe: Reducing litter 
moisture can be accomplished with minimal additional cost 
to the grower. Improved profits from improved production 
can be substantial. Attention to routine maintenance and 
daily operation are all that are required. examples are fixing 
leaky water lines, preventing condensate, providing adequate 
ventilation and proper operation of cooling cells. After a total 
cleanout, new bedding should be allowed time to dry out if 
needed.  
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Figure 1: Ammonia generation from broiler litter at temperatures of 75°F and 
95°F with litter moisture content increasing from 20% to 46%. Increases in 
ammonia are shown relative to the baseline and depicted on the columns as 
numerical multipliers (e.g. 2 x = 2 times more ammonia than the baseline).  
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 the maximum recommended ammonia concentration 
in poultry houses is 25 ppm. Research quantifying the 
detriment of ammonia exposure showed approximately a 0.5 
lb reduction in broiler body weight at 7 weeks of age when 
ammonia exposure increased from 25 to 50 ppm (Miles et al., 
2004). The authors estimated economic returns from poultry 
production. Applying 2010 production statistics (national 
Agricultural statistics service, 2011) to those estimates 
indicates that an increase of just 0.1 lb in the average broiler 
weight in 10% of u.s. integrators would generate additional 
grower profits totaling $41.5 million.
  
oPeration and MaintenanCe: Litter moisture can be 
determined simply by weighing a small sample, drying that 
sample, and reweighing using this calculation: 

% litter moisture = 100 x (initial-dry) / initial.

 Inexpensive methods to measure ammonia concentration 
include ammonia test paper or gas detector tubes. Growers 
could perform these two simple measurements to know if 
they need to improve litter management to reduce ammonia 
concentrations. Beyond good house and litter management 
in preventing unnecessary water inputs to litter, growers 
can use chemical litter treatments (e. g. alum or sodium 
bisulfate) to reduce ammonia generation in houses. Additional 
chemical and mechanical mitigation techniques will likely 
be developed in the near future but may have a higher 
initial capital investment than the strategies discussed here. 
Currently, poultry integrator nutritionists are working on 
feeding strategies to reduce nitrogen excretion.
 some of the factors affecting litter temperature and 
moisture in commercial poultry facilities include housing 
design and management, bird age/diet/intestinal wellness, 
drinker type/management/maintenance, litter age/
management, and ambient weather conditions (Coufal et 
al., 2006; Vetsweb, 2009). Because many litter moisture 
management factors are interrelated within houses and highly 
variable among farms, no optimal litter moisture content has 
been defined. however, producers may see an increase in 
disease sustainability when litter moisture is 35% or higher.  
 nipple waterers have become the standard in broiler 
production since they offer better sanitation and reduced 
spillage over their older, open-type counterparts (Branton 
et al., 2001). Inspecting water lines for drips and replacing 
damaged nipples will maintain a leak-free watering system.  
Further, installation of pressure regulators, filters to prevent 
valve clogs, and leveling waterer lines may be required 
to prevent leaks (Poultry Pro, 2010). evaporative cooling 
pads should not be operated at night during hot weather 
or other times when incoming air relative humidity is at 
100%; this can cause wet litter near the tunnel inlet. tips 
for comprehensive cooling pad maintenance have been 
outlined elsewhere (Czarick, 2008). Adequate ventilation and 
roof insulation may be required to prevent condensate from 
forming within houses.  
 the research supporting this article demonstrated lower 
litter moisture is essential to litter ammonia control. the work 
defined intermediate critical moisture content in broiler litter 
that maximized ammonia generation from built up litter 
ranging in age from 2 to 41 flocks. The data provide targets 
and incentive for researchers and the poultry industry to 
develop strategies to reduce ammonia emission from litter.  

Opportunities arise for industry and researchers to analyze 
the modern broiler house structure and operation so that 
maintaining ideal litter moisture is more grower friendly.

1Mention of trade names or commercial products in this publication is 
solely for the purpose of providing specific information and does not 
imply recommendation or endorsement by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture.  
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906 West Peace St.    324 Highway 80 West     104 Laurel St.   1002 Bouie St.        3304 Simpson Hwy. 49 
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www.southerntractor.com    

John Deere M series tractors are perfect for any job on a 
poultry farm. Poultry House Cleaners from Kelly  
Manufacturing are designed for efficient litter management 
in poultry houses. All models can be used to  
remove caked material and to sift smaller particles back to 
the floor. Poultry Housekeepers are from Lewis  
Brothers Manufacturing are the long time, trusted  
solution for poultry house cleanout. Visit your nearest  
Southern Tractor location to get the best equipment for 
your poultry business. 

Southern Tractor Can Supply the 
Best Equipment for Your Poultry Farm 

4200LP Poultry House Cleaner 

Dump Body # 1 Housekeeper 

John Deere 5095M 
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For decades, Mississippi has been 
blessed to have a diagnostic 

laboratory dedicated specifically to the 
poultry industry. In its early years, this 
vital support for the poultry industry 
existed as a privately-owned business, 
not a state agency. In 1963, Pfizer 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. built the first 
poultry laboratory in Mississippi in the 
heart of the broiler industry in the city 
of Forest. Pfizer saw a need to help 
the poultry industry deal with disease 
issues plaguing the industry in those 
early days. In 1965, after two short 
years of operation, the Pfizer laboratory 
was purchased by Central By-Products, 
lTD, (“Central”) a co-operative made 
up of eight poultry companies: McCarty 
Farms, Gaddis Industries, Fred Moore 
Company, Canton Broiler Farms, 
Pelahatchie Poultry Company, R and R  
Milling, Forest Packing Company and  
Morton Broiler Farms. (Over the course 
of the next 35 years, some of the company  
names changed, but the commitment to 
the industry never wavered.) 
 Central purchased the laboratory 
to streamline the diagnostics and allow 
for a quicker turn-around of test results. 
Following the purchase by this industry 
co-operative, a room for feed analysis 
services was added to the building. 
Feed could be tested for proteins, fat 
fiber, moisture, calcium, phosphorus 
and pepsin digestibility. Later, in 1973, 
pesticide residue testing was initiated 
at the laboratory. In 1990, wastewater 
analysis from processing plants and 
hatcheries was started. 
 In the early stages, Dr. ed stuart, 
a veterinarian, was manager of this 
industry-owned laboratory. in 1967, Dr. 
Reagan sadler, a poultry parasitologist 

by training, came from Mississippi state 
university to manage the laboratory. Dr. 
sadler not only managed the laboratory, 
but he performed poultry necropsies and 
oversaw all the diagnostics performed 
at the laboratory. he wore many hats 
as a diagnostician, pathologist and 
business manager for many years. Dr. 
sadler remained as head of the Central 
Laboratory until 2000. 
 In the early days, diagnostics at 
the laboratory included necropsies, 
microbiology, mycoplasma plate testing 
and hemagglutination inhibition (hI) 
testing. When the eLIsA test became 
available, serological testing for 
newcastle disease, infectious bronchitis, 

infectious bursal 
disease and 
reovirus were 
conducted. As 
the years passed, 
microbiological 
testing expanded 
to include total 
bacterial counts, 
coliform counts 
and the presence 
of salmonella on 
processed birds. 

Another microbiological service that 
Dr. sadler initiated was the hatchery 
sanitation analysis. he would collect 
samples at the hatcheries on a monthly 
basis, and report on bacterial and fungal 
counts throughout different areas of the 
hatchery. “Doc”, a title everyone knew 
referred to Dr. salder, provided field 
visits as needed for accurate disease 
diagnostics. 
 In the late 1990’s, Dr. sadler began 
to contemplate retirement from his 
position at Central’s laboratory. the 
co-operative decided that they would 
not continue to operate the diagnostic 
laboratory after Dr. sadler’s anticipated 
retirement in 2002. however, realizing 
the industry’s need for diagnostic 
services, representatives from Central 
approached Dr.  Danny Magee, 
Mississippi state university’s (Msu) field 
services veterinarian for poultry, with a 
request that Msu take over the poultry 
diagnostic services when Dr. sadler 
retired. Dr. Magee conferred with Dr. 
Dwight Mercer, then the Dean of the 
Msu College of Veterinary Medicine 
(CVM), who agreed that the Msu CVM 
would be pleased to accept this role. 
When Dr. sadler surprised everyone 

A BRIeF hIstORY OF POuLtRY DIAGnOstIC 
LABORAtORIes In MIssIssIPPI Danny L. Magee, DVM; Sue Ann Hubbard, DVM; 

C. Reagan Sadler, PhD.

The MSU CVM Poultry Laboratory on Highway 468 West in Pearl, MS
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by announcing he would retire from 
Central in June of 2000, two years 
ahead of schedule, the scramble was 
on to assemble a Msu CVM diagnostic 
laboratory team and find a facility from 
which to operate. to help facilitate this 
transition, the Msu CVM asked Dr. 
sadler to join Dr. Magee and Dr. sue 
ann Hubbard in July 2000 on the new 
Msu CVM poultry diagnostic team. 
 the first temporary location of the 
Msu CVM poultry diagnostic laboratory 
was opened on november 1, 2000, 
in what had been the nurse’s station 
in the back of the former sara Lee 
Foodservice’s Chef Pierre plant in Forest, 
Ms. In this location, the poultry lab had 
a necropsy room, an area for very basic 
bacteriology and two office spaces. 
 During the 2001 session of the 
Mississippi Legislature, the Msu 
CVM requested funding to build a 
small diagnostic laboratory facility.  
Recognizing the importance and value 
of the poultry industry to the state of 
Mississippi, the legislature approved a 
bond bill for $500,000 to construct a 
poultry diagnostic laboratory. During 
the summer of 2001, plans were drawn 
for a 2000-square-foot facility to house 

a necropsy room, bacteriology and 
serology labs and office spaces.  We 
were to quickly learn that this was 
none too soon. In september 2001, 
Choctaw Maid Farms purchased the 
former sara Lee plant, the home of 
the first temporary Msu CVM poultry 
diagnostic lab, with plans to construct a 
new poultry processing plant. We had to 
vacate that facility no later than October 
31, 2001. During the month of October 
2001, Dr. Magee located another 
temporary facility on the grounds of 
the state hospital at Whitfield and 
negotiated for repairs, remodeling and 
utilities.  On november 1, 2001, the 
Msu CVM poultry diagnostic lab moved 
into its second home.  
 Following the sale of the bonds 
in the fall of 2001, we knew funding 
was secure and plans were made for 
a groundbreaking ceremony in March 
2002. After a year of construction, the 
Msu CVM Poultry Laboratory was 
relocated to the new 2000 square foot 
building on Highway 468 West in 
Pearl, Ms in April 2003. two months 
later (June 2003), construction began 
on a larger laboratory facility on the 
same site. As of August 2006, this larger 

facility now houses both the Poultry 
Research & Diagnostic Laboratory 
(PRDL) and the Mississippi Veterinary 
Research & Diagnostic Laboratory 
(MVRDL). having both laboratories 
under one roof allows us to share the 
facilities, utilities, laboratories and the 
labor while maintaining the separate 
identity of the laboratory for the state’s 
largest agricultural industry. In this 
laboratory setting, the PRDL is able 
to offer the poultry industry a broader 
scope of services including necropsy, 
serology, virology, molecular biology, 
and histopathology.  
 In addition to Drs. sadler, Magee 
and hubbard, the Mississippi poultry 
industry has been or is being served 
by the following poultry health 
professionals: G. Lynne Luna, DVM 
(starting at the former state diagnostic 
lab in February 2000 and serving with 
PrDl through July 2003); Gabriel 
Senties-Cue, DVM (august 2004–
september 2008); timothy s. Cummings, 
DVM (December 2000–March 2012); 
Alejandro Banda, DVM (April 2008–
present); and Kelli H. Jones, DVM (april 
2009–present). 






































POULTRY HOUSING & EQUIPMENT
BAY SPRINGS, MS • 601-764-4671

CHAD HOLLAND & TERRY WINDHAM
2510 HIGHWAY 15 SOUTH • BAY SPRINGS, MS 39422

CARTHAGE, MS • 601-267-3599
RICKY HOLMES

1951 NORTH PEARL STREET • CARTHAGE, MS 39051

MAGEE, MS • 601-849-4755
CHAD HOLLAND & JOSH WALLEY

2029 HIGHWAY 49 NORTH • MAGEE, MS 39111

PHILADELPHIA, MS • 601-656-3666
JEFF TOLLESON

11780 HIGHWAY 15 NORTH • PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350

SUMMIT, MS • 601-250-1211
RANDY DUNN, PATRICK HARRISON, & BLAKE DAVIS

1014 OFFICE PARK COURT • SUMMIT, MS 39666

WAYNESBORO, MS • 601-735-2002
CHRIS WHITTINGTON

412 WAYNE STREET • WAYNESBORO, MS 39367
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P.O. Box 850 
Brookhaven, MS 39602 

601-833-8699 

2633 Hwy 35 S.
Forest, MS 39074

601-469-2005

Casco Products Company, Inc.

Understanding and meeting 
your  disinfection 

and sanitation needs.
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uPCOMInG eVents

Kim Caldwell
Peco Foods

richard Carter 
Marshall Durbin

James Cochran
Marshall Durbin

bo duvall
Marshall Durbin

steve holloway
Peco Foods

ronnie ingram
tyson Foods

Michael Magee
tyson Foods

ted Mangum
Wayne Farms

lee McCollough 
Marshall Durbin

Peter McKinley
sanderson Farms

Matt owen
Wayne Farms

robert smith
Wayne Farms

danny thornton
Peco Foods

Kenneth upton
sanderson Farms

Jon Wilson
Peco Foods

GROWeR ADVIsORY COMMIttee

MIssIssIPPI POuLtRY AssOCIAtIOn

If you want to join the

Mississippi Poultry 

Association as a Grower 

Member, call the MPA

office at 601-932-7560

for more information!

Mark leggett, President 
leggett@mspoultry.org

ray ables, Chairman

todd grisham , Vice Chairman

bob billingsley, treasurer

bo duvall, Grower Advisory Committee Chairman

ben Chandler, Grower Relations Coordinator
chandler@mspoultry.org

becky beard, Administrative Assistant 
beard@mspoultry.org

ContaCt inForMation

110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208
Phone: 601-932-7560
Fax: 601-932-7568
www.mspoultry.org

110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

sign neW sales tax aFFidavit
January 1, 2013 – See page 17 for details

legislative session begins
January 8,  2013

Msu Food deFense WorKshoPs
January 17, 2013 – Verona, MS
January 29, 2013 – Hattiesburg, MS
February 7, 2013 – Brookhaven, Ms
February 21, 2013 – Grenada, Ms
Visit www.mspoultry.org for more details

Ms Poultry Foundation sCholarshiP deadline
February 28, 2013 – See page 11 for more details

Magnolia beeF and Poultry exPo
April 11, 2013 – Raleigh, Ms

MPa Poultry ManageMent sChool
May 2013 – starkville, Ms – Stay tuned for more details

Celebrating our 75th Anniversary!

Merry
Christmas!


