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I am excited to be taking 
over as President of 

the Mississippi Poultry 
Association from my friend 
Mike Pepper, who has 
gone to lead the Mississippi 
Road Builders Association. 
I look forward to meeting 
you and hearing your 
concerns and ideas for the 

direction of this association.
 In my 13 years as Government Affairs 
Director for the Mississippi Manufacturers 
Association, I learned about the significant 
contribution of the poultry industry to our state’s 
economy. For 10 years prior to joining MPA, I 
was a reporter and then Capitol Correspondent 
for the Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal in 
Tupelo. I will put my 20 years in the Capitol 
to work to protect and expand the poultry 
industry.
 In the two months since I joined MPA, I 
have been trying to absorb as much of the 
“chicken business” as possible. One thing that 
I picked upon since September 1 is how much 
cooperation is required between growers and 
processors to feed America’s families.
 The relationships between these two groups 
of smart business people are complex and run 
deep. In my travels around the state visiting 
chicken houses and processing plants, I sense 
that everyone understands how much we all 
need each other. MPA exists to bring growers, 
processors and allied members together for the 
good of the industry.

 Times may be a little tough now in the 
poultry business, as they are for the entire world 
economy. More than once as I introduced myself 
on the farm and in the plant, I have been told, 
“What a time to get into this business.” I look 
forward to the challenges ahead because of the 
continuous progress over the last 71 years of 
business cycles in the industry.
 I have been impressed with how quickly 
new ideas from research at universities and 
private companies get implemented on the farm 
and in the plant, as well as the positive benefits 
for feeding the world these innovations have 
produced. U.S. Poultry and Egg Association 
President John Starkey presented statistics at 
the MPA convention showing that since 1992, 
the number of days for a chicken to reach five 
pounds has dropped from 52 days to only 44. 
 One thing I knew before I came, but 
have come to appreciate more since moving 
into the MPA office, is the dedication of your 
association’s other two staff members. Becky 
Beard has spent 21 years keeping the bills 
paid on time, and arranging meetings from 
conference calls to the MPA convention. As 
a former grower, Becky knows the poultry 
business inside and out. Her husband, Cooper, 
is the breeder manager for Lady Forest Farms.  
J.D. Sumrall, MPA’s Grower Relations Manager, 
is very energetic and excited about putting his 
Mississippi State poultry science education to 
work for the industry.
 Please do not hesitate to contact any of us if 
we can be of assistance as we all work together 
to feed the world.

Welcome to Mark Leggett, new president
of the Mississippi Poultry Association
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New
HP® 
C III
SAFE, EFFECTIVE AND PROTECTIVE

Introducing a new biological tool to fight coccidiosis - 
New HATCHPAK® Cocci III from Merial Select.

HATCHPAK® Key Advantages:

Only coccidial vaccine in the USA to offer genetically 
  stable precocious strains of Eimeria.1

Proven efficacious: stimulates the bird’s natural 
  immune response.2

Aids in the prevention of coccidiosis caused by 
Eimeria acervulina, tenella and maxima.
Administer to day-old chicks via coarse spray cabinet 

  in the hatchery.
Biological alternative to feed additives and other 

  pathogenic strain coccidial vaccines.
Convenient 5,000 and 10,000 dose sizes fit most 

  vaccination programs.

Value Beyond The Label. Don’t Just Choose a Product, Choose a Company.
© 2008 Merial Limited. Duluth, Georgia. All Rights Reserved. 
AV08-006

1- Merial Study #00-126.
2- Merial Study #04-016, 07-032.

VGD-01142 HatchPak Ad.indd   1 9/22/08   1:19:51 PM
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Through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), landowners across the state of 
Mississippi may benefit from payments that 
encourage poultry litter to be “transferred” to 
watersheds in the state with low concentrations 
of poultry facilities.  Successful implementation 
of programs of this nature helps to reduce the 

maximum daily loads of nutrients entering into streams within those 
watersheds.  The economics of litter transfer are based on the need 
for the major essential nutrients: nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and 
potassium (K), although many additional nutrients are contained in 
the poultry litter.  Successful implementation of this program also has 
the potential to reduce poultry litter application in areas where it has 
traditionally been applied and should result in better distribution of 
these nutrients statewide.
 The EQIP program can help reduce the cost of poultry litter 
transfer by providing assistance with the transportation costs. EQIP 
will pay according to the distance poultry litter is transported. The 
EQIP payment based on mileage will be as follows:

 • 26 to 50 miles $7.50/ton
 • 51 to 75 miles $11.25/ton
 • 76 to 100 miles $15.00/ton
 • 101 to 125 miles $18.75/ton
 • 126 to 150 miles $22.50/ton

 Potential environmental concerns relative to the management 
of poultry litter in Mississippi are becoming a high priority for the 
state.  As a result, the statewide poultry litter transfer program has 
been developed in EQIP and will continue to be implemented in 
2009 fiscal year.  This program is intended to provide payments to 
transport poultry litter from areas in the state of high concentrations of 
poultry production to areas of the state with low poultry production.  
It should be emphasized to applicants that this program is to assist 
with the costs of transporting the poultry litter only, not the cost of 
purchasing or loading the poultry litter.  Payments are based on the 
tons of poultry litter hauled and the mileage between the poultry 
litter source and the receiving farm.  Payment will be made only 
for hauling litter for the purpose of land application at agronomic 
rates.  Land application according to a phosphorus index and a 
nutrient budget is considered an agronomic rate for the purpose of 
this initiative.  EQIP requires the participant to enter into a 3-year 
contract for the manure transfer incentives.  The participant provides 
soil tests for all fields where the poultry litter will be applied.  NRCS 
staff will assist with the development of a “nutrient management 
plan” for the fields involved.  The person providing the poultry litter 
will be expected to provide an analysis of the poultry litter. 
 Many poultry operations are concentrated in East Central 
and South Central Mississippi (MS Poultry Belt) which produces a 
significant amount of poultry litter each year.  The litter is primarily 
land applied to pasture and hay land with some row crop land 
receiving litter.  In areas where there is not enough available land to 
properly land-apply the nutrients, water quality issues may become a 
concern.  These watersheds can become “nutrient limited” (sensitive 
to excessive nutrient inputs), and nutrient limited watersheds can 
develop water quality concerns.   
 Poultry litter is a valuable resource that can provide significant 
amounts of slow release fertilizer which include N, P, and K.  The 
Mississippi State University Extension Research Report Vol. 23 
No. 5 “Mississippi Broiler Litter: Fertilizer Value and Quantity 

Produced” states that an average sample of broiler litter in 
Mississippi has a nutrient value of 57 lbs. /ton of N, 29 lbs. /ton 
of P, and 59 lbs. /ton of K on an “as is basis” with 19 percent 
moisture.  Nutrient value will vary depending on the types of birds, 
the age of the litter and its moisture content.  The addition of poultry 
litter as a soil amendment helps to maintain and sometimes improve 
the soil’s quality by improving soil structure, improving the soil’s 
water holding capacity, and its nutrient holding capacity.  It also 
improves the soil’s ability to supply nutrients for plant uptake with the 
addition of organic matter and additional plant required nutrients. 
 The value of poultry litter should be based on a cost comparison 
with commercial fertilizer.  The Southeastern US average prices for 
commercial fertilizers can be found at the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (www.nass.usda.gov/index.asp).  Approximately 
40 percent of the N is lost during the clean-out of litter from the 
poultry barns, and hauling and spreading the litter to the fields.  
With this in mind, all N based agronomic uses for poultry litter 
should be calculated using roughly 50-60 percent of the total N 
concentration per given weight of material. With respect to P and 
K approximately 75-80 percent of the total P and 85-95 percent of 
the total K concentrations per given weight of material is available 
for plant uptake within the first growing season. Using these factors 
and the average broiler litter analysis mentioned above, the nutrient 
content at the time of land application would be approximately 34 
lbs. N/ton; 23 lbs. P/ton; and 50 lbs. K/ton.  
 Interested persons who would like to participate in the EQIP 
“Manure Transfer Program” can visit their local USDA/NRCS 
field office to sign up.  The application deadline for the 2009 
EQIP “Manure Transfer Initiative” is January 9, 2009.  For more 
information about this program please contact your local USDA/
NRCS field office or visit: www.ms.nrcs.usda.gov.   Poultry farmers 
can contact Mr. Andy Whittington (601-977-4243) with Mississippi 
Farm Bureau to register their farm on the poultry clearing houses 
litter website as a source of poultry litter or they may visit www.
poultry.msfb.org/poultry.

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital 
or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
 To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and 
TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Disclaimer: Please note that costs associated with the EQIP “Manure Transfer 
Program” will vary across the State of Mississippi. Local factors and prices 
should be used when determining actual comparisons between the use of 
poultry litter and commercial fertilizers for crop and forage production.

Poultry Litter Manure Transfer Program Through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

If you would like to advertise in 
MPA's "Emerging Trends" newsletter, 

contact J.D. Sumrall, Grower 
Relations Coordinator, at 601-355-0248 

or sumrall@mspoultry.org.

by John Lee, State Agronomist, USDA/NRCS

http://www.ms.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://poultry.msfb.org/poultry/
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Three Mississippi House committees (Agriculture, Forestry and 
Oil, Gas & Other Minerals) met November 12 to consider issues 

surrounding the use of poultry litter to generate electricity. An 
afternoon meeting looked at alternative fuel potential in the forest 
products industry. MPA Chairman Bob “Pic” Billingsley spoke as did 
Tyson grower John Logan of Prentiss. Here are some highlights of 
the hearing.
 Chairman Greg Ward of Ripley said the hearing was to explore 
the environmental benefits of using waste products as energy, to 
determine how to value the electricity going back onto the grid and 
to find out how that process can be regulated.
 The three Public Service Commissioners stated their openness 
to look into what was needed to make alternative sources of 
electricity generation more common in Mississippi. Southern District 
Commissioner Lynn Posey said the Legislature was on the cutting 
edge, and that there were smart meters 
available that can track electricity 
sales by farmers and other generators 
onto the electric grid. Northern District 
Commissioner Brandon Presley said 
the PSC needed “to be door openers 
and not gate keepers.” Southern District 
Commissioner Leonard Bentz said his 
two concerns were reliability and cost.
 Pic said this was an issue in the 
Southern states where Sanderson 
operates. He showed a video about 
a Minnesota plant generating enough 
electricity for 40,000 homes through 
burning 500,000 tons annually of poultry 
litter and other wastes. The byproduct 
is used as fertilizer. The Company, 
Fibrominn, a division of Fibrowatt, built 
the $202 million plant and has a 21-
year power purchase agreement with 
a local utility company. He said using 
poultry litter to generate electricity solves 
environmental concerns, addresses 
sustainability and is a renewable energy 
source. Pic said that the state’s two 
largest agricultural products, poultry 
and timber, can be used together to 
Mississippi’s advantage as an energy 
supply.
 John Logan’s 10-house farm 
generates electricity that is sold to 
Southern Pine Electric Power Association, 
but his method creates methane gas to 
burn as a fuel source. He heats water with 
solar panels and burns wood wastes in 
the boiler. He said he is left with a liquid, 
odorless, bacteria-free, 5-2-4 fertilizer 
that can then be pelletized. He said that 
there is no discharge from the process, 
which a computer system controls. His 
equipment and implementation costs 
have a six-year payback, but with 
improvements and current energy prices 
it could be three years on other farms. 
Logan receives a 1.7 cent tax credit per 
kilowatt hour produced. He suggested 

the Legislature use the Emerging Crops program to help farmers to 
“farm energy”  and make Mississippi an energy exporter. He also 
said 43 states have some type of renewable energy mandate that a 
percentage of electricity be generated from renewable sources.
 Larry Vogt with Mississippi Power Company presented two 
examples of bills from customers who generate and sell electricity 
back to their supplier. He said “net billing” was the proper way 
to handle the transaction. He gave two billing scenarios where a 
customer used and generated 1,000 kilowatts. In one the customer 
would pay $92 instead of $120 and in the other the customer would 
pay $26, but the second option would cause rates to rise for other 
customers.
 Bryan Collins with the Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality, said that lawmakers should give serious thought to capturing 
wastes from industrial and agricultural activities to use as fuel.

No Magic Here, Just Pure Science

High
Mortality

Poor Feed
Conversion Low WeightGain

Iron Loose
Droppings

AgrachlorSure Flow

Aquatech specializes in water quality equipment for the agriculture & poultry industry. 
Featuring the AgraChlor Chlorination, Iron X filtration and Sure Flow acidification units.  

Aquatech offers water consultations and system design from live production to processing.

Distributorship opportunities

info@aquatechpro.com

1-800-850-2423

“I purchased the system and on the first batch of birds improved 
mortality by 2%, feed conversion went from  1.84 to 1.74 with a daily weight gain 

increase from .1080 to .1140 . The best part; $6,000 more in my pocket.”
– L. D., Mississippi

Guaranteed
positive results.

MPA Members Educate Legislators 
on Power from Poultry Litter by Mark Leggett, MPA President



6

The world has changed dramatically over the past few months. 
Concerns about rising feed costs have given way to concerns 

about the impact of an economic recession on consumer food 
purchases. A housing crisis has morphed into a liquidity and credit 
crisis that is spanning the globe and a dramatic presidential election 
has set the country in a new and as yet undefined direction.

Market Drivers Reverse Course
For agriculture this is a new set of volatile factors that will need to 
be integrated into the risk management strategies of producers and 
agribusinesses. For the past few years agriculture markets have been 
driven by five significant factors of varying intensities. Unfortunately 
all but one of these factors have reversed course in a short period 
of time:
1. Strong economic growth in emerging and developed markets 

has been boosting demand but economic conditions now reflect 
a global recession of undetermined depth and duration.

2. From 2000 to 2006 significant global liquidity has fueled 
speculation. First in equities, then housing and then commodities. 
That liquidity has now evaporated and financial markets are in 
turmoil.

3. The rapid growth in corn based ethanol has absorbed 
significant amounts of corn and the competition for acreage has 
boosted prices for a broad range of commodities. Deteriorating 
energy prices and waning political support may limit future 
growth in the ethanol sector.

4. Low grain inventories in the world and U.S. relative to 
demand have forced markets to rely on annual production 
results. Without significant buffer stocks the markets have been 
extremely volatile due to weather and production uncertainties. 
While stocks have increased slowly they remain limited and this 
will serve as a stabilizing force in current markets.

5. The significant decline in the value of the dollar since 2002 
has been a major factor in enhancing the competitiveness 
of U.S. commodities and boosting prices. The dollar is now 
dramatically increasing in value and the buying power of 
foreign customers is deteriorating.

 The rapid reversal in these factors over a very short period 
of time has led to a dramatic correction in a broad range of 
commodities. Commodity futures indexes, which had more than 
doubled since 2002, have declined to 2004 levels and remain 
under pressure. Continued concerns over a global recession could 
return prices to the 2000 level if global grain production continues to 
rebound. In the early 1970's we witnessed a similar run-up in prices 

that was sustained. A second round of price increases in the 1980's 
could not be sustained and its erosion over the succeeding five years 
set the stage for significant economic stress in agriculture. 
 The current escalation in commodity prices has occurred over 
a much shorter period of time and has not been entirely capitalized 
into asset values. As a result the magnitude of deleveraging in 
production agriculture and agribusiness that must occur will be more 
limited. There will be volatility and stress but it will be much more 
manageable than the experience of the mid-1980's.

Grain Price Declines Ease Cost Pressures on Meat 
and Dairy Sectors
The dramatic price declines ($2 per bushel for corn, $3 per bushel for 
soybeans and $55 per ton for soybean meal) since late September 
have led cash markets lower and dramatically improved feed price 
ratios for large segments of the meat and dairy sectors. The broiler-
feed ratio had dropped to the lowest level in over 20 years as grain 
prices rapidly outpaced product prices during the past year. The 
ratios should continue to improve over the next few months. 
 However, future grain price expectations should be tempered 
by the knowledge that global and U.S. grain stocks-to-use remain at 
very low levels by historical standards. With the global stocks-to-use 
ratio below 20 percent and the U.S. ratio at 11 percent there will 
be a heavy reliance on 2009/10 crop production. As a result grain 
users must be prepared for the volatility associated with weather 
driven markets. The weakness in the global economy may dampen 
the magnitude of the volatility relative to the past few years but risks 
remain. 

A ROLLER COASTER OF RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR AGRICULTURE IN 2009-10 by Terry Barr, Chief Economist, 

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
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A Roller Coaster of Risks and Opportunities 
for Agriculture In 2009-10 

The world has changed dramatically over the past few months. Concerns about 
rising feed costs have given way to concerns about the impact of an economic 
recession on consumer food purchases. A housing crisis has morphed into a 
liquidity and credit crisis that is spanning the globe and a dramatic presidential 
election has set the country in a new and as yet undefined direction. 

Market Drivers Reverse Course 
For agriculture this is a new set of volatile factors that will need to be integrated 
into the risk management strategies of producers and agribusinesses. For the 
past few years agriculture markets have been driven by five significant factors of 
varying intensities. Unfortunately all but one of these factors have reversed 
course in a short period of time: 
1. Strong economic growth in emerging and developed markets has been 

boosting demand but economic conditions now reflect a global recession of 
undetermined depth and duration. 

2. From 2000 to 2006 significant global liquidity has fueled speculation. First 
in equities, then housing and then commodities. That liquidity has now 
evaporated and financial markets are in turmoil. 

3. The rapid growth in corn based ethanol has absorbed significant amounts of 
corn and the competition for acreage has boosted prices for a broad range of 
commodities. Deteriorating energy prices and waning political support may 
limit future growth in the ethanol sector. 

4. Low grain inventories in the world and U.S. relative to demand have forced 
markets to rely on annual production results. Without significant buffer stocks 
the markets have been extremely volatile due to weather and production 
uncertainties. While stocks have increased slowly they remain limited and this 
will serve as a stabilizing 
force in current markets. 

5. The significant decline in 
the value of the dollar
since 2002 has been a 
major factor in enhancing 
the competitiveness of 
U.S. commodities and 
boosting prices. The dollar 
is now dramatically 
increasing in value and the 
buying power of foreign 
customers is deteriorating. 

The rapid reversal in these 
factors over a very short period of time has led to a dramatic correction in a 
broad range of commodities. Commodity futures indexes, which had more than 
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doubled since 2002, have declined to 2004 levels and remain under pressure. 
Continued concerns over a global recession could return prices to the 2000 level 
if global grain production continues to rebound. In the early 1970s we witnessed 
a similar run-up in prices that was sustained. A second round of price increases 
in the 1980s could not be sustained and its erosion over the succeeding five 
years set the stage for significant economic stress in agriculture.

The current escalation in commodity prices has occurred over a much shorter 
period of time and has not been entirely capitalized into asset values. As a result 
the magnitude of deleveraging in production agriculture and agribusiness that 
must occur will be more limited. There will be volatility and stress but it will be 
much more manageable than the experience of the mid-1980s. 

Grain Price Declines Ease Cost Pressures on Meat and Dairy Sectors 
The dramatic price declines ($2 per bushel for corn, $3 per bushel for soybeans 
and $55 per ton for soybean 
meal) since late September 
have led cash markets lower 
and dramatically improved 
feed price ratios for large 
segments of the meat and 
dairy sectors. The broiler-
feed ratio had dropped to the 
lowest level in over 20 years 
as grain prices rapidly 
outpaced product prices 
during the past year. The 
ratios should continue to 
improve over the next few 
months.

However, future grain price 
expectations should be 
tempered by the knowledge 
that global and U.S. grain 
stocks-to-use remain at very 
low levels by historical 
standards. With the global 
stocks-to-use ratio below 20 
percent and the U.S. ratio at 
11 percent there will be a 
heavy reliance on 2009/10 
crop production. As a result 
grain users must be prepared 
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doubled since 2002, have declined to 2004 levels and remain under pressure. 
Continued concerns over a global recession could return prices to the 2000 level 
if global grain production continues to rebound. In the early 1970s we witnessed 
a similar run-up in prices that was sustained. A second round of price increases 
in the 1980s could not be sustained and its erosion over the succeeding five 
years set the stage for significant economic stress in agriculture.

The current escalation in commodity prices has occurred over a much shorter 
period of time and has not been entirely capitalized into asset values. As a result 
the magnitude of deleveraging in production agriculture and agribusiness that 
must occur will be more limited. There will be volatility and stress but it will be 
much more manageable than the experience of the mid-1980s. 

Grain Price Declines Ease Cost Pressures on Meat and Dairy Sectors 
The dramatic price declines ($2 per bushel for corn, $3 per bushel for soybeans 
and $55 per ton for soybean 
meal) since late September 
have led cash markets lower 
and dramatically improved 
feed price ratios for large 
segments of the meat and 
dairy sectors. The broiler-
feed ratio had dropped to the 
lowest level in over 20 years 
as grain prices rapidly 
outpaced product prices 
during the past year. The 
ratios should continue to 
improve over the next few 
months.

However, future grain price 
expectations should be 
tempered by the knowledge 
that global and U.S. grain 
stocks-to-use remain at very 
low levels by historical 
standards. With the global 
stocks-to-use ratio below 20 
percent and the U.S. ratio at 
11 percent there will be a 
heavy reliance on 2009/10 
crop production. As a result 
grain users must be prepared 
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Emerging Recession Tempers Expectations Despite 
Lower Feed Costs
While rising feed costs were a major concern of the meat sector 
for much of 2008, attention must now turn to the ability of the U.S. 
and foreign consumer to weather the current recession. During the 
mild recession of 2000-2001 the consumer reduced savings rates 
and accessed significant wealth built in the equity market and their 
homes. This offset the weakness in the growth of disposable income 
and minimized the impacts on consumer demand. In 2008-2009 the 
dramatic declines in the stock market and falling home values will 
force the consumer to increase savings and reduce spending.

 The meat sector must cautiously assess the crosscurrents now 
at work. Feed costs are lower but consumer demand, particularly in 
terms of eating out, are softening. The export market is also now at 
risk. The weak U.S. dollar and strong foreign demand for much of 
2008 provided the broiler and pork sectors with record high export 
markets. This was a major boost to market revenue. In 2008-2009 
the U.S. dollar is increasing in value and a global recession is emerg-
ing. The size of the correction in the export market is now a strategic 
factor for the broiler industry (17 percent of production is exported) 
and the pork sector (22 percent of production is exported).
 In this environment it is likely that virtually every meat sector will 
attempt to limit or reduce meat output to limit supplies to domestic 
and foreign markets and maintain product prices. Liquidation of 
breeding inventory in 2008 boosted meat production by 4 percent, 
the largest increase in red meat and poultry production since 1999. 
In 2009 meat production is likely to decline by at least one percent 
and producers will be extremely cautious through the first half of the 
year.
 Poultry producers will pay particular attention to development 
in the export markets. In 2008 the industry witnessed an unusual 
market in which prices of leg quarters reached record levels while 
the prices of breast meat declined sharply, particularly in the second 
half of the year. Price weakness has been apparent in both markets 
in recent weeks.

2009-2010 Will be About Managing a Wide Range
of Risks
The bottom line assessment for agriculture is that a sustained period 
of prosperity has now given way to major market and political 
transitions.  As a result, producers and agribusiness must be 
prepared to manage greater risk associated with a broad range 
of factors. Traditional input, production and marketing risks will be 
heightened by the increasingly   uncertain economic climate. The 
scarcity and high cost of capital will require cautious assumptions 
regarding potential future return on investments. Regulatory risk will 
expand dramatically, particularly in the areas of labor, environment 
and financial oversight. Securing working capital to support risk 
strategies will be challenging.

for the volatility associated with weather driven markets. The weakness in the 
global economy may dampen the magnitude of the volatility relative to the past 
few years but risks remain.  

Emerging Recession Tempers Expectations Despite Lower Feed Costs 
While rising feed costs were a major concern of the meat sector for much of 
2008, attention must now turn to the ability of the U.S. and foreign consumer to 
weather the current recession. During the mild recession of 2000-2001 the 
consumer reduced savings rates and accessed significant wealth built in the 
equity market and their homes. This offset the weakness in the growth of 
disposable income and minimized the impacts on consumer demand. In 2008-
2009 the dramatic declines in the stock market and falling home values will force 
the consumer to increase savings and reduce spending. 

The meat sector must cautiously assess the crosscurrents now at work. Feed 
costs are lower but consumer demand, particularly in terms of eating out, are 
softening. The export market is also now at risk. The weak U.S. dollar and strong 
foreign demand for much of 2008 provided the broiler and pork sectors with 
record high export markets. This was a major boost to market revenue. In 2008-
2009 the U.S. dollar is increasing in value and a global recession is emerging. 
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The size of the correction in the export market is now a strategic factor for the 
broiler industry (17 percent of production is exported) and the pork sector         
(22 percent of production is exported). 

In this environment it is likely that virtually every meat sector will attempt to limit 
or reduce meat output to limit supplies to domestic and foreign markets and 
maintain product prices. Liquidation of breeding inventory in 2008 boosted meat 
production by 4 percent, the largest increase in red meat and poultry production 
since 1999. In 2009 meat production is likely to decline by at least one percent 
and producers will be extremely cautious through the first half of the year. 

Poultry producers will pay particular attention to development in the export 
markets. In 2008 the industry witnessed an unusual market in which prices of leg 
quarters reached record levels while the prices of breast meat declined sharply, 

particularly in the second half of the year. Price weakness has been apparent in 
both markets in recent weeks. 

2009-2010 Will be About Managing a Wide Range of Risks 
The bottom line assessment for agriculture is that a sustained period of 
prosperity has now given way to major market and political transitions.  As a 
result, producers and agribusiness must be prepared to manage greater risk 
associated with a broad range of factors. Traditional input, production and 
marketing risks will be heightened by the increasingly   uncertain economic 
climate. The scarcity and high cost of capital will require cautious assumptions 
regarding potential future return on investments. Regulatory risk will expand 
dramatically, particularly in the areas of labor, environment and financial 
oversight. Securing working capital to support risk strategies will be challenging. 
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Bottom Line Assessment

2. Prepare to manage greater risk associated with increasing 
 volatility in all markets. 

input risk – availability, price, prepaids, etc.
production risk – weather, technology, etc.
marketing risk – hedging, pricing, consumer shift in 
consumption patterns.
investment risk – utilize realistic assumptions regarding 
capital investment strategies. 
Regulatory risk – farm programs, tax policy,
environmental/labor regulation, financial oversight 

3. Develop strategies to secure working capital to support risk 
 management strategies. The consolidation of brokerage firms, 
 investment banks, and commercial banks will change the 
 instruments available to the public and businesses that want
 to raise funds.    

1. This is unique time for U.S. agriculture. A broad spectrum of 
 agriculture has enjoyed a sustained period of prosperity, but 
 costs and market conditions are changing rapidly.  
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Fall is in the air. I hope you are enjoying 
the season!  As year-end approaches, it is 

tax planning time. With the recently-passed 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008, the potential benefits of planning cannot 
be over-emphasized.  In addition, the downturn 
in the financial markets has made tax planning 
even more important.  Here are a few items to 
consider:

Tried and True Planning Ideas
Capital losses. Long-term capital losses can be used to offset long-
term capital gains. Losses taken in excess of gains can offset up 
to $3,000 in ordinary income.  Short-term losses can be used to 
offset short-term gains that are otherwise taxable at ordinary tax 
rates (up to 35 percent). Unlike businesses, excess capital losses for 
individuals may only be carried forward.

Business losses. Business loss deductions can be taken for bad debts; 
losses on the sale of business assets and net operating losses. A 
business with a bad year in 2008 but profitable years in 2006 or 
2007, can carryback net operating losses and apply for an immediate 
refund.  Unused losses may be carried forward up to 20 years.   

Casualty losses.  Both individuals and businesses are allowed 
deductions for casualty and theft losses. However, deductions by 
individual taxpayers are limited.

Temporary Tax Breaks
 A number of popular tax breaks are retroactive to the start 
of 2008 and good through 2009 courtesy of the recently enacted 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (EESA).  Here are a 
few that may be beneficial to 2008 year-end tax planning:

AMT patch. The AMT exemption amounts were raised to help insulate 
most middle-income taxpayers from the AMT. For 2008, the AMT 
exemption amounts will be:

• $69,950 for married couples filing jointly and surviving spouses; 
• $46,200 for single taxpayers and heads of household; and 
• $34,975 for married couples filing separately. 

Work Opportunity Tax Credit.  The Act extended the hiring period 
for Hurricane Katrina employees from two years after August 28, 
2005 to four years after that date.  This can be big savings for many 
Mississippi businesses impacted by Katrina.  

State and local sales tax deduction. Individuals can deduct state 
and local general sales taxes in lieu of state and local income taxes. 
This deduction expired at the end of 2007, but the EESA extends it 
through December 31, 2009.

Property tax deduction for non-itemizers. The EESA extends the 
additional standard deduction for real property taxes for non-itemizers 
through 2009. Individual taxpayers are allowed a maximum $500 
additional standard deduction ($1,000 for joint filers). For non-
itemizers, this additional limited deduction will increase the amount 
of their standard deduction. 

Year-End Tax Planning: Mixing Tried-and-True with New Ideas
by Charles Lindsay, CPA
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Higher education tuition deduction. 
The EESA extends the above-the-line 
deduction for higher education expenses. 
Eligible taxpayers can deduct the costs of 
qualified higher education expense paid 
during the year for themselves, a spouse 
or a dependent, up to $4,000. 

Teachers’ classroom expense deduction. 
Through 2009, teachers and other 
educators can take up to a $250 above-
the-line deduction for certain out-of-
pocket classroom expenses.

Leasehold and restaurant improvements. 
Under the EESA, qualifying restaurant 
improvements and leasehold 
improvements are eligible for 15-year 
cost recovery (rather than a 39-year 
recovery period) through 2009. The 
EESA also allows a 15-year recovery 
period for depreciation of certain retail 
space improvements. 

New Markets Tax Credit. The New 
Markets Tax Credit is extended through 
2009. This credit encourages investment 
in, or loans to, smalls businesses in 
economically distressed areas. 

Energy incentives. The EESA has 
extended a host of energy tax incentives.  
For individuals, there is a residential 
energy property credit available starting 
in 2009; homeowners may want to delay 
energy-savings improvements until 2009 
as a result. For businesses, a deduction 
for energy efficient commercial buildings 
has been extended through 2013. 

Expiring Provisions
 Several tax incentives are set to 
expire at the end of 2008. Since it 
may be “use-it-or-lose it” with these tax 
breaks, look carefully at whether these 
provisions fit into your 2008 planning 
scheme: 

50-percent bonus depreciation. The 
Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 provided 
businesses with 50 percent bonus 
depreciation of the adjusted basis of qualifying property. The property 
generally must be purchased and placed in service during 2008.

Enhanced expensing. The Economic Stimulus Act increased the 
deductible Code Sec. 179 provisions. For property purchased and 
placed in service in tax years beginning in 2008, businesses can 
expense up to $250,000 of Code Sec. 179 property, reduced by the 
value of the property over $800,000. These levels are set to decrease 
for tax years beginning in 2009.

Modified homesale exclusion.  Gain from the sale of a principal 
residence will no longer be excluded from gross income for periods 
that the home was not used as a principal residence.  This new income 
inclusion rule applies to home sales after December 31, 2008 and, 
under a transition rule, is based on nonqualified use periods that 
begin on or after January 1, 2009. 

First-time homebuyer tax credit. The Housing and Economic Recovery 
Act of 2008 gives first-time homebuyers a temporary refundable 
tax credit equal to 10 percent of the purchase price of a home, up 
to $7,500 ($3,750 for married individuals filing separately). The 

credit begins to phase out for taxpayers with adjusted gross income 
in excess of $75,000 ($150,000 in the case of a joint return). The 
credit is effective for homes purchased on or after April 9, 2008, and 
before July 1, 2009. The 2008 Economic Stabilization Act did not 
extend the credit.

Summary
 As you can see, this is a mix of tried-and-true along with old and 
new.  Please don’t wait until next year to think about saving on your 
tax bill. It will be too late.  Act now and save on this year’s taxes.  No 
one knows what the future holds.  I encourage you to contact your 
tax professional to develop the tax planning strategy that is right for 
you.  You can find more info on this and other topics on our website 
at www.mclcpa.net.  Happy hunting!

Charles R. Lindsay is a Certified Public Accountant who works with individuals, 
corporations and tax exempt entities. He is President of Matthews, Cutrer & 
Lindsay, PA, an accounting firm located in Ridgeland, MS. Contact him at 
clindsay@mclcpa.net.

Does Not Include  Shipping & Installation

http://www.mclcpa.net
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Our Focus Is

Your Success.

www.ivescopoultry.com

Barn Foam
Bio Sealants
Canister Sealants

Can Sealants
Metal Buildings
Ag Buildings

Broiler Houses
Pullet Houses

Ag Farmers  Save 35% 
On Your Energy Costs This Year*

Filtration Needs

Bio Sealants
Canister Sealants

Metal Buildings
Ag Buildings

Pullet Houses

42612 Foam Ag-Tite Gun  Each
42614 Foam Ag-Tite Cleaner 12oz
42610 Foam Ag-Tite Spray 24oz
43669 Foam Ag-Tite Canister 16lb

ITEM # PRODUCT DESCRIPTION UOM

51036 10” Wound 50 Micron Filter Each
49824 10” Wound 20 Micron Filter Each
48658 Farmguard Filter 20 Micro Each
48657 Farmguard Filter Housing Each

ITEM # PRODUCT DESCRIPTION UOM

800.222.6945
601.606.4532

* Based Upon that 2005 Auburn University Test  by Jim Donald.



Beautiful Destin, Florida was the site of 
the 71st Mississippi Poultry Association 

Annual Meeting in September. Sunny skies, 
beautiful surroundings and cooler weather 
greeted the attendees. Golf, tennis and 
fishing tournaments are always venues for 
fun and fellowship.  
 Presentations were given by Mr. John 
Starkey, President of the United States Poultry 
& Egg Association; Dr. Barbara Masters, 
Senior Policy Advisor at Olsson, Frank and 

Weeda in Washington, D.C.; Terry Barr, 
Chief Economist with the National Council of 
Farmer Cooperatives also from Washington, 
D. C.;  and Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith from 
Mississippi. 
 Our allied industry plays a huge role in 
our annual meeting in many ways. One way 
is by supporting a lucrative auction to raise 
funds for the Mississippi Poultry Foundation. 
We use the money to support $1,000 
scholarships to two well-deserving students 

each year, as well as disaster relief and 
public education. MPA appreciates everyone 
who plays a part in making this event bigger 
and better every year. 
 If you missed this year's annual meeting, 
we invite you to join us next year for the 
72nd Annual Meeting on September 17-21, 
2009. We guarantee you will be entertained 
and well informed of the latest topics facing 
our industry.
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Thursday Night 
Kick-Off Reception

Chairman Billingsley and MPA President Mike Leggett present Central 
Industries representatives Mark Occhipinti, Reed Kilpatrick, and 
C.J. Bischoff their Diamond Sponsor plaque.

Bruce Rutledge receives the 2008 
Salesman of the Year Award

Speaker Terry Barr gave the 
Economic Outlook

By Becky Beard, MPA Administrative Assistant
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MSU Poultry Science seniors attended the Convention: (Front L-R) Adam 
Anglin, Jay Jayroe, Kayla Ishee, Monica Robertson. (Back L-R) Joseph Cole, 
Michael Dooley, Ty Herrington, Marcus Duplessy, Shawn McDonald.

H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  7 1 S T
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I recently went down to Marshall Durbin in Waynesboro to meet 
growers to see how things are going and to hear their concerns. 

I thought growers would be interested in one farm in particular 
where six houses were recently upgraded. Mr. Furber Robinson and 
Mrs. Ann Robinson told me they noticed a significant difference in 
performance between the three new houses on their farm and their six 
older houses. All nine houses were managed the same, so they made 
the decision to upgrade the six older houses by adding a center row 
of lighting to increase lighting intensity, new heaters that will be more 
efficient and consistent. They also sealed air leaks which will allow 
them to ventilate more efficiently and hold in the heat in the winter so 
that they can save on their energy bill. They put new curtains up on 
every house, new vent doors and filling in all the cracks and air leaks 
they could find around doors, inlets, fans, vent doors and in between 
the boards on the houses. They also bought new fans for the houses 
to pull adequate air through the houses efficiently. They also added 
cool cells to the houses so their birds can be cool and comfortable on 
the hottest days of the year. 
 Topping it all off is a new Rotem Control System to make 
all of these improvements operate in harmony to insure the most 
comfortable living conditions for the birds at the lowest price. Mr. 
and Mrs. Robinson see a good return on their investment. While I 
was visiting, most of the Marshall Durinn service technicians were 
out at the Robinson’s farm learning how the Rotem Control Box works 
and how it should be set for optimal conditions for the birds at the 
different stages of their lives. These investments will give Mr. and Mrs. 
Robinson a good edge on being the top grower. This will help the 
Robinsons make a better living and will provide Marshall Durbin a 
higher quality chicken.

Cool Cells

New Energy Efficient Brooders

Rotem Control Box  

New Tunnel, Vent Boxes, New Curtin

Cool Cells

New Energy Efficient Brooders

Rotem Control Box  

New Tunnel, Vent Boxes, New Curtin

New energy efficient brooders

Cool Cells

New Energy Efficient Brooders

Rotem Control Box  

New Tunnel, Vent Boxes, New Curtin

Rotem Control Box  

Cool Cells

New Energy Efficient Brooders

Rotem Control Box  

New Tunnel, Vent Boxes, New Curtin

Cool cells

New tunnels, vent boxes, and curtains

Innovations at One Grower's Farm
by J.D. Sumrall, MPA Grower Relations Coordinator
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Jones County Junior 
College has become 

the only junior college 
in the nation to receive 
a poultry association 
grant. JCJC, the only 
junior college, is one 
of three colleges to 
receive a grant. The 
other colleges are LSU 
and Penn State.
 Poultry Association 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
along with an official 
from Mississippi State  
University’s poultry 

program and several JCJC officials, took part in the grant presentation 
Monday at the school’s Ellisville campus. Jesse Smith, president of 
JCJC, said the junior college is pleased to be receiving the $7,000 
Harold E. Ford Foundation Grant. 
 “We are honored to be a part of the poultry industry,” Smith 
said. “It’s a blessing that we have received this. We know this type of 
investment will reveal great returns.”
 Michael Kidd, professor and head of the MSU Department 
of Poultry Science, said the “poultry industry is by far the largest 
agricultural industry in the state.” 
 Kidd said the grant JCJC is receiving is designed to increase 
the number of people entering the poultry science field. “We want 
people to know that the poultry industry is a business,” he said. “The 
industry is looking for more people.”
 J.D. Sumrall with the Mississippi Poultry Association and a 
former graduate of JCJC and MSU said JCJC receiving this grant is 
great for the poultry association and the community. 
 “This is a good thing for us. It helps us to promote our industry,” 
Sumrall said. “It helps to ensure quality leaders and innovative 
people working for our future.”
 Tim Ishee, agriculture science instructor at JCJC, said the grant, 
which comes from the U.S. Poultry and Egg Association, will help the 
educational institution recruit students into the poultry science field. 
“We are proud of this accomplishment and what has been achieved 
here at Jones,” Ishee said. “Knowing that we are the only junior 
college to receive this is one thing. Then knowing that the only other 
two recipients were LSU and Penn State means that we are in pretty 
elite company.” However, Ishee said out of all the recipients, Jones 
received the top award.
 Kidd said Jones County Junior College is a leader in producing 
students for this industry. There are only six poultry science degree-
granting programs in the United States. Those programs are at 
Mississippi State University, North Carolina State, University of 
Georgia, Auburn University, University of Arkansas and Texas A&M. 
Kidd said representatives from the six programs meet and allocate 
the money from the foundation. 
 “Jones Junior College competed against top players for these 
funds,” Kidd said. “This money will be used to get more students 
into the poultry field, and that’s something that is really needed. 
There is a huge demand for more students in the poultry field,” he 
added. “For the last 20 years, JCJC has supplied almost half of all 
the poultry science graduates at Mississippi State, and they have 
been outstanding students.”
 Ishee said JCJC’s program typically has 60-70 students in its 
department each year. However, officials would like to increase 
that number. Ishee said the goal is to get more students to come to 

JCJC and study agriculture science/poultry science for two years. 
Then, they will transfer to MSU and complete their studies in poultry 
science.
 Kidd said MSU’s poultry science program offers students 100 
percent job placement. “A poultry grower is a small businessman 
or businesswoman,” Kidd said. “Four chicken houses is a $1 million 
business.”
 Kidd said there are so many different job opportunities available 
in the poultry industry. The poultry business is booming and more 
students are needed in these programs. “We live in the middle of 
the Poultry Belt here,” Ishee said. Sumrall agreed that poultry is a 
large business in this area and the industry continues to try to recruit 
students into the industry. Kidd said those working in the poultry 
industry “are producing food domestically and internationally. We 
are working on the food supplies for the world.”
 Officials said JCJC has received grants from the poultry 
association in the past. Ishee said his class has already taken a trip 
to the MSU poultry department and explains there is a great need for 
more bachelor of science graduates in Poultry Science because of the 
large numbers of careers available.
 Also as a part of the grant, JCJC will have a banquet for high 
school seniors who may be interested in poultry science or pre-
veterinary medicine careers. 
 “This grant is going to continue to impact the visibility of the 
Jones Junior College’s Agriculture Science Department and the critical 
role we play with the Mississippi Poultry Industry,” Ishee said. “The 
student who leaves here and graduate from MSU directly impacts 
the local economy, the national and international economy and food 
supply.” 

Pictured (L-R): J.D. Sumrall with MPA; Michael 
Kidd, professor and head of the MSU Department 
of Poultry Science; Tim Ishee, agriculture science 
instructor at JCJC; and Smith take part in the 
grant presentation Monday at JCJC.

JONES COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE AMONG ELITE GROUP

Commercial Buildings • Farm Buildings
Poultry Buildings • Poultry Equipment

Steel Trusses • Wood Trusses

New Construction Retro Fits

Heath Clark
601-469-1813
1910 Hwy. 35S

Forest, MS 39074

Bill Waites
601-765-4510

3906 Hwy. 49 N
Collins, MS 39428

"24-Hour Service"

Stacy Humphrey
Sales Manager
WWW.LATCOINC.COM

Walter Swington
601-835-0307

19 H. East Lincoln Dr. NE
Brookhaven, MS 39601

Written by Eloria Newell James for Laurel Leader-Call, November 11, 2008. Used by permission.
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I would like to thank all of you who were Mississippi Poultry 
Association members in 2008 and for your support. I appreciate 

everyone who has provided input – whether positive or negative – in 
the past year around the state. You have helped me understand more 
fully the challenges that you face as a poultry grower. Hopefully, we 
have been able to work together to find solutions and answers. I 
look forward to serving you in 2009, and will continue to seek your 
guidance and opinions. Please continue to provide your Association 
with input. The Mississippi Poultry Association membership drive is 
already getting under way for the 2009 fiscal year. You all will be 
contacted by mail, through company service techs for the company 
for whom you grow, and in our newsletter. Another way we have 
made information available this year is through the MPA website at 
www.mspoultry.org. You can print out the grower member form and 
mail it to us. We want to make sure everyone has the opportunity 
for their voice to be heard and to take advantage of the benefits of 
MPA membership, which includes representing you in regulatory and 
legislative matters. You can become a member by simply filling out 
the form below and returning it to us. If you have any questions about 
our organization and membership, please feel free to call me, J.D. 
Sumrall, at 601-942-9269 or email me at sumrall@mspoultry.org.

Please cut out this form and mail it to the Association Office:
P.O. Box 13309 • Jackson, MS 39236 

601-355-0248 
 mpaoffice@bellsouth.net • www.mspoultry.org

It's time for grower membership renewals! Please complete the 
following form and return it to the MPA Office.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2009

A Full-Service Law Firm 
 

For the Members of 
 

Mississippi poultry association 
 
 

1400 Trustmark Building •  248 East Capitol Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 •  (601) 948-3101 

1710 Jackson Avenue 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567 •  (228) 696-0044 

www.brunini.com

A FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM

FOR THE MEMBERS OF

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION

1400 TRUSTMARK BUILDING

248 EAST CAPITOL STREET

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201

(601) 948-3101

1710 JACKSON AVENUE

PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI 39567

(228) 696-0044

WWW.BRUNINI.COM

YES! I would like to become a member 
of the Mississippi Poultry Association!
NAME _____________________________________________________________ 

COMPANY I GROW FOR  ____________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________ STATE _________ ZIP __________________

CELL PHONE  _______________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE  _____________________________________________________

FAX  _______________________________________________________________

EMAIL  _____________________________________________________________

____________ ENCLOSED ARE MY ANNUAL DUES: GROWER............$30.00 

MPA NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!



 Grower Advisory Committee

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 13309
Jackson, MS 39236-3309

MPA
MISSISSIPPI POULTRY 

ASSOCIATION

Mark Leggett
President

leggett@mspoultry.org

Bob Billingsley
Chairman

Steve McLaurin
Vice Chairman

Ryn McDonald
Treasurer

Peter McKinley
Grower Advisory 

Committee Chairman

J. D. Sumrall
Grower Relations Coordinator

sumrall@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard
 Administrative Assistant
mpaoffice@bellsouth.net

MPA

James Cochran
Marshall Durbin

Todd Dupré
Tyson Foods

Bo Duvall
Marshall Durbin

Steve Holloway
Peco Foods

Paul R. Ingram
Tyson Foods

Michael Magee
Tyson Foods

Peter McKinley
Sanderson Farms

Deborah Sumrall
Sanderson Farms

Danny Thornton
Peco Foods

Kenneth Upton
Sanderson Farms

Donna Ward
Tyson Foods

Jon Wilson
Peco Farms

Gary Weatherford
Tyson Foods

If you want to join the Mississippi Poultry Association as a Grower 
Member, call the MPA office at 601-355-0248 for more information!

Contact Information
601-355-0248

Fax 601-353-3840
www.mspoultry.org

Forty Ag-Science students visited the MSU Poultry Science 
Department in September. The purpose of the trip was to 

visit with department’s faculty concerning careers in the poultry 
industry. Poultry production in Mississippi is worth over $2 
billion a year to the economy of our state. Also while on the 
trip, the students were able to attend a leadership conference 
where the keynote speaker was retired General Colin Powell, 
who spoke on what it takes to be an effective leader.
 The trip was made possible by a grant that the Ag-Science Department received from the U.S. 
Poultry and Egg Association. The purpose of the grant is to increase the number of Poultry Science 
majors entering the JCJC AG-Science Department who will then transfer to the MSU Poultry Science 
Department.

Jones County Junior College
Ag-Science Group Visits MSU 
Poultry Department

The MPA website is a great place to keep up with current events 
going on in the industry, as well as a quick and easy way to keep 

up with upcoming events in the industry. All MPA sponsored events 
will be at your fingertips. If you are stuck trying to find a website 
dealing with our industry, we have several links on our page to 
other useful sites. Please let us know of any other helpful websites 
that we need to add to our links section. The website address is 
www.mspoultry.org. Come visit and let us know what you think!  

Visit the MPA Website!


