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TAX AFFIDAVIT BENEFITS MPA MEMBERS
Dear MPA Member, Good news! You will no longer have 

to pay sales tax on your electricity, propane, or natural gas 
bills starting July 1, 2014. this is a 1.5 percent savings on your 
energy bills. the Mississippi Poultry Association worked during 
the 2013 legislative session with the Mississippi Farm Bureau 
Federation and the Mississippi Manufacturers Association to 
get the tax repealed. the tax cut, for farms and plants, becomes 

effective for bills you receive in July. to receive your tax exemption, you must 
sign an affidavit, which you can find on our website www.mspoultry.org or 
call Bill Rosenblatt to have one mailed to you. You do not have to present the 
signed affidavit to your utility provider, but you do have to have it on hand to 
present to them if asked to prove that you are eligible. Also on the website, is a 
document from the Miss. Department of Revenue explaining the tax change. If 
you have any questions about this, contact the MPA office at 601-932-7560 or 
Mark Leggett at 601-259-4659 or leggett@mspoultry.org, Bill Rosenblatt at 601-
942-9269 or bill@mspoultry.org, or Becky Beard at 601-214-8883 or beard@
mspoultry.org.

CENSuS oF AgRICulTuRE: PoulTRy IS MISSISSIPPI’S lEADINg CRoP
Poultry remains Mississippi’s number one agricultural crop, and Leake 

County is the state’s top agricultural county, according to the 2012 Agricultural 
Census, which was released last month. (see page 3.)

the Census is conducted once every five years by the united states 
Department of Agriculture’s national Agricultural statistics service. It includes 
a wealth of data on the number of farms, income from various crops, and 
information on the characteristics of farmers.

Poultry sales were $2.74 billion in 2012 which is 42.6 percent of the $6.44 
billion in total market value of agricultural products sold in the state. the Census 
of Agriculture does not include forestry. 

Of the top 25 counties in agricultural production, 13 of those are counties 
with significant poultry production. All but one of the others in the top 25 are in 
the Delta, where row crops provide the majority of the income.

Mississippi has 38,076 farms. the largest number of farms, 13,178, include 
some cattle and calves. the Census reports 2,742 farms with some poultry sales 
in 2012. the number of farms includes farms that may sell eggs or chickens, but 
are not under contract with a poultry company.

Another piece of information from the Census that will be available in July is 
a look at agricultural products and sales by Congressional District. Mississippi’s 
3rd Congressional District led the nation in poultry production in 2007, but all 
the nation’s Congressional districts have been redrawn since then.

Mississippi again ranks 5th in poultry production in the nation.

tAx Cut FOR POuLtRY FARMeRs, 
LeADeRs In AG PRODuCtIOn

g R oW I N g  M I S S I S S I P P I ’ S  E C o N o M y  S I N C E  1 9 3 7

by Mark Leggett, President, Mississippi Poultry Association

Continued on page 3.
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Leading the flock. 
Over 30 years strong.

For more than thirty years, we set the bar high with 
our quality vaccines and superior customer service. Our 
commitment is to continue to lead the industry. What does 
this mean to you? Value Beyond the Label – with more 
hands-on, face-to-face, and first-rate customer service.

©2014 Merial, Inc. Duluth, Georgia. All rights reserved.
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uSDA 2012 CENSuS oF AgRICulTuRE
lEADINg AgRICulTuRAl CouNTIES

Ag Value 
Rank County Total Poultry

and Egg Value
Total Agricultural 

Value

1 Leake $275,215,000 $283,278,000 
2 Bolivar $0 $277,010,000 
3 sunflower $9,000 $273,799,000 
4 Washington $0 $271,432,000 
5 scott $255,369,000 $270,841,000 
6 smith $238,002,000 $251,063,000 
7 neshoba $237,943,000 $246,475,000 
8 Leflore $0 $241,858,000 
9 Jones $201,268,000 $216,976,000 
10 Covington $148,050,000 $203,529,000 
11 simpson $186,901,000 $202,445,000 
12 Wayne $183,185,000 $194,047,000 
13 Coahoma $0 $179,579,000 
14 tallahatchie $2,000 $165,019,000 
15 Yazoo $1,000 $151,273,000 
16 noxubee $24,957,000 $140,253,000 
17 humphreys $0 $132,692,000 
18 tunica $0 $130,056,000 
19 Rankin $91,880,000 $111,213,000 
20 sharkey $0 $108,156,000 
21 newton $89,552,000 $102,420,000 
22 Marion $84,313,000 $97,307,000 
23 Jasper $91,762,000 $97,173,000 
24 holmes $0 $93,441,000 
25 Clay $37,000 $92,255,000 

uSDA 2012 CENSuS oF AgRICulTuRE
RANkINg oF MARkET VAluE oF

AgRICulTuRAl PRoDuCTS SolD IN MISSISSIPPI

Item Farms Sales 
($1,000)

Rank by 
Sales

Percent of 
Total Sales

Poultry and eggs 2,742 2,744,048 1 42.6

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans,  
and dry peas

4,190 2,302,071 2 35.7

Cotton and cottonseed 822 367,847 3 5.7

Cattle and calves 13,178 332,491 4 5.2

Aquaculture 303 185,241 5 2.9

hogs and pigs 306 141,139 6 2.2

Other crops and hay 6,318 134,853 7 2.1

Vegetables, melons, potatoes,  
and sweet potatoes

1,205 82,338 8 1.3

nursery, greenhouse, 
floriculture, and sod

457 61,125 9 0.9

Milk from cows 159 42,690 10 0.7

Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 890 23,771 11 0.4

horses, ponies, mules,  
burros, and donkeys

1,903 10,013 12 0.2

Other animals and other 
animal products

479 9,523 13 0.1

sheep, goats, wool, mohair,  
and milk

994 2,306 14 (Z)

Cut Christmas trees and short 
rotation woody crops

110 1,570 15 (Z)

Source: NASS, USDA

Continued from page 1.

We understand the specific needs of poultry farmers and we specialize in 
financing solutions for them.  Farm land, ag production, equipment and 
building financing, long or short term... we have a plan for you. 

Give Us A Call, Stop By Our Office, or Ask A Friend.

FOR THE BEST AG PRODUCTION
FINANCING, SEE A SPECIALIST.
Poultry Operation Financing, from a Trusted Ag Lender.

Senatobia · Clarksdale · Cleveland · Tupelo · New Albany · Corinth · Houston · Starkville · Kosciusko · Indianola · Louisville

MS_LandBank_HP.indd   1 2/22/12   4:22 PM
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COChRAn AnD nunneLee 
VIsIt POuLtRY FARMs

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

two of Mississippi’s congressional 
delegation visited MPA members’ 

farms in May and June to see the damage 
from the April 28 tornadoes. 
 united states senator thad Cochran; 
Mississippi Commissioner of Agriculture 
Cindy hyde-smith; Mississippi senator 
Giles Ward; and representatives from 
MPA, usDA, and Farm Bureau met 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Wilkes to better 
understand the needs of poultry 
producers effected by the tornadoes.
 senator Cochran walked the desolate  
site where eight poultry houses once 
stood, listening to the Wilkes to better 
understand the needs and services they 
and others could use. During his visit, 

senator Cochran assured the Wilkes he 
desired to continue his efforts in support 
of poultry producers.
 united states Congressman Alan 
nunnelee, along with representatives 
from MPA, Farm service Agency 
(FsA), natural Resource Conservation 
service (nRCs), and Farm Bureau, met 
with Mr. tim hobby on his farm to 
see firsthand the destruction from the 
tornadoes. Congressman nunnelee 
listened attentively as Mr. hobby spoke 
about concerns he and other impacted 
poultry producers have, ranging from 
loss of income, insurance collection, 
and debris removal. Mr. hobby also 
took the congressman on a tour of his 

farm to demonstrate the disarray and 
loss throughout his property. Before 
leaving, Congressman nunnelee assured 
Mr. hobby and others impacted by the 
storm of his continual support and desire 
to proceed on initiatives that will better 
support poultry producers in future 
natural disasters.
 MPA is grateful for the consistent 
support of senator Cochran, Congressman  
nunnelee, and our entire congressional 
delegation for their efforts in assisting 
poultry producers in times of natural 
disaster and programs designed for farm  
enhancement. We look forward to  
working together in support of Mississippi’s  
number one agricultural commodity. 

Sen. Cochran talks with Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Wilkes. Debris from the Wilkes farm.

Tim Hobby shows U.S. Rep Alan Nunnelee damage on his farm. Debris from the Hobby farm.
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Too much. Too little.  

Just right.

Just the right amount of coccidia.1 Just the right  

route of administration.1 Just the right immunity.1

To learn more about HatchPak Cocci III contact your local Merial representative.
®

A SANOFI COMPANY

HatchPak Cocci III: Just the right choice for your coccidiosis vaccine.

1 Merial Study #05-017MS. Data on file.
HatchPak® Cocci III is a registered trademark of Merial.
©2014 Merial, Inc. Duluth, Georgia. All rights reserved.
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Dr. Mary Beck, Dr. Robert and Mrs. Keirs Guests enjoying the food and punch

Dr. Sue Ann Hubbard Mr. Orlando Patterson

On May 14, 2014, family and friends 
of Dr. Robert Keirs met at the hill 

Poultry science Department for a reception 
honoring Dr. Keirs, Associate Professor 
emeritus of Veterinary Medicine, and to 
officially hang his portrait in the Mississippi 
Poultry hall of Fame.  

Dr. Keirs earned his Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine from Iowa state university in 1955. he has had 
an illustrious and successful career that has focused on 
providing his expertise and knowledge in settings such as 
private practice, corporate, consulting, and education. In 
1981, Dr. Keirs became an Associate Professor at the College 
of Veterinary Medicine at Mississippi state university. he 
immediately embraced the pleasures and responsibilities of 
an educator. Incorporating his private practice, corporate, 
and consulting experience, Dr. Keirs was able to thoroughly 

educate his students in addressing and solving the poultry 
industry’s needs. 

steve McLaurin (Peco Foods), Vice Chairman of the 
Mississippi Poultry Association, emceed the program. Also 
sharing memories of working with Dr. Keirs were Orlando 
Patterson (tyson Foods) and Patricia hawkins (tyson Foods). 
Mr. Patterson and Mrs. hawkins reflected upon their time 
working with Dr. Keirs with some lighthearted stories and 
voiced their appreciation for the leadership and work ethic 
that they learned from Dr. Keirs.

Dr. Phil stayer (sanderson Farms) and Bruce Rutledge 
(Ivesco) also shared memories of their time spent with 
Dr. Keirs. Dr. Mary Beck, head of the Poultry science 
Department, welcomed everyone to the reception and 
thanked Dr. Keirs for his contribution to the poultry industry.

MPA is glad to welcome Dr. Keirs into the Mississippi 
Poultry hall of Fame.

DR. ROBeRt KeIRs InDuCteD 
IntO the MPA hALL OF FAMe

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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It’s time again – time for the MPA annual  
convention, which means we are making  

plans. We hope to make this convention 
special. MPA members, invited guests, 
and really interesting speakers will once 
again flock to Florida for some time on 
the gorgeous emerald Coast waters for 
three days of sun, fishing, and golf.

kICk-oFF RECEPTIoN 
 We will have our kick-off reception 
on thursday night, september 11 at 6:00 
p.m. at the popular poolside party. huge 
shrimp and other delicious food items 
on the menu will be ready to kick off the 
convention as we join our old and new 
friends to connect and discuss the past 
years’ events in our industry.

guEST SPEAkERS
 We have two great keynote 
speakers who include Congressman 
steven Palazzo and Congressman Alan 
nunnelee. state senator Giles Ward will 
be the speaker for the Past Chairmen of 
the Board Breakfast.

lADIES’ PRogRAM
 the Cobb-Vantress, Inc. Ladies 
Program will be a feature for the ladies 
this year. Let’s paint like Picasso with 
studio by the sea as our instructor.

TouRNAMENTS
 Friday afternoon, golfers and 
fisherman can load up their carts and 
boats and go out and compete for great 
prizes provided by Vendworks, Mcneely 
Plastics, and International Paper 
Company. All prizes will be awarded on 
saturday night at the awards program.

lIVE/SIlENT AuCTIoN
 On tap again this year is the 
Mississippi Poultry Foundation Live and 
silent Auction. Our Allied and company 
members do a great job of supplying 
auction items, so start shopping or call 
me, and I will shop for you. Last year, 
the auctions raised over $18,000. Four 
scholarships were awarded this year to 
growers’ children and grandchildren 
and students majoring in poultry science 
from proceeds of this auction. In the 
future, our goal is to be able to provide 
scholarships to each student majoring in 
poultry science. 

REgISTRATIoN
 Please complete and return the 
form on page 9 or you may call me at 
601-932-7560 and 601-214-8883 or 
e-mail me at beard@mspoultry.org for 
registration and reservation information. 
I will be glad to e-mail or mail a 
registration form to you. the cost for MPA 
Grower members, single or couple is 
$50.00 plus your hotel accommodations. 
Please note MPA cannot make your hotel 
reservations. Money will not be refunded 
after september 1. 

ACCoMMoDATIoNS
 hotel reservations at the hilton 
sandestin can be made online at www.
hiltonsandestinbeach.com or by calling 
1-850-267-9500. Ask for reservations and 
mention “MPA” to be certain you receive 
the $175.00 room rate. The deadline for 
reserving rooms is August 11, 2014. After 
this date, if rooms are still available, you 
may not receive the special MPA rate. 
Please make sure to book your room well 
in advance and be sure mention “MPA” 
in order to receive our special rate. 

SChEDulE oF EVENTS

Thursday, September 11
2:00-5:00pm Registration
6:00-7:30pm  Gold sponsor Poolside  
  Reception

Friday, September 12
7:30-11:00am Registration
8:00am Past Chairmen Breakfast,  
  senator Giles Ward-speaker  
  (by Invitation Only)
9:00-11am Opening Business session, 
  Awards/Accolades
10:00-11:30am Cobb-Vantress Ladies Program
noon-4:00pm Vendworks, Mcneely Plastics 
  Product Golf tournament
12:30-5:00pm American Packaging Fishing  
  tournament

Saturday, September 13
8:00am  Allied Industry Committee  
  Meeting
9:00-11:00am Business/Board Meeting 
NooN-4:00pm International Paper Golf  
  tournament
6:00-9:00pm Diamond sponsor’s Awards  
  Reception and the silent/ 
  Live Auction

I hope to see you in Destin!

77th AnnuAL COnVentIOn
september 11-14, 2014 • destin, fl

by Becky Beard
Administrative Assistant
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Part of the Farm Credit System

SouthernAgCredit.com       1-800-449-5742

The original Land Bank

Financing for: Farms & Ranches • Agribusiness  
Loans Country Homes • Recreational Property

Part of the Farm Credit System

MPA 2014 ANNuAl CoNVENTIoN REgISTRATIoN

name ________________________________________________ spouse’s name (if attending) ________________________________________________________  
Company name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________ City ________________________ state  _______________ Zip ________________
Business Phone ___________________________________ Fax ___________________________________ e-mail Address _________________________________
name for Badge _______________________________________ spouse’s name for Badge (if attending)  _______________________________________________

REgISTRATIoN FEES: (   )  Formula/Allied Members single or Couple ($350.00) ...........................................................................  $ ____________________
 (   )  non-Member single or Couple ($450.00) .............................................................................................  $ ____________________
 (   )  MPA Grower Member single or Couple ($50.00) .................................................................................  $ ____________________

ACTIVITy FEES: (   )  Vendworks/McNeely Plastic Products Friday Golf, Raven Golf Club ($150.00) ...............................................  $ ____________________
 (   )  International Paper saturday Golf, Links Golf Club ($145.00) .........................................................................  $ ____________________
 (   )  Mulligans (4 for $20.00, limit 4 per golfer, 2 per tournament).........................................................................  $ ____________________
 (   )  American Packaging Friday Fishing tournament ($225.00)..............................................................................  $ ____________________
 (   )  Cobb-Vantress Ladies’ Program (Please respond by september 5 to register for headcount purposes.) ............           Complimentary

lATE REgISTRATIoN FEE $75.00 AFTER AuguST 31 (Due to contractual obligations, no refunds after August 31, 2014.) ..............  $ ____________________ 
 
                                                                                                                                         CoNVENTIoN REgISTRATIoN ToTAl  $ ____________________

the Association accepts MasterCard, Visa, American express and Discover.  If using a credit card, please provide the following:  
type of card ______________________________________________________ name on Card ________________________________________________________
Account number___________________________________________________ expiration Date _______________________________________________________

Please indicate your preferred golf foursome below for the Vendworks/McNeely Plastic Products Friday Tournament: 
1._______________________________  2._______________________________  3._______________________________ 4 ._______________________________

Please indicate your preferred golf foursome below for the International Paper Saturday Tournament: 
1._______________________________  2._______________________________  3._______________________________ 4 ._______________________________

handicap______  or Average score_______

Please mail your registration form, including all activities in which you wish to participate, to:
Mississippi Poultry Association, Inc. • 110 Airport Road, Suite C • Pearl, Mississippi 39208
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With lots of insurance 
companies out there, 
only one can be the nation’s 
leading farmowners insurer 
– Nationwide® Agribusiness.

We understand your risks 
and your needs. That’s why 
we offer AgriChoice® farm 
insurance products that are 
tailored to meet your needs.

• Coverages designed 
specifi cally for your 
agribusiness operation

• Local, experienced farm 
insurance professionals

• Farm-specifi c claims 
service, 24/7

• Convenient billing options

Owning a farm takes hard 
work, and AgriChoice® 
will work hard for you. Give 
us the chance to earn your 
business today.

Something to crow about

 

AgriChoice®

America’s Choice for Farm Insurance

Underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company and its affiliates,1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50391-3000. Customers will be placed with a company based on their location 
and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, 
and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  All rights reserved. ADP7032a (0609) 00

T H E  N O W E L L  A G E N C Y,  I N C .
2010 Oak Grove Rd
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 268-8838

6645 Hwy 98 West
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-8494

1500 Old Fannin Rd
Brandon, MS 39047 
(601) 992-4444

1913 Hwy 82 West
Greenwood, MS 38930
(662) 455-9900

105 Katherine Dr 
Flowood, MS 39232 
(601) 939-7700

2270 McCullough Blvd
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 844-1944

7116 Siwell Rd
Byram, MS 39272
(601) 372-5554

Call one of our “Farm Certified” agents today!
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MPA had a great turnout with over  
250 growers, integrator personnel, 

and allied members at this year’s spring  
seminars which took place during the 
last three weeks of April. to better serve  
our membership, we hosted the seminars  
in ellisville (Jones County Junior College),  
Wesson (Copiah Lincoln Community 
College), and Morton (Roosevelt state 
Park). We had over a hundred growers 
and service technicians attend at both 
ellisville and Wesson, while Roosevelt’s 
attendance was impacted by the 
tornadoes that tore through our state.
 the theme of the spring seminars 
was summer time Preparation.  We 
were fortunate to have seven well 
respected speakers travel as far as 
Georgia and Florida to share their 
expertise and knowledge to our 
members. topics that were discussed 
include: Miss. Board of Animal health 
Biosecurity (Dr. Jim Watson), Miss. 
Board of Animal health Review of 
Composter Functionality (Dr. Jim 
Watson), Cool Cell Maintenance (skip 
Reeves, Reeves supply Company), 
summer time Ventilation (Dr. Jody 
Purswell, usDA Agricultural Research 
service), Drinker Line sanitation 
(Dr. tom tabler, Msu),  Windrowing 
Litter (Dr. Morgan Farnell, Msu), Fan 
Maintenance (Jack ellison and Ralph 
Moody,  ellison & ellison Company),  

and electrical & Generator Maintenance 
(steve Duke and Grant McDonnieal of 
taylor Power Co.). Also, Byron erwin 
with ecoDrum Composting had a 
booth where growers could speak with 
him about his composting system. the 
speakers’ presentations are on the MPA 
website at www.mspoultry.org.
 MPA would like to thank this year’s  
sponsors: First south Farm Credit (Lunch),  
taylor Power systems (Lunch), Merck 
Animal health (Lunch), Ivesco (Lunch), 
elanco (Lunch), Jones hamilton (Lunch), 

Casco (Door Prizes), Cobb-Vantress 
(Door Prizes), Georgia Poultry (Door 
Prizes), First Financial Bank (Door Prizes),  
General Chemical (Door Prizes), hydro 
systems (Door Prizes), hubbard (Door 
Prizes), and L.B. White (Door Prizes). 
 thank you for all of those who 
attended and contributed their financial 
support, knowledge, and time. Without 
the help of so many of our members, 
this year’s spring seminars would have 
not reached the level of success we had.

sPRInG seMInARs ReCAP
by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Heat powerfully and efficiently
With nearly half a million available BTUs and 5,000 CFM airflow , the Lee Energy 
BIO holds up to the coldest conditions. And its calibrated computer system &
uniform heat dispersion ensure industry-leading in-field efficiency.

Savings and reliability over propane
Fuel savings & healthier growing environment means money in your pocket. The Fuel savings & healthier growing environment means money in your pocket. The 
BIO boasts an ultra-competitive ROI while providing positive cashflow. And wood 
pellets are sustainable, renewable, reliable and right in your own back yard.

Reduce moisture and fossil fuel byproducts
Wood pellet heat not only helps reduce ammonia during the critical time of 
brooding, CO2 is kept outside your house to start to finish

Deliver better products to market
Studies prove what you already know: Cleaner, drier air means better products, Studies prove what you already know: Cleaner, drier air means better products, 
livability, growth & improved health in the operating environment.

Protect the environment
Wood pellets are a carbon-neutral, sustainable, domestic fuel source that
reduces dependency on foreign sources.

POULTRY • GREENHOUSE • INDUSTRIAL

See how the Lee Energy BIO wood 
pellet-burning, forced air furnace 
can save you money, reduce your 
independence on traditional fuels 
and help you grow healthier 
birds. Get a savings estimate 
today!

Savings
Reliability
Better Birds

the future is

WOOD
PELLET

THE FUTURE IS

NOW

LeeEnergySolutions.com  •  (855) 966-3432

the techology & the time has arrived
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the Mississippi Poultry Association exhibited and helped 
arrange speakers for this year’s Magnolia Beef and Poultry 

expo in Raleigh, Mississippi. the event was held at the smith 
County Agricultural Complex. Attendees were able to visit with 
over 20 different organizations, including MPA, who had a 
wide range of knowledge from cattle and poultry production to 
agricultural lending. throughout the day, fun and useful door 
prizes and promotional items were distributed to guests, along 
with lunch for those who came with an appetite.
 Individuals also had the opportunity to attend seminars on 
healthy heifer Replacements and Pelvic Measurements (Dr. 
Mark holland, DVM), Mississippi Department of environmental 
Quality Agricultural Permitting (Ms. tracy tomkins, Chief of 
Agricultural Permitting), 2014 Farm Bill highlights (Mr. taylor 
nicholas, united states senate Agriculture Committee staffer), 
and Genetic Abnormalities in Cattle (Dr. Brandi Karisch, 
Assistant extension/Research Professor). 
 A special thanks to the event’s sponsors, Mississippi state 
extension service: Jasper, newton, Rankin, scott, simpson, and 
smith Counties, along with Community Bank for making the 
Raleigh expo educationally beneficial, fun, and free!
 We enjoyed seeing you all and be sure to come by and see 
us again next year!

hIGhLIGhts FROM 
the RALeIGh exPO

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

Would you like to advertise 
in Emerging Trends?

Call 601-932-7560 for more information!

First Financial Bank makes poultry loans wherever 
poultry growers are located. Our commitment 
to customer service, our financial strength and 
our poultry loan specialists make choosing First 
Financial Bank a sound business decision. We 
are dedicated to providing the very best financial 
services. Call us today, we’ll come to you!

510 Hwy 35 South • Carthage, MS 39051
1-888-677-7703

carthage.ag@ffb1.com

Lending A 
Helping Hand
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fi rstsouthland.com
800-955-1722

Financing land, farms 
and dreams.

 First South Farm Credit, the poultry industry leader for fi nancing 
and refi nancing poultry operations and poultry expansions. Our 
specialized loan personnel have the experience and a working 
knowledge of the poultry industry. Take advantage of the First South 
expertise. First South has fi nancing options waiting for you.
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Mississippi Ag
It’s a new day at Mississippi Ag with locations to cover all of south 
and central Mississippi.  Now Mississippi Ag has the best equipment 
for any job on your poultry farm. John Deere tractors are the 
workhorse tractor you want. Poultry House Cleaners from Kelly 
Manufacturing and Poultry Housekeepers from Lewis Brothers 
Manufacturing give you the quality you expect. Visit your nearest 
Mississippi Ag location to get the best equipment for your poultry 
business

Dump Body # 1 Housekeeper

4200LP Poultry House Cleaner
www.agup.com

Yazoo City   Lexington   Rolling Fork
Canton   Bolton   Mendenhall

Summit   Hattiesburg  

John Deere 5085E tractor
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EVAN MITChEll uNRuh
Mr. evan Mitchell 

unruh is from Macon, Ms. 
he is the son of Dorsey and 
Lynda unruh, members 
of the Mississippi Poultry 
Association who grow 
for Peco Foods. he has 
completed his senior year at 
starkville Academy. 

At starkville Academy, 
evan has excelled both 
academically and in 
extracurricular activities. 
evan is a member of the 
national honor society and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  
he placed third in the Mississippi Association of Independent 
schools science Fair in the 11th grade and received the 
Advance World Geography Award from starkville Academy. 

In his spare time and on weekends, evan faithfully serves 
his community. he regularly volunteers with the elderly, 
has assisted in constructing a habitat for humanity house, 
has participated in helping upkeep the beautiful city of 
starkville in Operation Get swept up, and enjoys helping with 
Operation Christmas Child.

evan plans to attend Mississippi state university where 
he will major in Chemical engineering. he hopes to use 
his degree in helping local Mississippi poultry and row 
crop producers in continuing to develop new agricultural 
techniques that will further the sustainability of agriculture in 
our state.

AMy joy SEIBEl
Amy Joy seibel is from 

Lawrence, Ms. she is the 
daughter of stanley and 
Rachel seibel. they are 
members of Mississippi 
Poultry Association and 
grow for Peco Foods. Amy  
is currently enrolled for  
fall classes at Mississippi 
state university. 

Prior to being accepted 
to Mississippi state, she 
attended hesston College 
and east Central Community 
College. While attending hesston College, she was on the 
Dean’s List each semester and received a scholarship from 
hesston’s Business school. she also volunteered extensively as 
a ministry assistant on campus. Before attending hesston, she 
attended east Central Community College where she was a 
member of the prestigious Phi theta Kappa honor society. 

When Amy begins her fall classes at Mississippi state, she 
plans on continuing her degree in Accounting. she hopes to 

one day have her own accounting firm that will contribute to 
the economic and civic needs of her community.

CouRTNEy RENEE WADE
Courtney Renee Wade 

is from Bay springs, Ms. 
she is the daughter of Ms. 
Christie Wade. Courtney 
is currently attending 
Mississippi state and 
majoring in Poultry science. 

Courtney was the 
salutatorian at Bay springs 
high school and was 
chosen by her fellow 
classmates as the Most 
Likely to succeed and 
Most Intellectual of her 
graduating class. upon graduating from Bay springs high 
school, she attended Jones County Junior College where she 
was a member of Phi theta Kappa, Mu Alpha theta, and Jones 
County Junior College Ag science Club.

upon completing her degree at Mississippi state, she 
hopes to work in live production, preferably as a service 
technician in broiler production. Courtney enjoys the idea of 
her future career because it provides her the ability to help 
produce an affordable and nutritious quality protein for her 
community and nation.

hollI VIRgINIA NuTT
holli Virginia nutt is 

from Morton, Ms. holli is 
the daughter of Mr. Danny 
nutt. she is attending 
Mississippi state university, 
majoring in Poultry science. 

holli is actively involved  
in the poultry department 
where she is a member of 
the Msu Collegiate Poultry 
Judging team that placed 
fifth in the Arkansas Judging 
Competition. At the same 
competition, holli received 
second Place in Individual egg Production and Quality. holli 
is also a student worker for the poultry science department 
where she assists in setting up mock competitions for poultry 
judging and helps with recruiting future poultry science majors.

Before enrolling at Mississippi state university, holli 
attended east Central Community College. At east Central 
Community College, she was a member of Phi theta Kappa 
honor society where she served as Public Relations Chair and 
secretary, President of the Astronomy Club, and participated 
in 4-h as a poultry judge. holli has also volunteered with the 
scott County 4-h.

MPA sChOLARshIP
ReCIPIents

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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The AquaBlend injector was specifically engineered 
to accurately medicate and/or treat water in most 
agricultural environments. The AquaBlend is offered in 
different adjustable and fixed ratio models.

• Easiest maintenance of any medicator
• 1 year warranty on motor
• Manufactured in the USA

Brookhaven 
Call: 601-835-0307

Collins
Call: 601-765-4510

Forest 
Call: 601-469-1813

Waynesboro
Call: 601-671-8858

The New 
American-Made

Proudly manufactured in the USA

Available at the following locations:

214 Nobles Street
Taylorsville, Mississippi

Call: 601-785-4700

Medicator

113 Turner Street
Waynesboro, Mississippi

Call: 601-735-4371

1329 Highway 13 N.
Columbia, Mississippi
Call: 601-731-2415
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eFFeCts OF the APRIL tORnADOs 
On Ms POuLtRY PRODuCeRs

the tornadoes of April 28 will be difficult to forget for many 
poultry producers in Mississippi. An estimated 1,044,800 

million chickens were lost, along with 58 poultry houses that 
received severe damage and 17 with minor damage. Poultry 
producing counties impacted by the tornadoes are newton, 
scott, Winston, and Wayne counties. the largest amount of 
damage to the industry occurred in Winston. 

the Mississippi Poultry Association in conjunction with the  
Mississippi Board of Animal health (MBAh), Mississippi 
Department of environmental Quality (MDeQ), united states 
Farm service Agency (FsA), united states natural Resources 
Conservation service (nRCs), Federal emergency Management 
Agency (FeMA), u.s. small Business Administration (sBM), 
and integrators have been working closely to identify 
available resources for poultry producers impacted by the 
tornadoes. Below is a list of funds and cost-share programs 
made available to poultry producers. Please note these 
are brief explanations. For eligibility requirements and the 
application process, please contact the respective agency that 
provides the funds and/or cost share program.

FARM SERVICE AgENCy
the FsA has three programs which may help poultry 

producers impacted by adverse weather: the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP), the emergency Conservation 
Program (eCP), and the emergency Loan Program.

the LIP provides benefits to poultry and livestock 
producers for deaths in excess of normal mortality caused 
by adverse weather. LIP payments are based on 75 percent 
of the market value, as determined by FsA, of the applicable 
poultry and livestock on the day before the date of death of 
the poultry and livestock.

the eCP is designated to provide cost-share assistance 
to agricultural producers who have suffered severe damage 
to their farmland because of a natural disaster. For poultry 
producers, the most likely practice that will be needed is 
removal of debris from farmland. eCP provides cost-share 
assistance for eligible expenses related to a natural disaster.  
It does not pay 100 percent.  

the emergency Loan Program provides emergency loan 
assistance to help farmers who own or operate farms located 
in a county declared by the president or designated by the 
secretary of agriculture as a primary disaster area. these loans  
are designed to assist eligible producers in restoring or replacing  
essential property and may assist in payment of production 
costs associated with the disaster year. In addition, these loans 
may also be used to pay essential family living expenses.

NATuRAl RESouRCES CoNSERVATIoN SERVICE
the nRCs has a cost-share program, environmental 

Quality Incentive Program (eQIP), in place to assist growers 
in the costs of digging emergency burial pits for poultry. 
Producers will need to visit their local u.s. Department 
of Agriculture service Center in their county to sign an 
nRCs eQIP application. If you have already paid for an 
emergency burial pit, you will need to produce the following 

documentation to be reimbursed: Receipt with the cost of 
digging the pit, the amount (number of birds-estimate) of 
mortality placed in the pit. Producers can get the approximate 
number of birds from their integrators’ records. Provide your 
FsA Farm number and FsA tract number with a map so that 
nRCs can provide a GPs number.

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT oF ENVIRoNMENTAl 
QuAlITy

It is important to abide by all MDeQ regulations 
concerning debris and rebuilding your poultry houses. In 
circumstances where a producer needs to bury building 
debris, MDeQ has issued a waiver to allow a producer to 
bury his or her debris on property owned by the producer. 

If a damaged poultry house structure is still standing or 
partially standing, the demolition of that structure is likely 
subject to the demolition notification requirements of the 
national emissions standards for hazardous Air Pollutants 
(related to the potential for asbestos containing materials in 
the structure). We encourage the farmer in these scenarios to 
contact the MDeQ Asbestos Division for Guidance on these 
types of activities or consult the Asbestos Guidance on their 
solid waste home page at the following web address: www.
deq.state.ms.us/solidwaste (see the bottom 2 documents in 
the gold shaded area titled “2014 April emergency Debris 
Information”).

Producers can also contact, Mark Williams, with 
MDeQ’s solid Waste Division. his number is 601-961-5304. 
If a producer chooses to rebuild his or her poultry houses, 
we recommend contacting Buster McMillan with MDeQ’s 
Agriculture Permitting Division. his number is 601-961-5671.  
he will be able to help producers determine if their current 
permit is applicable under the producer’s new building plans.

MPA is here to serve Mississippi’s number one agricultural 
commodity. Please contact Bill Rosenblatt, Grower Relations 
Coordinator, at 601-942-9269 or bill@mspoultry.org.

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Brunini’s environmental team is 
“one of the premier practices in the state” 
and represents major manufacturers and 

private industry clients.  

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 

litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance 

issues as well as due diligence and transactional 

matters. John Milner was noted by Chambers USA as 

being “instrumental in developing Brunini’s 

environmental practice” into the leadership position it 

holds today. 

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 

Poultry Association and has special expertise in 
poultry-related environmental issues.  Partner 

Gene Wasson also  has impressive abilities in 

the environmental sector.

Environmental Law Attorneys

Environmental Law Group

John 
Milner

Gene
Wasson

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

Columbus
662-240-9744 

www.brunini.com

Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certi�cation 
of expertise. Any decision with respect to legal service should 

not be based solely on this or any other advertisement. 
Free background information available upon request.

© Copyright 2014 BankPlus Member FDIC.

Chicken Farming 
Has Never 

Been“Cooler”

POULTRY FACILITIES LOANS

BankPlus has a strong commitment to agriculture and to 
integrated poultry lending. For over 100 years BankPlus 
has built our success on providing Mississippi farmers 
with customized financial services, great products and 

support that promotes agricultural production. 

Our loan officers understand the unique challenges that 
modern farming operations face and are equipped with 
the skills and expertise to craft flexible loan products to 

meet your individual needs.

Promotion subject to change and/or may be cancelled at any time. 
All loan applications subject to credit approval.  Certain fees may apply.

www.BankPlus.net

FREE GIFT!
Retro Fit, Refinance or Purchase your poultry  

facility with a $500K+ loan from BankPlus and 
we’ll bring you a K2 Cooler at closing!

For more information contact: 
Kenny Williamson

First Vice President, Commercial Lending Group
601-607-4402

KennyWilliamson@BankPlus.net
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the environmental 
Protection Agency 

(ePA) and the u.s. 
Army Corps of 
engineers (Corps) 
issued a joint proposed 
rule on March 25 
that would interpret 

the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) 
to cover all natural and artificial 
tributaries of streams, lakes, ponds and 
impoundments, as well as all wetlands, 
that are adjacent to or near larger, 
navigable waters. ePA and the Corps 
also announced an interpretive rule, 
immediately effective, that clarifies 
that the 53 specific conservation 
practices identified by the Agriculture 
Department’s natural Resources 
Conservation service to protect or 
improve water quality will not be 
subject to CWA section 404 dredge-
and-fill permits.  

the proposed rule seeks to 
clarify which waters and wetlands 
are considered “waters of the u.s.” 
under the CWA, and therefore within 
the jurisdiction of ePA or the Corps 
to require permits, state water quality 
certifications and oil spill responses 
under the CWA. the proposed rule is 
subject to a public comment period for 
90 days following its publication in the 
Federal Register, which was April 21, 
2014. the comment period has been 
extended to October 20. 

In a statement released with the 
proposed rule, ePA stated that the 
underlying reason for the proposed 
rule was that “determining Clean 
Water Act protection for streams 
and wetlands became confusing and 
complex following supreme Court 
decisions in 2001 and 2006. For nearly 
a decade, members of Congress, state 
and local officials, industry, agriculture, 
environmental groups, and the public 
asked for rulemaking to provide clarity.”  
the ePA statement takes the position 
that the proposed rule “does not protect 
any new types of waters that have not 
been historically been covered under 
the Clean Water Act and is consistent 
with the supreme Court’s more narrow 
reading of Clean Water Act jurisdiction.”

significantly, the proposed rule 
would revise the existing definition of 
“waters of the united states”. It expands 
the regulatory definition of a “tributary” 
of an interstate river, territorial seas 
and navigable waters. At the present 
time, “tributary” is defined as having 
a bed, a channel and an ordinary high 
water mark. under the proposed rule, 
the definition would include tributaries 
that run through wetlands and bridges, 
culverts and dams without losing their 
characteristics. the definition would 
include lakes, streams, canals and 
ditches, excluding those ditches that 
do not contribute flow or have an 
ephemeral flow or are found in uplands.  
the definition would also define 
tributaries to impoundments of interstate 
waters, territorial seas or navigable 
waters to be within CWA jurisdiction. 

Another significant definition in the 
proposed rule is the term, “significant 
nexus”. this term has its foundation in 
a “test” for the jurisdiction of the CWA 
that was articulated by supreme Court 
Justice Anthony Kennedy in Rapanos v. 
United States. the purpose of Kennedy’s 
test was to identify which waters fell 
under the CWA jurisdiction based on 
an evaluation of whether a significant 
nexus existed between the waters being 
evaluated and downstream navigable 
waters and wetlands. The EPA proposed 
rule generally determines that all 
tributaries of traditional navigable 
waters and interstate waters, as well as 
adjacent water bodies, are within the 
CWA jurisdiction because they share a 
significant nexus to traditional navigable 
waters. Additionally, ePA and the Corps 
have asked for public comment on 
how it should go about evaluating, on 
a case-by-case basis, whether some 
wetlands and smaller waters, including 
prairie potholes, playa lakes, mudflats 
and sandflats, have a significant nexus to 
navigable waters.

A group of Republican senators, in 
an April 3 letter to ePA Administrator 
McCarthy, expressed strong opposition 
to the proposed rule, which they 
interpreted to “significantly expand 
[ePA’s] permitting authority over 
American farmers, construction 
workers, miners, manufacturers 
and private landowners, among 

others, by unilaterally changing the 
definition of ‘waters of the united 
states’ under the Clean Water Act. We 
believe this proposal will negatively 
impact economic growth by adding 
an additional layer of red tape to 
countless activities that are already 
sufficiently regulated by state and local 
governments.” specifically, the letter 
criticized ePA’s proposed definition of 
“significant nexus”, stating that it is 
“vague enough to allow ePA to assert 
jurisdiction over waters previously 
not regulated, rather than to curtail its 
jurisdiction, as the agency asserts.”

the senators’ letter also accuses 
ePA of having “reckless disregard for the 
science that will apparently underpin 
this ruling”. they claim that the report 
on which ePA bases its proposed rule, 
“Connectivity of Streams and Wetlands 
to Downstream Waters: A Review and 
Synthesis of the Scientific Evidence”, 
has not been finalized or peer reviewed 
by the ePA science Advisory Board.  
Consequently, the senators request that 
EPA withdraw the proposed rule until 
the report is finalized. they state that 
failure to do so “puts the legitimacy of 
the Report, and thus, the underlying 
science of the rule, in doubt, and creates  
the impression that the ePA intends to  
finalize this rule on its own whims, rather  
than on the validity of the science.”  

the Association should seriously 
monitor this significant proposed rule 
through its environmental Committee 
in order to evaluate its impacts on the 
members and to determine whether 
comments should be filed during the 
90-day public comment period that 
currently expires on October 20.

PROPOseD CLARIFICAtIOn OF 
“WAteRs OF the u.s.”

by John E. Milner, Brunini, 
Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC
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!!POULTRY FARMERS!! 
Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson

Could Save You Thousands – All On One Policy

1. One Million Dollar Liability  6. Loss of Income • Mechanical Breakdown
2. Tractors • Bailers • ATV’s   7. Generators • Wells
3. Homeowners • Auto    8. Life Insurance
4. Single Deductible    9. Payment Plans
5. Livestock     10. Full Replacement Costs

Wilks Insurance Agency
HWY. 11 SOUTH • LAUREL • 601-426-3350

Serving the Southern Poultry Belt 
with Local Sales and Support

Proven & Dependable

1759 Country Rd. 68, Bremen, AL 35033 • 256-287-1000
Cumberland and Hired-Hand are a part of GSI, a worldwide brand of AGCO. Copyright © 2014 AGCO Corporation

Visit us at www.cumberlandpoultry.com
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CuRRent ResPIRAtORY PROBLeMs 
Due tO InFeCtIOus BROnChItIs

Infectious bronchitis is a highly contagious 
disease that involves the respiratory and 

urogenital tract of chickens and is caused 
by the infectious bronchitis virus (IBV). 
this virus is ubiquitous in most parts of the 
world where poultry are reared and is able 
to spread very rapidly in non-protected 
birds. It is shed via both the respiratory 

tract and the feces, and the virus can be acquired following 
inhalation or direct contact with infected birds, or by contact 
with contaminated litter, equipment or other contaminated 
materials. In young growing chickens, IBV causes respiratory 
disease that may predispose bacterial complications, and 
poor economic performance. some strains of IBV replicate in 
the kidneys and cause renal induced mortality. In layer and 
breeder chickens, egg production and quality declines may be 
observed, because the virus replicates in the oviduct causing 
permanent damage.  

Although strict biosecurity is a very important way to 
control IBV, vaccination is an essential tool to increase the  
resistance of the chickens against challenge with IBV. however,  
IBV is extremely difficult to control because this virus has the 
capability to change therefore different types of the virus (also 
known as serotypes or variants) may be present in the field. In  
some cases, vaccines do not provide adequate protection if the  
field virus is different from the virus present in the vaccines. 

Before the winter of 2013, the most frequently detected 
serotype in Mississippi was Arkansas DPI. In 2008, our laboratory  
reported that about 89% of the IBVs detected in Mississippi 
corresponded to Arkansas DPI, other serotypes present were 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. however, from the beginning 
of 2014 to the date of this report, that situation has changed, 
a new IBV serotype known as Georgia 08 is being detected in 
Mississippi, approximately 40% of the IBV isolates detected in 
our laboratory corresponded to this new serotype.

First identified in Georgia in December 2007, the 
Georgia 08 IBV variant has also been isolated on farms in 
Alabama, tennessee and Kentucky. Over the past two winters, 
its incidence and severity have increased dramatically. this 
Georgia 08 variant primarily affects the lower respiratory 
tract, particularly the air sacs. Birds affected with Georgia 08 
present mild mucoide tracheitis, conjunctivitis and air sacs 
with foam, or heavy white-gray suds or with “cheesy” material 
in severe cases (Figure 1). Furthermore, the Georgia 08 strain 
can cause losses due to secondary infections from harmful 
bacteria such as e. coli. It seems that this virus is not highly 
virulent but can induce severe condemnations.

the inflammation of the air sacs is called airsacculitis and 
is frequently observed in birds infected with Georgia 08 IBV, 
and it is a major cause of condemnation at the processing 
plants. Moreover, airsacculitis increases the time for 
processing due to the additional measures needed to process 
affected birds, therefore, reduces line and plant efficiency.  

In response to the presence of this new serotype in our state,  
some companies have modified their vaccination schedules and  
have included GA-08 in their programs. the use of vaccines 

including new IBV serotypes should be monitored closely and 
carefully, and the introduction of new serotypes should not 
be considered as a permanent or long-term solution. It is very 
important to keep monitoring the changes in the field IBV 
isolates and the vaccination schedules should be re-adapted 
according to the situation of IBV on the farms.

by Alejandro Banda DVM., Ph.D.
Clinical Professor, Poultry Research 
and Diagnostic Laboratory, 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Mississippi State University
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Figure 1. Chickens infected with Georgia 08 frequently develop 
airsacculitis, note the presence of whitish “cheesy” material 
(arrows) on heart, liver and air sac. 
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COntROLLInG RODents
On the POuLtRY FARM

Rodents, such as 
rats and mice, are 

a major concern on 
poultry farms due 
to building damage 
and feed loss. Poultry 
houses are attractive 
to these unwanted 

guests because they provide an almost 
unlimited supply of the three basic 
requirements that a rodent needs: 
harborage (places to hide and nest), food,  
and water. Rodent populations usually 
remain low if one or more of these items 
is missing in an area. unfortunately, 
because poultry houses usually have all 
three items in abundance, preventing 
rats and mice from moving into the 
poultry house is an ongoing challenge. 

Both rats and mice can enter a hole 
large enough to pass their head through, 
as small as a quarter-inch for mice or a  
half-inch for rats. Once inside the house, 
they can easily burrow into the loose, 
dry poultry litter, under caked litter, 
into dirt floors, inside walls, and into 
insulation in the walls and ceiling. 

Possibly, the most obvious problem 
with rodents is the feed they consume 
and contaminate. All rodents will eat 
poultry feed, and they contaminate and 
ruin much more than they eat. An adult 
rat eats about 1 to 2 ounces of feed each 
day, whereas a mouse will eat far less, 
about 0.1 ounce per day (hoelscher, 
1997). that doesn’t sound like a lot of 
feed, but a large rodent population may 
eat several tons of feed each year. 

Dollar losses from feed eaten or 
contaminated are difficult to estimate. 
however, if one rat eats 1 ounce of feed 
per day, that is 23 pounds per year. If a 
rat eats 2 ounces of feed per day, that 
is 46 pounds per year. If there are 200 
rats present (not a major infestation for 
a large poultry house) and each one is 
eating 46 pounds of feed per year, that 
is 4.6 tons of feed! If feed costs $300 per 
ton, the cost would be $1,380, or $6.90 
per rat! this is just the dollar cost of lost 
feed to the integrator. It does not include 
your cost in lost feed conversion and the 
negative impact this will have on where 
you rank on the settlement sheet. In 
addition, feed contaminated by rodents 
significantly adds to this loss. Berry 

(2003) reported some uSDA estimates of  
the actual cost of rats’ feed wastage and  
damage is as high as $25 per rat per year. 

Physical damage to the building 
and equipment is another way rodents 
cost growers money. Rodents gnaw on 
support structures, plastic curtains, cool 
cell pads, egg belts, insulation, and 
wiring, and they burrow under walls 
and concrete walkways, causing shifting 
and cracks (Berry, 2003). Operational 
shutdowns or power failures due to 
electrical or mechanical malfunctions 
as a result of rodent damage can cost an 
operation thousands of dollars and the 
possible loss of an entire house of birds 
in only a few short minutes. Gnawing 
on electrical wiring is a fire hazard that 
could burn the house down. Rodent 
damage may start small but quickly 
develop into a major problem that will 
be costly to correct. 

CoMMoN RATS AND MICE IN 
PoulTRy houSES

You must know which rodent(s) you 
are dealing with in order to implement an  
effective control and eradication program. 

the Norway rat has a large, thick 
body that measures 7½ to 10 inches 
in length with a tail length of 6 to 8½ 
inches (slightly shorter than its body). 
An adult usually weighs 10 to 17 
ounces. It can climb when necessary 
but is primarily a burrowing creature 
and prefers to live in a burrow 8 to 18 
inches below the ground. the rat varies 
in color from brown to gray and has a 

blunt snout, small eyes, and small ears. 
the droppings are usually capsule to 
spindle shaped and are approximately 
three-fourths of an inch in length with 
blunt ends. the norway rat is sometimes 
called by several other names, including 
sewer rat, brown rat, house rat, common 
rat, wharf rat, or barn rat. 

the roof rat seldom burrows in the 
ground and, compared to the norway 
rat, has a more slender, graceful, and 
streamlined body, a more pointed snout, 
and larger ears and eyes. Its tail is longer 
than its body (total length of 13 to 17 
inches). Droppings are smaller than 
those of the norway rat and are spindle 
to sausage shaped with pointed ends. It 
is sometimes called the ship rat or black 
rat. Aside from these differences, norway 
and roof rats are similar. Because their 
front incisor teeth grow an average of 
5 inches per year, rats gnaw almost 
constantly to keep them worn down. 

Rats usually feed once or twice 
during the night. they have a home 
range of approximately 100 feet and 
often live in colonies, with several rats 
sharing the same feed and water source 
(Berry, 2003). Rats reach sexual maturity 
at 2 to 3 months of age and have a 
gestation period of 21 to 25 days. the 
young are weaned at 3 weeks old, often 
just before the arrival of a new litter. 
A female can mate as soon as one day 
after giving birth. If fertilization does not 
occur, she will come into heat about 
every 5 days. In natural conditions, many 
die, but in a year, as many as 60 to 70 
offspring from one female may mature. 

the house mouse is a brownish to 
grayish rodent. the adult mouse is 5½ 
to 7½ inches long including the 3- to 
4-inch tail. the house mouse has a small 

by Tom Tabler
Mississippi State University Extension Service 
Poultry Science Department

Norway rat

Roof rat
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home range of less than 25 feet. this is 
important information when determining 
the frequency and distance to place bait 
stations or traps. Mice are very curious 
and will investigate bait stations and bait 
placed in their paths. 

however, rats are very suspicious of 
trying new food sources. Rats can also be  
picky eaters and tend to prefer fresh, 
high-quality foods and will reject spoiled or  
poor quality food sources if given a choice. 

It is important to know how serious 
a rodent infestation problem you have 
in order to attack the problem. there is a 
fairly reliable rule of thumb to determine 
rodent populations:

• signs seen but no rodents seen—1 
to 100 on the premises

• Occasional sightings at night—100 
to 500 on the premises

• nightly sightings and occasional 
daytime sightings—500 to 1,000 
on the premises

• several seen during the day—up to 
5,000 on the premises

For every rodent seen, it is estimated 
there are likely 20 to 50 that are unseen. 
In addition to the feed issues mentioned 
previously, rodents also spread diseases 
to poultry flocks by contaminating feed 
and bird living areas with urine and 
droppings. Rats and mice are linked to 
poultry diseases such as salmonellosis, 
colibacillosis, coryza, pasteurellosis, 
mycoplasmosis, hemorrhagic enteritis, 
hymenolepiasis, capilariasis, and 
ascaridiasis (Donald et al., 2002).

RoDENT CoNTRol
Preventive actions against rodent 

infestations are rarely as vigorous and 
dedicated as the problem demands. In 
addition, a rodent control program must 
be thorough and must be constantly 
maintained. effective rodent control in 
and around the poultry house involves a 
four-step process (Loven, 2010):

1. sanitation
2. Rodent-proof construction
3. Population reduction
4. evaluation

sanitation and rodent-proofing are 
both important to prevent an infestation 
or remove one if an infestation currently 
exists. If shelter and nesting sites are 
provided, rodents will gladly accept 
the invitation and move in. however, 
a clean, well-maintained operation 
exposes rodents to predators and 
exposes their activities (burrows, trails, 
and so forth) to you. 

Keep the grass mowed and trash 
and clutter from collecting around the 
houses. Maintain at least a 3-foot space 
around the perimeter of the poultry 
house that is free of brush, trash, weeds, 
and so forth. this will allow you to easily 
check the outside of the building for 
potential pathways, burrows, and rodent 
activity. Clean up feed spills inside and 
outside the house promptly. Totally 
rodent-proofing a poultry house is not 
possible, but you can make it difficult 
for rodents to gain entrance. Make sure 
load-out and walk-in doors close and 
seal properly. Check that corrugated 
metal siding is sealed, and make sure 
corner seams are tight. Properly seal 
openings surrounding feed augers, water 
lines, and electrical conduits that enter 
the house from outside.

RoDENTICIDES
A wide variety of rodenticides 

(poison baits) are available. Rodenticides 
may be formulated as bar baits, pellets, 
concentrates, or tracking powders. 

Bar baits are formulated with a 
rodenticide, various grain products, and 
a binder with a high wax content that 
allows the product to withstand moisture 
for long periods. they usually come in 
bar or chunk form. Pellets are the poison 
formulation mixed with grain and a 
binder that holds the pellet together. 
Concentrates are often powders and are 
designed to be mixed with feed or water. 
Tracking powders are formulated with  
talc or some other inert ingredient. they 
should be spread along rodent pathways. 
Rodents pick up the poison on their 
feet, fur, and tails as they move along 
the pathway and ingest the poison while 
grooming. tracking powder is regulated  
and its use is restricted to those individuals  
qualified to handle the product. 

Please read and follow the label 
the rodenticide you choose to use. All 
rodenticides are poinsous at various 
level for poultry, livestock, non-target 
wildlife, and humans. Rodent control 
effectiveness will depend on monitoring 
and evaluation of the control program 
by individuals responsible for program 

implementation. If these individuals are 
motivated and have a strong interest in 
achieving success, the rodent control 
program will be successful. however, it 
takes effort on the grower’s part because 
there are several possible reasons why a 
rodenticide might fail, including these:

• too few bait stations (match stations 
to home range of rodents)

• too small a control area
• too short an exposure time to the bait
• too much access to other food 

supplies
• insufficient bait (failure to monitor 

and adequately stock bait stations 
regularly)

• Wrong bait choice or old, moldy, 
unappealing bait (rotate baits; check 
twice per month)

use gloves when dispensing bait for  
your own protection and to prevent human  
smell on the bait, which may cause 
rodents to avoid the product. Be sure to 
have plenty of bait stations by, keeping in  
mind the home range of both rats and mice. 

SuMMARy
A rodent control program that 

includes sanitation, rodent-proofing, 
population reduction, and evaluating 
and monitoring the rodent situation 
should be a critical part of every 
poultry farm’s biosecurity and overall 
management program. Rodent 
infestation can put a major dent in 
feed conversion numbers because 
of feed lost due to consumption and 
contamination. Good housekeeping 
(keeping grass mowed and removing 
clutter from around buildings) will help 
keep the rodent challenge at a minimum. 
Monitor the situation and maintain a 
control program that includes permanent 
bait stations and rotating rodenticides on 
a regular basis. Various rodenticides are 
available to assist with a rodent control 
program. Match the correct rodenticide 
to your particular situation and take 
proper steps to prevent rodenticide 
failure. Program failure can usually be 
traced back to human error and not to 
the rodents. Your local poultry supply 
store should carry rodenticide and 
can offer advice on a rodent control 
program. Remember that rodenticides 
are poisons and must be respected and 
handled responsibly and in accordance 
with label instructions for the protection 
of humans, poultry flocks, non-target 
wildlife, and the environment.

Sources provided upon request. Photos from 
www.wikipedia.org.

House mouse
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P.O. Box 850 
Brookhaven, MS 39602 

601-833-8699 
2633 Hwy 35 S.

Forest, MS 39074
601-469-2005WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!

Casco Products Company, Inc.

CWT
Cooling Water

Treatment

FAST KLEEN
Cool Cell Cleaner

For Control of Algae and Algal Slime
Growth in Cooling Water Systems.

This product aids in the control of
bacterial, fungal and algal growth.

For use in once through and 
recirculating cooling systems.

For Cleaning and Descaling Cool Cell Pads.  
Fast Acting and Easy Clean Up.

Available in 1 gallon and 4x1 gallon cases.

E.P.A. Reg No. 10324-46-49578

NEW!

ACME	  	  

VALCO	  

CUMBERLAND	  	  

ROTEM	  

HIRED	  HAND	  

PLASSON	  	  

ZIGGITY	  

LUBING	  

REEVES	  

MEDICATOR	  PARTS	  

SPACE	  RAY	  

EGAN	  	  

AND	  MUCH	  MORE!!!!	  

BRANDS  CARRIED  

	  

“FOR	  ALL	  YOUR	  POULTRY	  FARM	  NEEDS”	  
COLUMBIA	  STORE:	  601-‐731-‐2415	  

1329	  HWY	  13	  N.	  COLUMBIA	  MS	  HOURS	  8A.M.-‐4:30P.M.	  	  	  M-‐F	  

	  

WAYNESBORO	  STORE	  601-‐735-‐4371	  M-‐F	  8A.M.	  –	  5P.M.	  

113	  TURNER	  STREET	  WAYNESBORO	  MS	  

	  

We	   do	   new	   houses	   and	   retrofits	   on	   existing	  
houses	   for	   broiler,	   breeder	   and	   pullet	   farms.	  
We	  also	  are	  a	  full	  service	  poultry	  supplier	  with	  
24	  hour	  service.	  	  
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spring classes at Mississippi state are out 
and summer school is about to start.  

Poultry science has its first-ever summer 
class this year. historically, colleges of 
agriculture didn’t have summer classes 
because everyone went home to farm 
during the summer months. that’s changed, 
of course, and so we’re venturing into this 

new arena. the class Dr. sharma is teaching this summer is 
PO 4990/6990, special Laboratory techniques in Poultry 
science, and is designed to introduce students to practical, 
hands-on applications that will enhance their skills going out 
into industry positions. topics to be covered include in-ovo 
vaccination, measuring shell quality, identification of common 
parasites and histology/cytology, isolation of salmonella 
and Campylobacter, eLIsA tests for pathogens, microbiology 
monitoring, litter testing (moisture, dust), water quality testing, 
ammonia and light measurements, biosecurity, backyard and 
organic poultry management, and avian zoonoses. this class 
will meet daily for the first summer session for 2 hours of 
lecture and 3 hours of lab. It will be a challenging course but 
one that will greatly benefit our students.

 Mississippi 4-h is once again in full swing, with state 
judging contests for seniors just over and regional contests 
for juniors underway. Jessica Wells is in charge of all of the 
contests, so she’s keeping very busy these days! the Chain 
Project is also underway for the third year. there was a 75 
percent increase (from 129 to 225!) in 4-h’ers and FFA’ers 
participating this year; some of this increase is likely because 
of the inclusion of FFA for the first time. the number of 
counties participating in the Chain this year increased by 30 
percent. We’re trying hard to raise money to fund prizes and to 
ensure buyers for the birds at auction at the state Fair.
 the department hosted its semi-annual Industry Advisory 
Board meeting on June 5 in starkville. topics for discussion 
included the feed mill project – strategies for acquiring 
equipment, a new position description for a poultry products 
and processing extension person that will be submitted to 
the administration for consideration shortly, the Voluntary 

Contribution Program, and a plan for initiating information 
seminars for prospective poultry growers looking for financing. 
Interactions with this group – including representatives 
of all the poultry companies in Mississippi as well as the 
Farm Bureau Federation, the MPA, and BankPlus – has 
been exceedingly helpful to us during the rebuilding of 
the department over the last two years. We appreciate the 
time and effort of these industry representatives to come to 
starkville and give us their counsel and advice.
 At the research farm, we continue to renovate and 
reconfigure buildings to enhance our ability to provide timely 
data to the industry as well as to ensure high quality delivery 
of educational programs to students and clientele. the project 
for this summer is conversion of part of the old student house 
into a mini broiler barn, complete with a programmable 
junior Rotem controller courtesy of Diversified Imports. this 
will allow the broiler production class to acquire hands-on 
experience running an actual broiler barn that will give value 
added to their education at Mississippi state.
 As always, we appreciate all of the support and 
encouragement from our industry partners in Mississippi and 
hope the summer is a good one for our state.

Photos from www.poultry.msstate.edu

uPDAte FROM stAte – 
Msu POuLtRY sCIenCe

by Dr. Mary Beck
Poultry Science Department Head
Mississippi State University
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uPCOMInG eVents

kim Caldwell
Peco Foods

Richard Carter 
Marshall Durbin

Bo Duvall
Marshall Durbin

Ronnie Ingram
tyson Foods

Michael Magee
tyson Foods

Ted Mangum
Wayne Farms

lee McCollough 
Marshall Durbin

Peter Mckinley
sanderson Farms

Matt owen
Wayne Farms

Robert Smith
Wayne Farms

Danny Thornton
Peco Foods

Cindy Tucker
Peco Foods

kenneth upton
sanderson Farms

jon Wilson
Peco Foods

GROWeR ADVIsORY COMMIttee

MIssIssIPPI POuLtRY AssOCIAtIOn

If you want to join the

Mississippi Poultry 

Association as a Grower 

Member, call the MPA

office at (601) 932-7560

for more information!

Mark leggett, President 
leggett@mspoultry.org

Bob Billingsley, Chairman

Steve Mclaurin, Vice Chairman

Danny Thornton, Grower Advisory Committee Chairman

Bill Rosenblatt, Grower Relations Coordinator
bill@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard, Administrative Assistant 
beard@mspoultry.org

CoNTACT INFoRMATIoN
110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208
Phone: (601) 932-7560
Fax: (601) 932-7568
www.mspoultry.org

110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

BREEDER SEMINAR – AuGust 5
8:00 a.m. – Veterinary Diagnostics Lab – Pearl, Ms

BREEDER SEMINAR – AuGust 6
8:00 a.m. – Collins Community Center – Collins, Ms

MPA 77Th ANNuAl CoNVENTIoN – sePteMBeR 11-14
hilton sandestin Golf, Beach & spa Resort – Destin, FL
(see pages 8-9 for details)


