
3
4
7
8

10
12
13
14
16

The President's Report

Seminar Targets Women
Working in Agriculture

Consistent Water 
Quality and Its Effect 
on Performance

Annual Convention
Highlights

Poultry Spanish

Funds Available to
Establish Tree Buffers
Around Poultry Houses

Full Scale Exercse: Avian
Influenza Outbreak Drill
for First Responders

4-H Poultry Barbeque
Contest

Workshops to Inform
Growers of Grants
Available for Energy
Efficiency Improvements

Upcoming Events
    

Notice of AI Survey
to be Mailed

2008 Membership
Drive

Quarterly Newsletter of the MPA Grower Advisory Committee

FA
LL

 2
0

0
7

A new Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry 
Experiment Station bulletin entitled 

“Economic Impact of 
the Mississippi Poultry 
Industry-2007” has 
recently been completed 
and published.  This doc-
ument examines current 
trends in poultry produc-
tion and prices, poultry 
company profiles and 
the role of the poultry 
industry in the Mississippi 
economy. This publica-
tion was a joint effort 
between the Department 
of Poultry Science and 
the Department of 
Agricultural Economics.
 Poultry production in 
Mississippi is the leading 
agricultural commodity in 
the state with farm gate 
sales exceeding $2 bil-
lion annually.  Approximately 850 million broil-
ers are grown in Mississippi each year, placing 
Mississippi fourth among leading broiler pro-
ducing states. These broilers are grown on more 
than 2,000 farms located mainly in the central 

and southern parts of the state.  Each farmer 
contracts with one of the seven broiler process-

ing companies that oper-
ate in the state to grow 
the chickens.  The poul-
try processors in turn 
directly employ more 
than 24,000 people in 
the state, with wages 
and salaries paid total-
ing more than $1 billion.  
Economic activity gener-
ated as a result of poul-
try production (supplies, 
equipment, fuel, truck-
ing, etc.) accounts for 
another 23,000+ jobs 
with payrolls of $729 
million.
 Mississippi is also 
the home of the larg-
est table egg producing 
company in the world, 
Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. 

Headquartered in Jackson, Cal-Maine has egg 
operations in 15 states, employs more than 
1,400 people and produces approximately 683 
million dozen eggs per year.

Bulletin Outlines Poultry Industry
Economic Impact on State

INTRODUCING...www.mspoultry.org
Visit the new MPA 
website where you can 
access “Economic Impact 
of the Mississippi Poultry 
Industry-2007” plus all 
kinds of other information 
about Mississippi's 
poultry industry!
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Driven To 
Performance

People Making a Difference, An Attitude of Service.
Merial Select

• Thinking as a team
• Sharing ideas
•  Unsurpassed personal service
•  Delivering great solutions

 Area Sales Manager
Jeff Little  (Left)

 Area Service Technician
Scott Wallace  (Right)
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As we put anoth-
er hot dry sum-

mer behind us, the 
Association is excited 
about the progress we 
have made this year.  
This has been prog-
ress in uncertain times.  
However, challenges 

await with the typical slowdown of the 
poultry market in the fall and winter, 
but more importantly, the ever-increasing 
unpredictability of energy prices.  
 I was fortunate to attend the annual 
convention of the National Chicken 
Council to view how this organization is 
stepping up to the challenges to promote 
our industry. I am thankful for the work 

they do, particularly on the national and 
international scene.  
 Speaking of promotion, Mississippi State 
University released an economic study 
highlighting the poultry industry. The study 
will play an important role in years to 
come giving readers insight into the United 
States poultry industry and what role the 
State of Mississippi plays, as well as 
a background of broiler companies, the 
egg industry, geographical information 
of production, and location of plants. This 
study is highlighted on the Association's 
new website, www.mspoultry.org. I want 
to thank U.S. Poultry & Egg Association 
for developing and maintaining this new 
venture. Please visit and give us your 
comments on how the website can better 

suit your needs. 
 We look to the new year with much 
anticipation. Bob Billingsley of Sanderson 
Farms takes over as Chairman, Steve 
McLaurin of Peco Foods moves to the Vice 
Chairman position while Ryn McDonald of 
Cal-Maine Foods will serve as Treasurer 
for the Association Board of Directors 
in the upcoming year. Peter McKinley of 
Sanderson Farms will remain Chairman of 
the Grower Advisory Committee.  
 Thank you for allowing me to make 
a few comments on YOUR Association. 
I thank all the contributing authors and 
especially the sponsors of this newsletter.  
If you have any ideas or comments, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.

THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Mike Pepper

Women who work in a farming business are often the sole decision 
makers and a new three-day program has been created to help 

them make the best choices. 
 The Mississippi State University Extension Service, the Mississippi 
Farm Bureau Federation and the Mississippi Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce are sponsoring a business management seminar 
for farmwomen called Mississippi Women in Agriculture – Annie’s 
Project. 
 The program will be held in Starkville at the MSU Palmeiro Center 
on October 23-25, with focus on the livestock, row crop and timber 
businesses. Among the many featured speakers are John Anderson 
and Jane Parish, who will speak about the beef industry; Ken Booker, 
who will discuss the forestry business; and Bob Hughes, who will focus 
on estate planning. 
 In Hattiesburg, the program will be offered at the Forrest County 
Extension Center on November 7-9. Guest speakers include Norman 
Winter and Kerry Johnson who will discuss the green industry; John 
Anderson will discuss the beef industry; Debbie Gaddis will address 
the market outlook for forestry investments; and Mike Pepper will 
speak on behalf of the Mississippi Poultry Association.
 Program coordinator Sonia Hancock said farmwomen play a major 
role in managing finances and making decisions, as either the sole 
proprietors or as strong partners to their husbands.
 “There are about 52,000 farms in Mississippi. Of the 57 percent of 
farm operators in the state who list farming as their major occupation, 
more than 5,200 are women,” Hancock said. “Many women have 
had to learn by trial and error in the past. This program will provide 
resources for women to help them make sound business practice 
decisions.”
 MSWIA is based on a program developed in the Midwest. Annie’s 
Project tells the story of a woman who grew up in a small farm 
community with a goal of marrying a farmer. She did just that and 
spent her life learning how to be an involved business partner with her 
husband. 

 This seminar shares stories of Annie’s experiences with other 
farmwomen working in a complex, dynamic, evolving farm business 
environment.
 Specific topics covered include business plans, estate planning, 
financial record-keeping, financial statements, human resources, 
marketing, risk management, technology security, and women and 
money.
 The cost to attend is $60, which covers lunch, a notebook and 
support materials. For more information about the seminar, contact 
the local county Extension office, call (662) 325-3080 or visit http://
msucares.com/womeninag/. 
  This material is based on work supported by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture/Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension 
Service under award number 2004-49200-03123.

Seminar targets women working in agriculture
by Sonia Hancock

http://www.mspoultry.org
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Water is a vital nutrient, essential to poultry. Water softens feed 
in the crop, aiding in digestion – a building block for blood 

and lymph (immune system) – and evaporates cooling when heat 
stressed. Although water is essential for the growth and performance 
of our flocks, the quality of it is often overlooked and the effect on 
performance greatly underestimated. All water (except distilled) will 
contain impurities due to the nature of the water cycle. Consequently 
any factor that might alter water quality (bacterial content, PH, 
nitrogen levels, hardness, mineral level) might directly impact water 
consumption or the bird’s ability to utilize the consumed water.

 Is the quality of your water affecting your flock’s performance? 
The following may be indicators of unacceptable or inferior water 
quality:
 • Loose droppings and poor gut health
 • Higher than normal water consumption
 • Wet litter and burned footpads
 • Roundheart
 • Lack of uniformity within the flock (front to back of building)
 • Scale on drinkers
 • Repeated E.coli or Bordetella breaks
 • Comparative farm performance poor (similar genetics, feed 
  and management)

 Although water plays a critical role in the performance of our 
poultry flocks, we do not spend the same amount of time analyzing 
it as we do feed samples. We must not lose sight of the fact that 1) 
birds consume two to two and a half times as much water as they do 
feed, and 2) feed intake will be determined by water consumption 
(if they don’t drink, they won’t eat). The following are some tools 
which can be used for evaluating water quality. These tools allow 
you to make the step from thinking or assuming that your water is 
acceptable to knowing without a doubt that it is.

1. Water analysis.
 Water should be sampled on the farm twice a year. This will 
account for variations in the water table level, which may alter both 
the chemical and bacterial levels in the water. This should be part of a 
routine program and not just when there is a suspected problem. The 
significance of the results will depend on where the sample is taken 
and will help pinpoint where contamination is entering the water 
system (i.e. at the wellhead) as water enters the barn or as water 
reaches the birds. So think about what you are trying to evaluate. 

2. Measuring the effectiveness of water sanitation.
 A standard guideline in the poultry industry for water sanitation 
was 2 to 3 ppm of free chlorine at the end drinker. It was discovered 
with time that this did not always guarantee clean water because 
the pH of the water was not being taken into account. When a 
sanitizer, such as gas chlorine, is added to water, the pH of the water 
determines how much will dissociate into hypochlorous acid (which 
kills bacteria immediately) and hypochlorite ion (which kills bacteria 
only after prolonged contact). Consequently, 3ppm of free chlorine 
at a pH of 6.8 will sanitize water effectively, but as pH increases, 
the effectiveness of the chlorine decreases. Thus the reason growers 
are opting to stop using liquid bleach. Liquid chlorine (house hold 
bleach) will raise the pH creating a need for more acid in order to 
lower the pH to make it effective. So to effectively sanitize water, 
we need to find the correct proportion between the pH and the free 
chlorine. The following table shows the dramatic effect of pH on 
effective chlorination.

    FREE CHLORINE

pH Hyochlorus Acid (HOCI) % 
KILLS IMMEDIATELY

Hyochlorite Ion (OCI) %
DELAYED KILL – UP TO 20 MINUTES

5.5 98 2

6.0 96 4

7.0 75 25

7.5 53 47

8.0 22 78

8.5 10 90

Chlorine/pH Test Kits 
 It is important that the kit measures free chlorine and that the pH 
level is known. Testing for chlorine and pH is an easy and inexpensive 
way to ensure that clean sanitized water is consistently reaching all 
birds within the barn. If the front of the house is receiving clean 
sanitized water but the back of the house isn’t, this tells you that the 
water lines in between are contaminated with biofilm buildup. When 
bacteria attach to the biofilm, they begin to excrete a slimy material. 
They also turn on a whole new set of genes, making them more 
difficult to kill. This is why it is important to consistently sanitize the 
entire farm water to prevent this buildup. Biofilms will be highest in 
areas of slow moving water (i.e. after regulators on drinker lines).

Oxidative Reductive Potential (ORP) Meters
 Measuring the oxidative reductive potential of the water allows 
us to find the effective balance between pH and free chlorine. 
Most importantly, it is a way for us to know immediately whether 
our flocks are receiving clean sanitized water or not. Today with 
improved yet inexpensive technology, evaluating the quality of water 
has advanced from pH and free chlorine measurements to include 
Oxidative Reductive Potential (ORP).
 Free chlorine and ORP levels do not increase at the same rate. 
In general, a ten-fold increase in free chlorine concentrations will 
not result in a corresponding proportional increase in millivolts (mV 
the unit of measurement given to ORP). This water quality will likely 
result in measurements of 650-700 mV ORP if the water pH is 6.5 to 
7.0. Lowering the pH to 6.0 will raise the ORP as more hypochlorous 
acid becomes available. Raising the pH to 8.0 will lower the ORP 
as more hypochlorite ion is present. At ORP levels of 700-800 mV 
E.Coli is killed within seconds. If a water sample is checked and 
the ORP value is less than this, you should next check the pH and 
free chlorine to determine which needs to be corrected in order 
to achieve effective water sanitation. The table below illustrates 
the relationship between ORP and bacterial levels measured from 
commercial spa water.

Free Chlorine
(ppm)

pH ORP (mV) Total Plate 
Count

Pseudomonas
(cfu)

4.0 5.8 805 0 0

4.4 7.4 730 0 0

4.9 7.9 668 0 0

2.3 7.8 653 0 0

1.2 7.1 618 170 12,400

1.2 7.8 296 640 1,600

0.8 7.8 590 310 2,400

0.7 8.3 480 15,000 2,400

(cfu = colony forming unit)

onsistent Water Quality and Its Effect on Performance
by Jeremy Newberry, V.P. Aquatech Pro, Inc.
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 In 1972, the World Health Organization recognized in its 
"Standards for Drinking Water" that at an ORP level of 650 mV, 
water is disinfected and viral inactivation is almost instantaneous. 
Research has shown that at a level of 650 mV ORP, bacteria such 
as E.coli are killed on contact or within a few seconds. Tougher 
organisms such as listeria, salmonella, yeasts and molds may require 
750 mV or higher in order to be killed.
 The introduction of enclosed drinker systems, or nipple drinkers, 
is one of the top technologies ever adopted by the poultry industry. 
There is no question that the transition from open troughs or Plassons 
to nipple drinkers improved the health and well being of flocks 
while improving the efficiency of production. One drawback to the 
enclosed system, however, is that it leads to the “out of sight, out of 
mind” syndrome, which can give growers a false sense of security 
that the water to the birds is safe, sanitized and wholesome. In other 
words, many producers 
believe the enclosed 
systems totally protect the 
birds from exposure to 
harmful microorganisms as 
well as prevent diseases, 
and this is simply not 
true. Contaminated water 
systems with a bio-film is 
10 to 1,000 times harder 
to remove and can harbor 
many types of diseases, 
which can impair flock 
performance and cost 
producers money.
 The University Of 
Arkansas recently installed 
a new drinking water system 
at its broiler research farm. 
The goal in designing the 
system was to provide a 
safe, clean and adequate 
water supply that provides 
sanitizing residual to the 
birds on a continuous 
basis. The key to this 
water treatment system is 
a gas chlorination injector 
system. Extensive research 
and field evaluations have 
proven chlorine gas to 
be an effective, easy-to-
manage sanitizing option 
for drinking water. Since 
chlorine gas can present 
health hazards when 
inhaled, it is necessary to 
design a system that will 
limit the safety issues. The 
AgraChlor chlorination unit 
was the first unit designed 
for this application in 
the poultry industry. The 
chlorine gas cylinder is 
stored in a small garden 
tool shed that is attached 
to the outside of the well 
house. A hose runs the gas 
into the well room where 
the gas is injected into the 
water line under a vacuum. 

This prevents the release of chlorine gas should the injector break 
loose from the line. After chlorination, a peristaltic pump adds an 
acidifier, pwt, citric acid, muratic acid or vinegar, to lower the pH to 
6 so that the chlorine’s effectiveness as a sanitizer is optimized. Free 
chlorine levels are checked at the end of the drinking lines and are 
maintained at 3-4ppm.
 Even though it is known that water is a critical nutrient, it is frequently 
overlooked as an underlying cause of poor performance in poultry 
flocks. Consequently, water analysis must be done regularly so that 
the changes can be made and deficiencies eliminated. Cleaning and 
disinfecting of the water system between flocks, in combination with 
filtration to remove contaminates and consistent water sanitation 
throughout the life of the flock, is a key component to ensuring a 
successful flock.

No Magic Here, Just Pure Science

High
Mortality

Poor Feed
Conversion Low WeightGain

Iron Loose
Droppings

AgrachlorSure Flow

Aquatech specializes in water quality equipment for the agriculture & poultry industry. 
Featuring the AgraChlor Chlorination, Iron X filtration and Sure Flow acidification units.  

Aquatech offers water consultations and system design from live production to processing.

Distributorship opportunities

info@aquatechpro.com

1-800-850-2423

“I purchased the system and on the first batch of birds improved 
mortality by 2%, feed conversion went from  1.84 to 1.74 with a daily weight gain 

increase from .1080 to .1140 . The best part; $6,000 more in my pocket.”
– L. D., Mississippi

Guaranteed
positive results.



A Special Invitation for Growers

For more information, visit us at 
www.ipe08.org or phone 
770.493.9401. 
*Get a free biosecuirty CD too!

Admission Only $5
* (A Savings of $45)

Registration opens each 
morning at 7:30 a.m. You 
must bring this coupon 
along with a completed 
registration form to a 
cashier in either Building B 
or C of the Georgia World 
Congress Center to take 
advantage of the reduced 
admission fee.

Gro
wer

Days
International 
Poultry Expo/
International 
Feed Expo

Compliments of
Mississippi Poultry Association

January 23-25, 2008 
Georgia World Congress Center  I  Atlanta, Georgia 

Attend any days you wish! Experience the world’s 
largest trade shows for the poultry and feed sectors 
of  the industry. More than 900 exhibitors will display 
thousands of  specialized and innovative products 
and services at the International Poultry Expo and 
International Feed Expo. You can network with others 
who share similar interests and concerns. And you’ll 
learn more about the processing side of  the industry.
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Annual Convention

Feed ..................................... alimentar
Flock .................................... aves
Grower ................................ criador
Heat ..................................... calor
Keep .................................... mantener
Lights on ............................... luces prendidas
Maintaining dry litter ............. manteniendo seco el aserrin 
Mortality in the flock  ............ mortalidad de las aves 
Optimum growth ................... crecimiento optimo
Outside temperature  ............. temperature exterior
Plenty of feed  ....................... suficiene alimento
Rats ...................................... ratas
Reduce feed wastage ............ reducir la perdida de alimentos 
Rodent control  ..................... control de roedores
Sanitation of the equipment ... limieza del equipo
Supply .................................. oferta
Twice per day  ...................... dos veces por dia 
Ventilations  .......................... ventilaciones

The Mississippi Poultry Association has been working with Frida Bonaparte, Cross-Cultural Communicator with the Agricultural Communications 
Department at Mississippi State University, to come up with a list of words to help farmers and Hispanic workers communicate more efficiently.  

Below is a list of words related to poultry.  If you have any questions, please contact Frida at 662-325-2142 or fridab@ext.msstate.edu. 

The Mississippi Poultry Association's 2007 Annual Convention was held on September 
20-22 at Grand Sandestin & Beach Resort in Florida. The convention was highlighted 

by special guest keynote speakers, as well as many fun activities including fishing, golf and 
tennis tournaments, and a special tea party for the ladies. Below are highlights from the 
awards ceremonies.

(Top Left) Dr. Wallace Morgan, retired Poultry Science Department Head at Mississippi State 
University, receives the “prestigious” Poultry Hall of Fame Award at this year’s convention. 
(L-R) Mike Pepper, Ryn McDonald, Dr. Wallace Morgan and Wally Taylor.

(Top Right) John Bergin (left) receives congratulations from Wally Taylor (right) on winning 
the Mississippi Poultry Foundation’s Grower Advisory Committee Scholarship.  

(Left) Wally Taylor (middle), outgoing Mississippi Poultry Association Chairman, is 
congratulated by incoming Chairman Bob “Pic” Billingsley (left) and Mike Pepper (right) at 
the Annual Convention in September.  The Association appreciates the hard work and many 
hours Wally put into the Association this past year.  

Additional heat ...............calor adicional
Baby chicks  ...................pollitos
Bait ................................cebos  
Bait stations ....................estaciones de cebos
Brooders .........................criaderos 
Carcass ..........................carcasa 
Clean .............................limpio  
Clean the feeders ............limpia los comederos
Clean the waters .............limpia los bebederos 
Comfortable conditions  ...condiciones confortables
Chickens .........................pollos
Chickens well feed ..........pollos bien alimentados
Day-old chicks ................pollitos de un dia de vida
Different temperatures .....diferente temperaturas
Disease  .........................enfermedad 
Disinfected ......................desinfectado 
Eating habits ...................habitos alimenticios 
Feathers .........................plumas 
Feeder’s ..........................comederosP
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Funds are available from Southwest Mississippi 
RC&D to assist poultry producers in planting tree 

buffers around their poultry houses. The program 
will pay one-half of the cost of establishing the 
buffers, including installing a drip irrigation system 

where needed.  Producers are encouraged to review the practice 
specifications below and respond to RC&D if they would like to 
participate in this program. A response is requested at the very 
earliest date. Contact Bennie Hutchins, RC&D Coordinator at 601-
833-5539, (cell) 757-1303, or email bennie.hutchins@ms.usda.gov. 
Seedlings for the 2007-2008 tree-planting season need to be ordered 
soon before the supply is gone.

SPECIFICATIONS FOR TREE BUFFERS FOR POULTRY HOUSES
 The planting of tree buffers is being promoted and cost-shared for 
improving air quality as the primary benefit, and for screening (visual, 
sound) as the secondary benefit.  In order to achieve these benefits 
and for maximum effectiveness, all tree buffers will be planted within 
300 feet of poultry houses.  Every effort will be made to establish the 
buffers as close to the poultry houses as possible, preferably with the 
row of trees closest to the houses being located within 75-100 feet 
from the adjacent house, but not closer than 30 feet.  Producers should 
check with their company for minimum distances requirements.
 Tree plantings may be planned in any combination of directions 
from a group of houses, with the order of priority being in the following 
directions from the houses: north, south, east, west.
 The typical tree buffer strip will consist of a minimum of three 
parallel rows (maximum of five rows) of trees containing a minimum 
of three different species. Rows will be 10 feet apart. Planting within 
rows will be 20 feet apart, with the center row being off-set 10 feet 
from the two outside rows in order to create a staggered effect.
 Species approved for each of the three rows are listed below.  
Rows may be planted in any combination, from planting all trees 
within a row of the same specie, to mixing several species per row. 
The latter is recommended to compensate for unanticipated excessive 
mortality that sometimes occurs within a given species due to disease 
or insect attack. However, for simplicity, select no more that three 
species per row. (Note the requirement that trees must be ordered in 
multiples of 25 per species.)

Interior Row (closest to houses): These trees must be deciduous 
species in order for trees to be “cleansed” by annual leaf drops. 
Otherwise the build-up of dust and particulates on this “pre-filter” row 
of trees will cause undesirable level of tree mortality.  Trees are listed 
in order of priority for their filtering benefits.  Select one species or 
several in combination (preferred).
 1. Bald Cypress  6. Willow Oak 
 2. River Birch   7. Drake Elm
     (note Insect Control below) 8. Red Mulberry
 3. Dawn Redwood  9. Green Ash
 4. Black Locust/Honey Locust      (note Insect Control)
     (high pH soils)  10. Sycamore
 5. Pin Oak   

Middle Row(s): These trees shall be evergreen trees of intermediate 
potential size at maturity. Stagger from arrangement of Interior Row 
and Outside Row. Trees are listed in order of priority for their filtering 
benefits. Select one species or several in combination (preferred). 
Pines shall not be planted directly outside exhaust fans; they will not 
survive the dust load.
 1. Leyland Cypress  4. Savannah Holly
 2. Deodar Cedar  5. Virginia Pine
 3. Arizona Cypress  6. Loblolly Pine  

Outside Row: These trees shall be evergreen trees of small to 
intermediate size at maturity. Stagger from arrangement of Middle 
Row. Trees are listed in order of priority for their filtering benefits.  
Select one species or several in combination.
 1. Eastern Red Cedar  4. Ligustrum
 2. Savannah Holly  5. Mary Nell Holly
 3. Cherry Laurel  6. Red Tip Photenia

Tree Sizes at Planting: Trees will range in size at planting from 
bare-root seedlings from 24–36 inches in height up to 3-gallon 
containerized. Southwest Mississippi RC&D will assist in locating 
seedling sources at reasonable costs. Each tree will be planted in 
a hole that is at least twice as large in diameter as the root mass. 
Planting depth shall be the same as if the plants were grown in the 
field, as indicated by a root collar separating the root mass from the 
stem or trunk.  Do not allow tree roots to dry out before planting. 
Keep moist and in the shade until planted.

Fertilization: No soil amendments or fertilizers will be added 
during planting.  Annual applications of a complete fertilizer (13-13-
13 or 6-8-8) are encouraged in the spring as a minimum, with mid-
summer application of ammonium nitrate also recommended (as long 
as a good job is being done with weed control).  Soluble fertilizer can 
be added though a properly installed irrigation system.

Irrigation: In order to insure adequate survival and initial growth 
and performance of the tree buffers, installation of an irrigation system 
will be required when buffers are proposed to be planted in areas 
having little top-soil, usually attributed to removal during construction 
of production houses.  Irrigation will be optional when planting is to 
be done on areas that have not been disturbed by grading during 
house construction.  These areas should have adequate topsoil and 
organic matter to insure adequate water-holding capacity.  These 
irrigation systems will be maintained and operated for a minimum 
of five growing seasons. A Bill of Materials is attached for a typical 
system as a minimum.

Weed Control: Vegetation shall be controlled by mowing between 
rows and by use of Roundup Herbicide around the individual trees. 
Use caution not to apply Roundup to tree branches.  Under no 
circumstances will weed-eater machines be allowed within the tree 
buffers.  Mulching is encouraged but is not required.

Insect Control: Insect control should not be an issue for any of 
the listed species, except for River Birch and Green Ash that are 
very susceptible to damage from aphids in the first three to five 
growing seasons. These can be controlled by use of one or more of 
the following insecticides. Usually the soil treatments (Disyston, Temik) 
applied in late February-March and again in late July-August around 
the base of trees is easiest and most effective.  Insecticides for control 
of aphids on shade trees and ornamentals include systemic insecticides 
such as Cygon (dimethoate), DiSyston or Temik (soil treatment only), 
and Merit (foliar and soil treatment); and contact insecticides such as 
Orthene (acephate), Diazinon, Dursban, Malathion, and Sevin.

PROCEDURES FOR PRACTICE PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION
Application: Any producer in Mississippi is eligible to apply, 
whether existing poultry farms or those currently under construction.  
Interested poultry producers should contact Southwest Mississippi 
RC&D, Inc. at PO Box 3670, Brookhaven, MS 39603; phone 601-
833-5539; email bennie.hutchins@ms.usda.gov; or FAX 601-835-
0054.

Funds Available to Establish Tree Buffers Around Poultry Houses
by Bennie Hutchins, Program Coordinator, Southwest Mississippi RC&D, Inc.
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Preparation of Planting Plan: RC&D will send a representative 
(forester or forest technician) to the applicant’s (participant) farm to 
determine the need/eligibility and to develop a simple plan showing 
the layout of buffers to be planted and the irrigation system layout 
(if needed). Applicant will sign the plan showing his approval and 
the RC&D representative will return the Plan to the RC&D office.  
Participants will be required to select their trees in multiples of 25 
trees for each species designated in the Planting Plan (to facilitate 
ordering).

Ordering Trees and Supplies: Upon receipt of the Planting 
Plan, RC&D will bill the applicant for 50% of the cost of the 
designated seedlings and for 50% of the cost of the irrigation system 
(if applicable).  Upon receipt of payment, the trees and irrigation 
supplies (if applicable) will be ordered by RC&D, with shipment 
designated direct to the applicant’s farm.  Careful coordination will 
be required between participant, forester and RC&D to assure that 
seedlings are shipped to the farm very near to the expected planting 
date.  Participants may be required to travel to a designated central 
location (nursery, cooler, etc.) to pick up their trees.

Cost Estimates: The cost per trees will range from $1 each for 
bare-rooted seedlings to an average of $5 per tree for 3-gallon 
containerized trees.  A typical 4-house farm might have a total of 
150 trees (1000 ft. of buffers, three rows of trees, 20 ft. spacing 
between trees within staggered rows, 10 ft. between rows).  A typical 
drip irrigation system for the above plantings will cost around $500 
for materials only.  The participant will be responsible for planting 
the trees and for installing the irrigation system (if applicable).  
The decision on whether to use 3-gallon trees versus bare-rooted 
seedlings will be the participant’s, with consultation from the forester 
sent out by RC&D.

Cost Share: RC&D’s cost-share on this practice will cover 50% of 
the cost of the trees (and irrigation system where applicable) and 
50% of the cost of paying someone else to plant trees and install the 
irrigation system.

Certifying Practice Completion: After the plantings (and 
irrigation system where applicable) are completed, participant will 
notify RC&D so that an RC&D representative/forester can come back 
out to certify that plantings and installation were done according to 
the plan. 

Reimbursement for Expenses: Since RC&D will bill the partici-
pant for 50% of the cost of trees and materials ordered by RC&D, the 
effective cost-share rate is 50%.  Participant is responsible for planting 
the trees and installing the irrigation system (if applicable).  However, 
if participant chooses to pay someone to do this, RC&D will reimburse 
the participant for 50% of that cost, up to a maximum cost-share of 
$1 per tree for planting and $2 per tree for installing an irrigation 
system.  However, the participant must notify RC&D in advance if he 
plans to request reimbursement for planting and installation costs.  
 Bills for these cash payments must be submitted to RC&D to docu-
ment reimbursement following practice completion.  After the practice 
is completed, the participant will be required to submit a brief report 
to RC&D indicating the extent of his in-kind contribution to the project.  
This report will list number of hours contributed by participant and 
other equipment and supplies provided. RC&D will provide a form for 
this purpose.

Maintenance Requirements: The tree buffers must be main-
tained for a minimum of 10 years.

Dedicated
Serving All Of Your Poultry Financing Needs Since 1977

Wells Fargo Financial Leasing, Inc. has a team of poultry specialists who are 
dedicated to your business-financing needs.  We offer multiple lease and loan 
products along with flexible payment options to fit your needs.  

We offer financing for start-up of poultry operations, retrofits, refinances, purchases, 
equipment and much more.  

Contact us today to see how we can help take your business to The Next Stage®.

www.wellsfargoleasing.com
800.451.3322
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The Mississippi Board of Animal Health (MBAH) 
partnered with Homeland Security and first 

responders to exercise a response to an outbreak of 
the Asian strain of H5N1 Avian Influenza.  “We’re 
exercising response to this virus because it is the 
strain that requires the highest level of personal 
protection for individuals who respond to disease 

outbreaks in poultry,” said Dr. Jim Watson, the State Veterinarian.
 The Full Scale Exercise (FSE), held September 26, 2007 at the 
Mississippi Fairgrounds in Jackson, was the first of its kind for a cou-
ple of reasons.  First, the exercise started as if the responders were 
already working two weeks into an outbreak.  This was the first large-
scale response to an agriculture disease, which could be spread to 
humans (zoonotic disease), where the exercise began as if it were at 
its peak.  Second, since local and state agriculture resources would 
be exhausted by this time, local first responders were requested to 
participate in diagnostic, decontamination, depopulation, and clean-
ing and disinfection support.  These local responders were activated 
for the exercise to provide additional personnel, response expertise, 
and equipment. “We’ve been preparing for an exercise of this mag-
nitude for the last four years,” Dr. Watson said. “We started with a 
workshop in 2004 and progressed to the level of exercising not only 
our resources, but resources and personnel from other disciplines.”
 First responders from law enforcement, fire, EMS and others 
were members of three Regional Response Teams (RRTs) located in 
south Mississippi.  There are nine RRTs total across the state. RRTs 
are emergency response groups that train and respond together to 
address needs across their regions. The members support each other’s 
communities but can also be sent to respond in any area of the state.
 The participating RRTs were from the Hattiesburg area (Southeast 
Region 1), the McComb area (Southwest Region 2) and from the coast 
(Coastal Region).  By participating in this event the local responders 
learned about the importance of the poultry industry in Mississippi, 
how to work with incident managers from the MBAH and USDA 
Veterinary Service in an animal response, and how to use their 
existing knowledge and skills to respond to poultry disease outbreaks 
if requested to do so.  Also participating in the exercise was the 
National Guard’s 47th Civil Support Team who brought a tremendous 
amount of resources and knowledge to the event. During the exercise 
the teams simulated diagnostic, decontamination, depopulation, 
cleaning and disinfection activities.  
 As part of the exercise, Mississippi State University’s Office of 
Agriculture Communication provided a public information officer 
to work with the MS Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) to 
provide informative and timely updates on the exercise events for 
the public and the Governor’s Office.  MEMA also supported the 
exercise by sending their mobile command vehicle to the fairgrounds 
to provide communication and personnel support for the MBAH’s 
Incident Management Team.
 Since a risk of transmission of Avian Influenza was a crucial 
component of the exercise, the Mississippi Department of Health 
participated in the decision-making processes regarding what to do 
about responders’ safety, safety of the growers, and collaborative 
food safety messages. “Control of the disease is only second to the 
safety and welfare of the public and the responders,” said Dr. Watson. 
“We must ensure their safety and the safety of their families in order 
for disease prevention and control measures to be effective.”
 With the largest number of participants ever recorded for a MBAH 
exercise present, the Department of Public Safety’s role was three-fold.  
Not only did they provide incident security for the exercise and a liai-
son to the MBAH, but they also had the most important role of the day 
– they cooked 300 barbeque chicken lunches for the participants!  

 One of the most amazing exercise events of the day did not 
take place on the fairgrounds. The Poultry Research and Diagnostic 
Laboratory personnel simulated processing samples as if they came 
from 54 farms/248 houses that totaled 500 samples.  Amazingly, 
they were able to process all 500 samples during the time it took to 
run the exercise – less than 4 hours!  
 These types of exercises are done to reveal improvements since 
the last exercise and areas that currently need improvement.  As 
expected, there continues to be areas of prevention, protection, and 
response that could be improved upon.  Dr. Watson agreed, “There 
will always be a need to improve, but by taking opportunities to 
train we make great strides in our capabilities to respond to real 
events.” The event was very successful because of the willingness and 
enthusiasm of all the participants, the support of other state agencies, 
and the collaboration with the poultry industry. Everyone left the 
exercise knowing more about what roles local and state responders 
play in large-scale agriculture events.  
 The goal of the FSE was to improve the capability of the state 
to respond to and contain an outbreak of a major contagious (and 
zoonotic) disease within the animal population. The Mississippi Office 
of Homeland Security allocated funds to support this exercise for the 
purpose of evaluating player actions within current emergency plans, 
specifically communication and coordination activities. The objectives 
of the exercise were met and exceeded because the type of team 
building that occurred in this exercise only happens when neighbors 
help neighbors.  Everyone has a reason to ensure the safety of the 
food supply, the health of Mississippi citizens, and the stability of the 
economy.

AZOMITE®

A Natural anti-caking agent for feed! 

A to
Z
Of
Minerals
Including
Trace
Elements

When comparing AZOMITE® test feeds to controls, 
accredited University researchers report improvements 
in:
 Feed conversion  Eggshell quality 
 Live weight  Immune response 
 Breast %   Feed flowability 
 Carcass %  Mycotoxin binding 

Peak Minerals – Azomite, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6588, Branson, MO 65615 

www.azomite.com
Toll Free (877) AZO-MITE (296-6483) 

PEAK MINERALS - AZOMITE, INC.
W. Wesley Emerson

wes@azomite.com  •  www.azomite.com
P.O. Box 1258  •  Warrensburg, MO 64093

Phone (660) 747-6252  •  Fax (660) 747-6970
Toll Free (877) AZO-MITE (296-6483)

by Dr. Brigid Elchos
MS Board of Animal HealthFull Scale Exercise

AVIAN INFLUENZA OUTBREAK DRILL FOR FIRST RESPONDERS
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FirstSouth

         Ralph Little

FirstSouth
Insurance Agency

Ralph Little

At First South, we have over
25 years of experience in

the chicken business.
We offer personal attention

to our grower's insurance needs.

P.O. Box 812
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
firstsouth@bellsouth.net

ph: 601-854-7151
fax: 601-854-8706
cell: 601-668-3891

The Mississippi Poultry Association was proud to take part in the 
Annual 4-H Poultry Barbeque Contest. With much pride, we 

enjoy helping sponsor events that help young men and women 
build leadership development skills and promote the states largest 
agriculture commodity – poultry. We would like to thank all the 
participants of this event. The chicken was delicious, making it a 
tough choice for the judges this year. Pictured above is winner 
Heather Bayes of Hattiesburg and Commissioner Lester Spell.

POULTRY BARBEQUE 
CONTEST
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A Full-Service Law Firm 
 

For the Members of 
 

Mississippi poultry association 
 
 

1400 Trustmark Building •  248 East Capitol Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 •  (601) 948-3101 

1710 Jackson Avenue 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567 •  (228) 696-0044 

www.brunini.com

A FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM

FOR THE MEMBERS OF

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION

1400 TRUSTMARK BUILDING

248 EAST CAPITOL STREET

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201

(601) 948-3101

1710 JACKSON AVENUE

PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI 39567

(228) 696-0044

WWW.BRUNINI.COM

Grants are available to assist poultry producers in making energy 
efficiency improvements to their production houses.  The grants 

pay for 25% of the cost to install eligible equipment and retrofits to 
existing houses.  Growers that are interested in applying for these 
funds in 2008 are encouraged to attend one of two workshops to 
be sponsored by the Mississippi Poultry Association and USDA-Rural 
Development: 1) Tuesday, November 13 from 1-3pm in the Extension 
Service Building conference room in Collins located off Hwy 49 N 
by the Sanderson Farms Feed mill, and 2) Wednesday, November 
14 from 10am-12noon at the Scott County Extension Office in Forest 
located at 230 South Davis Street. For more detailed directions, 
please call (601) 469-4241.  
 Representatives from Rural Development’s office of Rural Business-
Cooperative Services, as well as Southwest Mississippi RC&D, will be 
on hand to explain eligibility requirements for both applicant and 
practices and to inform potential applicants of what to expect during 
the application process.  Producers that are considering making 
any improvements or upgrades that might impact energy use are 
encouraged to consider delaying actually beginning the work until 
they can find out more about the potential for how this grant program 
might benefit them.  Expenses incurred prior to making application 
for the grant are not eligible to be considered in the grant application.  
However, applicants may start the improvements (at their own risk, 
of course) as soon as their application is prepared (by Southwest MS 
RC&D) and submitted to Rural Development.
 Over the past 5 years, RC&D has assisted 90 Mississippi poultry 
producers in securing grants for $3.3 million.  Improvements that 
might be eligible for assistance include:

1. Improvements to increase R-value of side-walls or ceilings  
 (insulation, spray foam sealants, solid side walls, partial closing  
 of curtain openings, improved curtain system, roof coatings, roll  
 seal doors, etc.), 
2. More efficient brooder/heating systems (direct-spark, radiant, 
 tube, etc.), 
3. Environmental computer controllers, changing to more efficient  
 lighting, etc., and
4. More efficient ventilation systems and cooling systems (baffles, 

stir fans, exhaust fans, vent boxes, cool cells, more efficient 
fan shutters and cones, etc.) Note: The addition of exhaust or 
tunnel fans alone may actually increase energy use.  Cool cells 
also may not save energy.  Both have the potential to increase 
performance and production, so might be included as part of 
a comprehensive energy retrofit package, considering the total 
ventilation and cooling system, as long as the total system can be 
shown to produce a net energy savings. As a general rule, these 
individual retrofits cannot be considered in an application by 
themselves. Watering systems also have the potential for being 
included as part of a total system of retrofits.  

5. Ineligible Improvements: Feeding systems, back-up power 
systems, bulk fuel storage tanks, etc. are not considered energy 
efficiency improvements and so are not eligible.

 Producers who cannot attend one of the above meetings or 
who want to get on the list to receive the first information when RD 
announces that 2008 grant applications are being accepted, should 
contact Southwest MS RC&D immediately. Call 601-833-5539, email 
bennie.hutchins@ms.usda.gov, or drop a note with complete contact 
information to PO Box 3670, Brookhaven, MS 39603.

FirstSouth

         Ralph Little

orkshops to
Inform Growers of Grants Available 
for Energy Efficiency Improvements

by Bennie Hutchins

mailto:bennie.hutchins@ms.usda.gov
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October 23-25 Women in Agriculture Meeting at the Mississippi State University Palmerio Center in Starkville. For more  
 information, contact Sonia Hancock at 601-941-6082.

October 30 Teleconference Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Technical Training at your local extension office. 
9am-12noon Registration begins at 8:30am. This meeting is worth three hours – understanding nutrients, basic soil 
 science and litter application will account for one hour each. 

November 1 Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Technical Training at the State Bank State Room in Brookhaven.
9am-12noon Registration begins at 8:30am. This meeting is worth three hours – two hours on air emissions and one hour  
 on poultry health issues course code 2007-005-E1.

November 1 UBS Financial Services Luncheon (open to all members) at the State Bank State Room in Brookhaven.
12noon-1pm

November 7-9 Women in Agriculture Meeting at the Forrest County Extension Center in Hattiesburg. For more information,  
 contact Sonia Hancock at 601-941-6082.

December 4 MPA Board Meeting in Jackson.
1:30pm

December 6 Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Technical Training at the Dixie Electric Power Association in  
9am-12noon Laurel.  Registration begins at 8:30am. This meeting is worth three hours – two hours on air emissions and  
 one hour on poultry health issues course code 2007-005-E1.

December 6 UBS Financial Services Luncheon (open to all members) at the Dixie Electric Power Association in Laurel.
12noon-1pm

December 11 Grower Advisory Meeting at Western Sizzlin in Magee.
10am

AT REGIONS, we know there’s a huge difference between saying you understand
poultry farming and actually understanding poultry farming. And we’re ready
to help you realize your big picture with expertise in everything from feed and
equipment to facilities and farmstead. Stop by today and see how everyday
confidence can help support your bottom line.

COMMERCIAL BANKING>
TREASURY MANAGEMENT    INVESTMENT BANKING    LEASING & LENDING    TRADE FINANCE

“I wanted a banker who realizes that nutrient management
has a direct effect on my financial management.”

REGIONS.COM
1-800-REGIONS Everyday confidence.

© 2006 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans and leases subject to credit approval.

Billy Parish  |  601-792-4255  |  Prentiss
Jesse Craft  |  601-426-1104  |  Laurel
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Strategic Planning Group, PLLC.

"TEN POSSIBLE FATAL PLANNING MISTAKES FOR 2008"

1. IS MY BUSINESS SET UP PROPERLY?
2. AM I IN CONTROL OF MY DEBT?
3. DO I HAVE THE CORRECT TYPE WILL?
4. DO I OWN THE CORRECT TYPE LIFE INSURANCE?
5. ARE MY INVESTMENTS CORRECTLY DIVERSIFIED?
6. IS MY BUSINESS PROTECTED FROM LAWSUITS AND CREDITORS?
7. DO I OWN THE LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE SO I WON'T SPEND DOWN MY 
 SAVINGS?
8. DO I KNOW WHAT MY ADVISORS REALLY DO FOR ME?
9. AM I PAYING TOO MUCH INCOME TAX?
10. DID I KNOW UNCLE SAM MAY BE MY BENEFICIARY?

MOST PEOPLE WORK HARD ALL THEIR LIVES TO EARN THE RESPECT OF THEIR 
FAMILIES AND FRIENDS NOT TO MENTION DOING THEIR BEST TO EARN A LIVING. 
UNFORNATELY, HARD WORK WITHOUT AN ADEQUATE GAME PLAN MAY NOT BE 
ENOUGH.

WHEN IS THE LAST TIME YOU HAD A GOOD SOLID REVIEW OF YOUR TOTAL 
FINANCIAL HOLDINGS?

MUCH LIKE A MEDICAL EXAM, A FINANCIAL PHYSICAL CAN GET YOU BACK ON 
TRACK OR TWEEK YOUR CURRENT SITUATION TO RUN EVEN SMOOTHER.

THE END RESULT IS PEACE OF MIND. IT'S NOT WHAT YOU MAKE BUT WHAT YOU 
KEEP THAT COUNTS. HOW ARE YOU DOING?

BILL N. LOWTHER
STRATEGIC PLANNING GROUP, PLLC.
601-982-1117
EMAIL - billnlowther@jam.rr.com
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“Using knowledge and experience to add value to the lives of others.”



 Grower Advisory Committee

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 13309
Jackson, MS 39236-3309

MPA
MISSISSIPPI POULTRY 

ASSOCIATION

Bob Billingsley
Chairman

Steve McLaurin
Vice Chairman

Ryn McDonald
Treasurer

Peter McKinley
Grower Advisory 

Committee Chairman

Mike Pepper
President

pepper@mspoultry.org

J. D. Sumrall
Grower Relations Coordinator

sumrall@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard
 Administrative Assistant
mpaoffice@bellsouth.net

MPA

Peter McKinley
Sanderson Farms

Michael Magee
Tyson Foods

Jon Wilson
Peco Farms

Kenneth Upton
Sanderson Farms

Todd Dupré
Tyson Foods

Danny Thornton
Peco Foods

Steve Holloway
Peco Foods

Deborah Sumrall
Sanderson Farms

Donna Ward
Tyson Foods

Gary Weatherford
Tyson Foods

If you want to join the Mississippi Poultry Association as a Grower 
Member, call the MPA office at 601-355-0248 for more information!

Contact Information
601-355-0248

Fax 601-353-3840
www.mspoultry.org

 Watch Your Mail Boxes!

The Mississippi Poultry Association 
(MPA) will be contacting you by letter 
this fall about Association membership 
for 2008. The letter will easily explain 
how to renew your membership or join 
the MPA. We are excited about 2008 and 
increasing member involvement in our 
association. Please return the important 
membership information in the provided 
self-addressed stamped envelope. We 
hope this method of communication 
is easier on you. We look forward to 
receiving your membership.

OH NO, NOT ANOTHER SURVEY! . . . . . . . . 

We need your help, and you need our help. That’s why you will be receiving a short survey 
in the mail in the near future from the College of Veterinary Medicine at Mississippi State 

University. This survey will help the Mississippi Board of Animal Health assess the likelihood of a 
highly pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) strain entering into and/or spreading throughout the 
Mississippi poultry industry. The information from this survey will help the State Veterinarian’s office 
and your poultry industry develop and improve existing surveillance and monitoring programs to 
help guard against the introduction of an AI virus into our state.  
 Why should you be concerned about the introduction of AI into our commercial poultry 
industry? A single, confirmed isolation of even certain low pathogenic strains of AI from one farm 
will be enough to prevent exports from our state for a long period of time, and exports are essential 
for our industry to remain profitable. In the event of the introduction of a high path AI strain such 
as H5N1, your entire flock will most likely die. That means that you could have whole house(s) of 
chickens die very suddenly. At the very least, your farm will be quarantined, and the rest of the flock 
will be humanely destroyed. This does not even begin to address the human health concerns that 
would arise from infection with this particular AI strain. Any way you look at it, this is a very real 
and serious threat. 
 That’s why we need your participation in the survey. You will receive a questionnaire in the mail 
about certain biosecurity related matters. Please do not throw the survey away. The questionnaire has 
been designed to be short and simple as well as easy to return by mail with prepaid postage. Your 
responses will be anonymous, so please answer the questions as honestly and accurately as possible. 
Just for your information, poultry company personnel have already participated in this project as 
well. You don’t have to participate, but the results will only be as good as the number of responses 
received. Will you help in the fight to prevent AI introduction into our state? It’s up to you.

by Timothy S. Cummings, MS, DVM, ACPV-MSU College of Veterinary Medicine


