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Fertilized eggs are the goal
 the main goal of broiler breeder management is producing eggs. eggs ultimately 
determine the number of broiler chicks per hen housed. But the only good broiler 
breeder egg is a fertilized egg (McDaniel, 2011). If egg production numbers or 
mating activity is low, then it is likely that the number of chicks per hen housed will 
be less than desirable. While it is true that integrators are in the business of selling 
broiler meat and not eggs, you have to have a fertilized egg before you can have a 
broiler chick, and eventually broiler meat to sell.  
 Achieving a fertilized hatching egg is more difficult than you might think. 
the external factors that can affect egg production are numerous. Bird age, flock 
management practices, and specific feed ingredients, formulations, and allocations 
can affect the oviduct, the egg itself, and semen quality. In turn, these affect egg 
production numbers and reproductive efficiency. understanding ovarian function 
of the chicken and its interaction with nutritional status, age, and genetic strain is 
critical to the production of fertile eggs with a high hatching probability (Renema et 
al., 2008). 
 the interaction between nutritional and reproductive traits is complex and 
constantly shifting as genetic advancements continue to be made (Renema et al., 
2007). Management of modern broiler breeder strains is made more difficult because 
of the inability of these birds to adequately self-regulate feed intake during the 
growth and development stage.  

Feed intake
 Female broiler breeders require a minimum cumulative nutrient intake before 
photostimulation to sustain subsequent egg production and fertility during the 
production cycle (Walsh and Brake, 1997). Work also suggests the same may be 
true for male broiler breeders to sustain subsequent reproductive performance (de 
Reviers and seigneurin, 1990). Although numerous factors affect egg production and 
mating activity, nutrient intake is certainly high on the list and must be considered 
along with the underlying relationships between energy status and the physiological 
processes that require energy, such as maintenance, growth, 
and reproduction (Richards, 2010). Included in the 
management of broiler breeders is the strict control 
of feed allowance during both rearing and 
breeding phases to limit body weight gains and 
reduce the incidence of overweight birds.  
 Correct feed allocation and proper 
body weight management are essential to 
maximizing the potential of any breeder 
flock, regardless of genetic strain. Although 

BROILeR BReeDeR MAnAGeMent 
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controlled feeding programs prolong the time required to 
reach sexual maturity (Leeson and summers, 1982), the added 
value associated with increased egg production, increased 
fertility, improved hatchability, egg quality, and reduced 
mortality far outweigh the delayed sexual maturity and 
starting of lay (Bruggeman et al., 1999). however, even with 
controlled feeding programs, due to the high growth potential 
of today’s genetic strains, it is still very easy to overfeed 
broiler breeders. therefore, regular monitoring and recording 
of body weight and uniformity are critical management tools, 
especially during the period between 15 weeks of age and 
photostimulation.  
 In addition, care must be taken not to stimulate a flock 
with too much feed at the wrong time if it isn’t quite ready.  
the primary mechanism by which feed management benefits 
reproductive efficiency in broiler breeder females is the 
control of follicle development (Robinson, 2002). Pullets that 
enter the breeder house overweight tend to have excessive 
follicular development that can lead to oviductal prolapse, 
increased number of double-yolk eggs, egg yolk peritonitis 
(presence of egg yolk in the abdominal cavity), erratic 
oviposition (laying outside the normal laying time), and laying 
of more than one egg per day (often with poor quality shells 
(stanley, 2003)). Overweight hens may have poor fertility due 
to sperm transport problems in the oviduct and from birds 
being too large to mate successfully.
 too much nutrient intake after peak can result in 
overweight birds and a faster drop in production and fertility 
as the birds age (Meijerhof, 2011). the rapid genetic advances 
in breast-meat yield and faster growth rates in broilers have 
placed increasing pressure on proper feed management in 
the breeder flock during and after peak to prevent excessively 
heavy birds that may lay poorly or show excessively low 
fertility as the flock ages. Breeder managers often struggle 
with when to start cutting feed back after peak, especially if 
the birds are still laying eggs at a high level. however, waiting 
too long increases the risk that birds may become overweight 
as egg production gradually declines in the weeks after peak.
  
Photostimulation
 nutrient intake is critical to follicle development, 
but just as important to breeder managers and growers is 
photostimulation (daylength perception). the actual age at 
which daylength is increased from short (8 hours) to long 
(≥ 11 hours) depends on the average flock body weight and 
flock uniformity. however, in most cases, primary breeders 
recommend that photostimulation not occur before 20 to 
21 weeks. Flocks that are below target weight or non-uniform 
(CV greater than 10%) may need to delay photostimulation by 
a week or more. Photostimulating a flock too soon will make 
the feeding program even more difficult to manage and result 
in a sexually uneven flock. the reason for this has to do with 
the maturity and uniformity of the flock at photostimulation.  
All birds will be receiving the same feed allotment; however, 
sexually mature birds will have to split their feed nutrients 3 
ways (some for maintenance, some for growth, and some for 
egg production). Conversely, because they aren’t yet laying 
eggs, the non-layers will only have to split their feed nutrients 
2 ways (some for maintenance and the rest for growth), 
allowing them to divert additional nutrients to unwanted 
weight gain and body fat. this emphasizes the importance 
that reaching the desired target weight and flock uniformity 
at photostimulation plays in maintaining high egg numbers 

and fertility throughout the production cycle. 
 Photostimulation sets up a series of events that ultimately 
result in eggs. As daylength increases, the brain responds 
by producing hormones that, in turn, travel to the ovary 
where they cause follicles to develop. When the mix and 
amount of hormones is right, the follicle ovulates an ovum 
(yolk) that can then be fertilized before traveling down the 
oviduct where albumen and shell are formed around the yolk 
(Robinson, 2002; McDaniel, 2011).
 For hens, the complete process of egg formation, after 
ovulation of the egg yolk, takes a little longer than 24 hours. 
You may have noticed that hens usually lay for several days in 
a row and then pause for a day or two. this happens because 
of the relationship between time of day that hormones are 
released and length of time (>24 hours) for an egg to form. 
the number of eggs a hen lays on consecutive days before 
pausing is called her sequence. the rate of follicle maturation 
and egg formation determines the sequence length; hens 
with slow follicle maturation and egg formation rates lay in 
short sequences (2 to 3 days), while hens with faster rates 
lay in long sequences. sequence length changes throughout 
the production cycle, with the longest sequences occurring 
at peak production somewhere around 30 to 35 weeks of 
age. Compared with fully fed broiler breeder hens, hens that 
have their feed intake strictly controlled produce more eggs 
because they lay longer sequences, persist in lay longer, lay 
fewer abnormal eggs, and have fewer multiple ovulations in a 
single day (Gibson et al., 2008).

Article references available upon request
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Mississippi’s poultry industry stands to 
benefit greatly from the growing world 

population, rising third world incomes, and 
increasing demand for protein.   
 We can supply that need from China 
to Gambia and grow our state’s income – if 
we can just cross the creek. Rural bridges 
and crumbling pavement on rural roads and 

state highways are beginning to hinder business.
 Mississippi needs a transportation system that allows our 
products to get into the global stream of commerce easily, 
so Mississippi products go from rural to global quickly and 
efficiently. Chickens, pine trees, corn, and soybeans all need 
to move without detours from farms to processing facilities, 
rail lines, and ports to reach our global customer base.
 In 1987, Mississippi’s Legislature raised the fuel tax and 
set it at 18.4 cents per gallon. that decision helped build 
more than 1,000 miles of four-lane highways, but it locked the 
gas tax to the number of gallons sold. As gasoline and diesel 
have increased in price, consumers and every shipper are 
buying more efficient vehicles that use less fuel. 
 the fuel tax has stagnated or declined and inflation has 
eaten into what a dollar will buy in every state. the 1987 fuel 
tax has about 9 cents of purchasing power today as the price 
of building a mile of road has tripled. the 1987 legislation did 
not account for inflation or set aside money to maintain those 
four-lane roads, some of which are now up to 25 years old.  
Central District transportation Commissioner Dick hall, who 
was in the Legislature when the four-lane program passed, 
has been championing more money for maintenance for state 
highways. the maintenance needs also extend to city and 
county roads.
 In november of 2012, voters in Arkansas approved a 
ballot initiative supported by retailers, poultry companies, 
and farm groups to impose a 1/2 cent sales tax for road 
construction. At the same time, three of 12 transportation 
districts in Georgia imposed an extra penny sales tax on 
themselves for transportation improvements. the three that 
approved the increase were all around the port of savannah 
which is now the nation’s leading port for poultry exports. 
 MPA and others who depend on a good transportation 
system met during the 2013 legislative session with house 
transportation Chairman Robert Johnson of natchez and 
senate highways Chairman Willie simmons of Cleveland. 
simmons persuaded the senate to form a transportation 
financing task force that included representatives from farm 
and business groups. Chairman Johnson had a hearing of his 
committee on December 9.
 I testified to the senate task Force on the needs of 
agriculture and how deficient bridges are increasing the cost 
of getting raw materials off the farm and out of the forest.  
MPA, Farm Bureau, and the Mississippi Forestry Association 
asked Mississippi state university professor Dr. scott samson 
to look at where the deficient bridges were in relation 
to processing facilities. Deficient bridges surround grain 
elevators, pulp mills, and poultry complexes.

 Bridges are an immediate problem, but the state’s 
transportation system needs to be thought of as a system and 
priorities set based on what boosts our economy. so, the 
problems with maintaining our transportation system with 
existing revenue are well documented. the difficulty comes in 
what priorities to set, and how to raise and divide the money.
      Outside of these two legislative committees, other work is 
underway by state agencies to get more information on parts 
of the transportation system. the Legislature’s Performance 
evaluation and expenditure Review (PeeR) Committee is 
looking at MDOt’s efficiency, and MDOt has hired a firm to  
do a comparison to other states’ departments of transportation.  
MDOt also has underway a study of ports and the Mississippi 
Development Authority is looking at railroads in the state. All 
of these will be finished during the 2014 legislative session. 
the final piece, which is a key component to my mind, is a 
freight study, looking at the movement of trucks.
 the senate transportation task Force has three hearings 
scheduled in December including one in hattiesburg on 
December 18. those who want to see the poultry industry 
remain strong and meet growing global demand need to 
come give their views at the Cochran Center from 6-8 p.m.
 What lies ahead are some really tough decisions for all 
of us as a state. What do we want out of our transportation 
system and how do we pay for it, how much are we willing to 
pay and how do we decide that? 
 MPA will continue to lobby, as it has since 1937, for 
what the poultry industry needs and what grows Mississippi’s 
economy.

PResIDent’s MessAGe:
tRAnsPORtAtIOn

by Mark Leggett, President, 
Mississippi Poultry Association
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the beautiful september sunset seen from the Barefoot’s 
Deck was the setting for the 76th MPA Annual Convention 

Platinum sponsor Kickoff Reception. this reception was 
attended by 336 MPA members and friends – some old 
friends and some new ones. 
 the meeting had something for everyone, from good 
speakers to the sugar-white beaches and the shopping at the 
outlet mall. senate Ag Committee Chairman Billy hudson 
spoke to the Past Chairman of the Board Breakfast. the first 
convention speaker was John starkey, President of the u.s. 
Poultry & egg Association, and hunter Lipscomb, Deputy 
Chief of staff, of Congressmen steven Palazzo presented 
informative topics to the attendees.
 the Mississippi Poultry Foundation awards four $1,500 
scholarships to grower’s children or grandchildren. During the 
business meetings, this year’s recipients were announced and 
hillary e. hobby, William C. Rogers, Benjamin Bishop, and 
eric W. upton were the winners.
 MPA Chairman of the Board todd Grisham presented 
plaques and asked each company that participated in the 
convention fundraiser to stand for recognition. the convention 
is made possible through the continued support of these 
members. 
 Chairman Grisham also introduced the 2013 Msu 
graduating seniors. every year MPA invites these students to 
attend the meeting. this year we had an outstanding group of 
seniors who were very helpful and interested in meeting the 
people they will soon be working with. this year’s attendees 
were sam Adams, tameka Gibson, Alex’Zandra Gibson, 
Chase Mcneil, and Lynford siebel. 
 the ladies gathered for the Cobb-Vantress Ladies Program 
featuring howard helmer, “the egg Man,” for delicious 
omelets. howard gave a short talk on how to make omelets 
and then it was time to turn the ladies loose to make their  
own versions. Let me tell you this was a fun time.
 As always, the golf tournaments are a big hit, and this 
year we had 110 golfers and great prizes sponsored by Brad 
Martin, Vendworks, LLC, Greg Mcneely, Mcneely Plastics, 
and International Paper Company.  
 the Fishing tournament boats were loaded with 59 men 
and women all trying to catch the biggest fish. the Vincit 
Group and American Packaging provided four tables loaded 
with outstanding prizes. 
 the saturday night Live and silent Auctions along with 
great food began at 6:00 p.m. and continued until every item 
was sold. this year, over 75 silent and live auction items were 
donated by the MPA friends and Allied members. Auctioneer 
Joe-Joe Brown does a great job and has a great time while 
bringing in $17,915. the beautiful handmade quilt donated 
by Bud holcomb with Cobb-Vantress was raffled off for 
$1,425 bringing our total auction to $19,340.  
 the auction money is used for the Mississippi Poultry 
Foundation scholarships to benefit the grower’s children and 
grandchildren.
 saturday night while everyone was browsing over the 
silent auction items, Chairman Grisham presented the Allied 

Industry Leader of the Year Award to Brad Martin, President of 
Vendworks, LLC. Brad is an outstanding member of MPA. he 
served as the Allied Industry Committee Chairman for 2013 
and stands ready to serve MPA.
 the 2013 hall of Fame recipient is Dr. Robert Keirs. Dr. 
Phil stayer and Dr. tim Cummings did a great job presenting 
this award to a surprised Dr. Keirs. (see page 11.)
 If you haven’t taken the time to attend the MPA Annual 
Convention, I hope you will join us in 2014. I hope by 
reading this short recap of the convention you realize what 
you are missing. this meeting is a mixture of just the right 
amount of business and pleasure.
 I hope to see you in Destin, september 11, 2014, at the 
hilton sandestin.  

hIGhLIGhts FROM the 76th 
MPA AnnuAL COnVentIOn

by Becky Beard, MPA
Administrative Assistant

Brad Martin, Allied Industry Leader of the Year, President of 
Vendworks, LLC, and Todd Grisham, MPA Chairman
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this year was the second year the 
Department of Poultry science at 

Mississippi state university hosted the 4-h 
Poultry Chain show. however, it was the first 
year the state show was showcased during 
the Mississippi state Fair. the event was a 
huge success, and a lot of positive feedback 
was received. 

 If you are unfamiliar with the poultry chain, it is where 
participants receive 20 chicks, either Leghorns or Plymouth 
Rocks and raise them until sexual maturity. When participants 
begin the poultry chain, they complete a course on raising 
birds, biosecurity, and the importance of vaccinations. these 
participants keep a record book the entire 20 weeks that 
illustrates the birds feeding schedule, weight gain, vaccination 
schedules, biosecurity of their facilities, expenses for feed, 
facilities, etc., any other information they choose to add, 
and, of course, pictures. Once the birds are approximately 
20 weeks of age, participants select their top six birds, based 
on size, maturity, and uniformity and show them at a county 
show. the county grand champion and reserve champion 
advance to a state show which was held this year on October 
12 at the state Fair. At both county and state levels, the record 
books and a face-to-face Q&A with each participant ensure 
that the 4-h’ers themselves, and not their parents, have 
actually gained proficiency in biosecurity and bird husbandry.
 the poultry chain was expanded this year with two 
categories (Layer and Meat) compared to last year’s single 
category. Participants were also able to select different types of 
leghorns for the layer category and different types of Plymouth 
Rocks for the meat category. We also allowed clover-buds (age 
5-8) to show at the county level. this made the chain project 
substantially larger than it was the year before with nearly 150 
participants competing at the county level and 57 at the state 
Poultry show during the state Fair in Jackson. After participants 

were judged on their record book and birds, we awarded state 
Grand Champions, Reserve Champions, and 1st-5th places for 
each category, layer, and meat, and at each age level, junior 
and senior. 
 Immediately following the show, a live auction was held 
and all money bid on each lot of birds went to the respective 
participants as a well-earned reward for their hard work. Mr. 
tony McDaniel of Florence graciously donated his time to 
serve as auctioneer. Counting both auction proceeds and prize 
awards, a total of $14,480.00 was received by participants. 
the prize awards and auction proceeds were donated by 
Companies and Individuals, as follows:  

AWARdS
Mississippi Poultry Foundation $2,500 
Allied Industry Committee of the MPA $2,500
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation $500
Mississippi Farm Bureau Insurance $500
The remainder of awards were provided by the Department of 
Poultry Science.  

AuCtION PROCEEdS
sanderson Farms $2,330
Cal-Maine $1,365
Jimmy sullivan $605
ellis Communications $535
Mark Leggett $175

 Because the event was such a huge success with such 
positive feedback, we are expecting even more support as 
well as a larger number of participants next year. this success 
would not have been possible without donor support, as well 
as all of the hard work from the department, extension agents, 
parents, and participants. We look forward to next year with a 
bigger and even better Chain Project.

4-h POuLtRY ChAIn shOW
by Jessica Wells
Mississippi State University Extension Service
Poultry Science Department
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the Mississippi Poultry Association is 
proud to announce that Dr. Robert W. 

Keirs is the 2013 inductee into the Mississippi 
Poultry Association’s hall of Fame. Dr. Keirs 
was born on January 26, 1926. he bravely 
served our nation from 1942 to 1948 in 
the united states navy submarine service 
as a Chief Petty Officer. he participated in 

eight War Patrols and received personal commendations from 
Admiral Chester nimitz and General Douglas McArthur.
 Dr. Keirs earned his Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from 
Iowa state university in 1955. he has had an illustrious and 
successful career that has focused on providing his expertise 
and knowledge in settings such as private practice, corporate, 
consulting, and education. In 1981, Dr. Keirs became an 
Associate Professor at the College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Mississippi state university. he immediately embraced the 
pleasures and responsibilities of an educator. Incorporating his 
private practice, corporate and consulting experience, Dr. Keirs 
was able to thoroughly educate his students in addressing and 
solving the poultry industry’s needs. 
 not only did Dr. Keirs enjoy teaching, but he took a strong 
interest in researching. throughout his career as an Associate 

Professor of 
Veterinary 
Medicine, 
Dr. Keirs was 
awarded over 
$537,000 
to conduct 
research. he 
was published 
ten times, wrote 
57 technical 
reports, 
presented his 
research and 
findings 61 
times throughout the country, and presented at 16 different 
workshops throughout the southeast.
 We are all proud and honored to have Dr. Keirs inducted 
into the Mississippi Poultry hall of Fame. the poultry industry 
in Mississippi is highly indebted to Dr. Keirs for his tireless 
efforts in helping the industry in Mississippi and the world by 
furthering the understanding of poultry. thank you, Dr. Keirs, for  
your research and educating so many leading poultry veterinarians. 

DR. KeIRs InDuCteD IntO the 
2013 MPA hALL OF FAMe

Dr. Keirs and his wife, Jane

We understand the specific needs of poultry farmers and we specialize in 
financing solutions for them.  Farm land, ag production, equipment and 
building financing, long or short term... we have a plan for you. 
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FOR THE BEST AG PRODUCTION
FINANCING, SEE A SPECIALIST.
Poultry Operation Financing, from a Trusted Ag Lender.

Senatobia · Clarksdale · Cleveland · Tupelo · New Albany · Corinth · Houston · Starkville · Kosciusko · Indianola · Louisville

MS_LandBank_HP.indd   1 2/22/12   4:22 PM

by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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Bob Billingsley, director of development and engineering 
for sanderson Farms, Inc, headquartered in Laurel, will 

take over January 1 as the chairman of the Mississippi Poultry 
Association. 
 steve McLaurin, live operations manager, Peco Foods, 
sebastopol Division will become vice chairman. Billingsley 
replaces todd Grisham, southern Division Live Production 
Manager, Marshall Durbin Companies. Grisham, who works 
in Waynesboro and lives in Petal, becomes past chairman. 
 Billingsley is a graduate of Picayune high school and 
Delta state university where he received an accounting degree  
in 1983 and a Masters of Business Administration in 1984.  
upon graduation from college, he joined sanderson Farms.  
 Billingsley served as chairman of the Mississippi Poultry 
Association in 2008 and currently serves on its Board of 
Directors. he has been a Director and Chairman of the 
Association for excellence in education. he received the 2012 
Robert e. Gaddis education award and was the 2011 Jones 
County school District Parent. he serves on the Governor’s 
Mississippi energy Policy Institute. he has served as President 
of the Laurel/Jones County Dixie Youth Baseball Association 
and on the Board of the salvation Army. In addition, he 
was recently selected to serve on the u.s. Poultry & egg 

Association Board of Directors. 
 Bob and his wife nancy have 
been married for 26 years and 
have a 19-year-old son, steven. 
they are members of First Baptist 
Church of Laurel.
 Other members of the MPA 
executive Committee include 
treasurer sam Lenarz of Petal, 
complex manager for Wayne 
Farms, LLC in Laurel; Ray Ables, 
live complex manager for 
tyson Foods in Forest; Dr. Ryn 
Divine, director of food safety 
for Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. in Jackson; and Danny thornton 
of Carthage, a Peco grower in Carthage who is a retired 
Mississippi state university professor.
 the Mississippi Poultry Association, formed in 1937, 
represents the state’s largest agricultural industry. More than 
55,000 people are directly or indirectly employed in poultry 
production on 1,800 farms, two dozen processing plants, and 
numerous other support companies. Mississippi ranks fifth 
nationally in poultry production.

Bob Billingsley

P.O. Box 850 
Brookhaven, MS 39602 

601-833-8699 
2633 Hwy 35 S.

Forest, MS 39074
601-469-2005

Casco Products
Company, Inc.

Season’sGreetings
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!

BILLInGsLeY neW MPA ChAIRMAn 
FOR 2014

by Mark Leggett, President, 
Mississippi Poultry Association
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the Mississippi Poultry Association stepped up its holiday 
season donation to the governor in 2013, providing 

40,000 pounds of broiler meat and 10,800 eggs to Governor 
Phil Bryant on november 26, and he directed the donation 
to the salvation Army in Jackson. this was the third year that 
MPA broiler and egg companies made a donation to the 
Governor to direct to a charity of his choice. the first year of 

donations, MPA donated 10,000 pounds of meat and 10,000 
eggs to Governor haley Barbour who chose the Mississippi 
Food network.
 the salvation Army will directly distribute portions of the 
donation to the people they serve and will work with other 
charitable organizations to spread the donation throughout 
communities.

BROILeR MeAt AnD eGGs DOnAteD by Mark Leggett, President, 
Mississippi Poultry Association

Part of the Farm Credit System

SouthernAgCredit.com       1-800-449-5742

The original Land Bank

Financing for: Farms & Ranches • Agribusiness  
Loans Country Homes • Recreational Property

Part of the Farm Credit System
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John Bower, President, TRINICO AG, INC.  has announced that Poultry Guard® Litter 

Amendment  is now being produced at our new production facility in Brookhaven, MS.  

Poultry Guard is manufactured at this location under a contract with M&M Milling Co.  The 

new plant will manufacture Poultry Guard in bags and 1 ton super sacks along with other 

new products developed by Trinico for poultry and animal agriculture.  The new plant 

has the capability of rail and truck shipments and is set up for growers to pick up Poultry 

Guard in 1 ton lots.  Poultry Guard is now produced in Valdosta, GA and Brookhaven, MS 

to better serve the poultry industry.

TRINICO AG, INC. GREENSBORO, NC, 
ANNOUNCES NEW POULTRY GUARD® 
PLANT AT BROOKHAVEN, MS
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the Mississippi Poultry Association’s education and Research 
Committee hosted this year’s Fall seminars in October. 

the meetings took place in hattiesburg (Oct. 1), Mendenhall 
(Oct. 2), and Philadelphia (Oct. 3). the meetings were free 
to all MPA integrators, growers, and allied members. each 
meeting had a large turnout of growers and service technicians 
representing all of MPA’s broiler integrators: Marshall Durbin, 
Peco, sanderson, tyson, and Wayne. Dinner, along with door 
prizes (Primos trail Cams, Bass Pro, and home Depot gift 
cards), were given out at each location.
 the meetings were focused on assisting growers and 
service technicians on a range of current issues that growers 
and service technicians address on a routine basis. the 
topics that were discussed were: Winter time Chicken house 
Ventilation – Dr. Jody Purswell (usDA-ARs), Drinker Line 
sanitation – Dr. susan Watkins (university of Arkansas), Paw 
scores and Broiler Mobility – Dr. tom tabler (Msu), Mortality 
Options – Dr. Jeremiah Davis (Msu), and Litter treatment – Dr. 
Pat Welch. speakers from the natural Resources Conservation 
service were planned to speak on the importance of nutrient 
Management Plans and assisting growers with the application 
process, however, with the Federal government shutdown, 
they were unable to attend.

 to help make these seminars possible, BankPlus, 
Cumberland/Hired Hand, deep South Poultry, Georgia Poultry,  
Hydro Systems, Southern Ag Credit, taylorsville Poultry, and 
Weeden Environments provided essential sponsorships.
 A special thanks to all of our speakers who generously 
provided their knowledge and time and to Dr. Phil stayer of 
sanderson Farms, steve McLaurin of Peco, and Dr. sue Anne 
hubbard of the Mississippi state Diagnostics Laboratory for 
providing their leadership in organizing the seminars.

FALL seMInARs
by Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association
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CD ’s OR IRA 
COMING DUE? 

 7.00% 
First Year 

GUARANTEED 
Includes First Year Bonus 

Call Now for More Information 
L.D. O’Mire  

Financial Services 
1.800.844.3254 

Guarantees subject to the claims-paying ability of the insurance company. Surrender of the contract 
may be subject to surrender charge or market value adjustment. Product not available in all states. 

This is a single premium deferred  Annuity. Interest  rates are subject to change. Withdrawals prior to 
age 591/2  may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty.  

                                        Poultry House Construction

                                        Poultry House Retrofits                         

Store Sales: Walter Swington Store Sales: Reggie Jones
Outside Sales: Stacy Humphrey Outside Sales: Stacy Humphrey
Cell Ph. 601-408-0418 Cell Ph. 601-408-0418

Store Sales: Gail McMillan Store Sales: Sherry Doherty
Outside Sales: Heath Clark Outside Sales: Heath Clark
Cell Ph. 601-507-5274 Cell Ph. 601-507-5274

Ph. 601-835-0307 Ph. 601-765-4510

Ph. 601-469-1813 Ph. 601-671-3500
WAYNESBORO

                                        Compost Shed Construction
                                        Poultry House Parts and Service

Authorized Chore Time Distributor

Committed to Quality and Service for the Poultry Industry

                                        Poultry House Equipment & Installation

BROOKHAVEN COLLINS

FOREST

each year usPOuLtRY provides significant grants to poultry 
science departments throughout the country for student 

recruitment and retention. these funds play a vital role in 
helping Mississippi state and other universities attract bright 
and passionate students to the poultry industry. Mississippi 
state and MPA are appreciative of usPOuLtRY’s generosity 
and support!

usPOuLtRY AWARD MIssIssIPPI stAte A 
$17,527 GRAnt FOR stuDent ReCRuItMent

(R-L) Mark Leggett, Chase McNeil (student), Dr. Mary Beck, 
Sherman Miller, Alex Hamilton (student), Ben Sellers (student).

Would you like to advertise 
in Emerging Trends?

Call 601-932-7560 for more information!
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“sLeeP tIGht. DOn’t Let 
the BeD BuGs BIte”

external parasites of poultry have long 
plagued the poultry industry. Most 

poultry producers have had to deal with 
darkling beetles or fowl mites while growing 
chickens. however, in most recent years 
our broiler breeder producers have had to 
deal with a “new” external parasite, the bed 
bug. the bed bug is anything but new to the 

united states, but it is relatively new to commercial poultry 
operations, at least in Mississippi. these pests had mostly 
disappeared in most developed countries until the 1980s. since  
then there has been a dramatic increase in the number of reports  
of bed bug infestations in hotel rooms, apartments, and homes. 
 the bed bug (Cimex lectularius) is a small, flat-bodied 
insect that has been described by some poultry producers as 
looking like ticks. however, unlike ticks they do not remain 
on the bird after feeding, but they are blood suckers. egg 
production will decrease dramatically in heavy infestations 
due to the anemia and stress caused by biting bed bugs. 
the biting bugs typically feed while the birds are trying to 
rest at night. they typically hide under the slats and nest 
boxes during the day and feed at night. Bed bugs seem 
to have adapted well to our commercial breeder houses. 
With all of its nest boxes and slats for them to hide and the 
endless supply of food, the broiler breeder house is the ideal 
environment for bed bugs to thrive. 
 no one has been able to explain why bed bugs have 
reappeared in the united states. their reemergence has long 
been blamed on international travel, hitching rides on people 
and their luggage. they are resilient pests that can survive for 
months to a year without feeding. however, bed bugs have 
increasingly become resistant to commonly used insecticides 
which also help them maintain their existence. 
 the first line of defense against bed bugs is early detection.  
It is much easier to get these pests under control if you are  
dealing with smaller numbers. A single female will lay anywhere  
from 300 to 500 eggs in her lifetime, so they can multiple 
very quickly. Make sure you periodically look under nest tops 
and steps. these are areas they tend to hide. You may even 
occasionally go into your chicken houses late at night when 
they come out to feed. using a flashlight, you should be able 
to see their movement and reddish color illuminate. 

 Once you know you have bed bugs, you must try and 
break the life cycle. Many of the chemical insecticides 
available work well, but the problem is they are only killing 
the adults they come in contact with and do nothing to 
destroy the eggs. It is almost humanly impossible to make 
sure a chemical can permeate every crack and crevice where 
they may be hiding, and since they can go months without 
feeding and still survive, continuous treatments are necessary. 
Proper application of the product is imperative. If birds are 
present, this may limit you on the type of chemical insecticide 
you choose. You must make your best attempt at full coverage 
of all hiding places. Make sure you follow all label directions 
and warnings when using any chemical. When birds are 
not present, heat can also kill bed bugs and their eggs. 
unfortunately, without supplemental heat, you may not be 
able to reach temperatures within a chicken house or work 
room to destroy them. sustainable heat at 130°F for several 
hours is necessary to kill bed bugs and their eggs. Depending 
on the time of year, you may take advantage of our Mississippi 
hot summers to help maintain high temperatures during your 
layout. 
 Above all, use good biosecurity techniques to avoid 
infesting your vehicle or home. When we think of biosecurity 
we typically think of keeping diseases out of our operations. 
But in the case of bed bugs, biosecurity is very important 
in making sure you do not infest your home. Do not bring 
anything into the chicken house or work room that you plan 
to bring back home, i.e. purses, lunch boxes, etc. Dedicated 
work clothes for the chicken houses are ideal. Remember, 
heat will kill bed bugs and their eggs, so place your clothing 
into a dryer on high heat to help control transfer of pests to 
your home. When leaving the chicken house inspect your 
clothing thoroughly to make sure you do not see any visible 
bed bugs. 
 the poultry veterinarians at the Mississippi state 
university College of Veterinary Medicine Poultry Research & 
Diagnostic Laboratory in Pearl, Ms, and the Msu Department 
of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, entomology, and Plant 
Pathology are continuously looking for interventions to 
eliminate bed bugs on poultry farms. If you suspect you may 
have bed bugs, please have your service technician contact 
us, and we will be glad to try and help.

by Dr. Sue Ann Hubbard, M.S., D.V.M., M.S., A.C.P.V. 
Clinical Professor, Department of Pathobiology and 
Population Medicine, Mississippi State University
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a Victory For Farmers
 On October 23, 2013, the u.s. District Court for the 
northern District of West Virginia has ruled in favor of Lois 
Alt in her lawsuit against the u.s. environmental Protection 
Agency (ePA). Alt filed suit against ePA in June 2012 after 
the agency claimed that under the Clean Water Act (CWA), 
a national Pollutant Discharge elimination system (nPDes) 
permit was required for stormwater runoff from her farm 
because it came into contact with dust, feathers or bits of 
manure on the ground. Alt was threatened by ePA with fines 
of up to $37,500 per day if she did not obtain a permit. the 
West Virginia Bureau and the American Bureau Federation 
were granted intervenor status in the case.
 In the decision by the court to grant summary judgment 
in favor of Alt, Judge Preston Bailey wrote that “[t]his court 
declares that the litter and manure which is washed from 
the Alt farmyard to navigable waters by a precipitation 
event is an agricultural stormwater discharge and therefore 
not a point source discharge, thereby rendering it exempt 
from the nPDes permit requirement for the Clean Water 
Act.” this decision by the court that CWA permits are not 
required solely on the basis of dust, feathers, and chicken 
litter from poultry barns that are washed from a farmyard 
to river and streams by rainfall is a victory for farmers with 
broad implications for production agriculture. the decision is 
also one more setback for ePA’s consistent efforts to require 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) to obtain 
nPDes permits despite the absence of discharges of pollutants 
from poultry farms into navigable waters.

moVing in the right direction - ePa aPPeals  
court order requiring necessity determination
 On november 18, 2013, the ePA filed notice that it will 
appeal a ruling by Judge Zainey in the u.s. District Court 
for the eastern District of Louisiana requiring ePA to take a 
definitive stand on whether states’ current nutrient policies 
are adequate to address water quality impairment in the 
Mississippi River Basin (MRB) and the Gulf of Mexico (GOM).
 Gulf Restoration Network v. Jackson, deals with ePA’s 
response to environmentalists’ 2008 petition (“Petition”) 

requesting that the agency use its authority under the CWA to 
force states to adopt strict numeric nutrient criteria (nnC) and 
develop pollution load limits, known as total maximum daily 
loads (tMDLs), in order to combat the GOM hypoxic “dead 
zone.” In 2011, ePA denied the environmentalists’ Petition, 
but declined to state “definitively” whether new federal nnC 
controls were necessary to reduce pollution in the MRB and 
the GOM. 
 On september 20, 2013, Judge Zainey remanded 
the matter to ePA stating that “ePA could not simply 
decline to make a necessity determination in response to 
Plaintiffs’ petition for rulemaking.” Basing his ruling in part 
on the supreme Court’s reasoning in the 2009 ruling in 
Massachusetts v. EPA, Judge Zainey stated that ePA must make 
a necessity determination to this petition just as the supreme 
Court required ePA to respond definitively to a Clean Air 
Act (CAA) petition seeking regulation of greenhouse gases 
(GhGs). Judge Zainey reasoned that “just as ePA’s response to 
the rulemaking petition in Massachusetts v. EPA was contrary 
to law because ePA did not make a “judgment,” the Denial (of 
the Petition) was contrary to law because ePA did not make a 
necessity determination.”
 In its appeal, ePA will argue that section 303(c)(4)(B) 
does not create the kinds of obligations contained in CAA 
section 202(a)(1), the section at the heart of the dispute in 
Massachusetts. While the CAA section in Massachusetts 
identifies factors to be used by the agency in deciding 
whether to exercise its discretion, the CWA section cited in 
GRN v. Jackson contains no such factors. the CWA requires 
ePA to issue a new or revised water quality standard “in any 
case where the Administrator determines that a revised or 
new standard is necessary to meet the requirements.” the 
ePA Administrator has made no such determination and 
the CWA contains no standards for the agency or federal 
courts to apply for such a determination. the ePA’s position 
remains that “the CWA is by design a states-in-the-first-
instance regulatory scheme” and that state agencies, like the 
Mississippi Department of environmental Quality (MDeQ), 
should continue to consider whether to promulgate and 
implement state specific nnCs, not ePA.

uPDAte On LeGAL CAses

by John E. Milner and Susan Floyd King – Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC

Core Calcium & Shell Products

Builds Strong Eggshells
Coastal Brand Shell

Feed Grade Calcium Carbonate
We have Oyster Shell

Located in Mobile, Alabama • 251-443-3337
877.679.1399 • rdmcoreshell@aol.com

Essential for
strong shells

Stronger bone
development

Researched,
Tested, Proven

Jones • Jasper • Smith • Simpson
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS

SAVE MONEY NOW!

CONTACT:
WILKS INSURANCE AGENCY

HWY 11 SOUTH, LAUREL, MS 601.426.3350

NEW HOMEOWNER POLICIES NOW AVAILABLE
(Must own 3 acres to qualify)
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the Mississippi Department of environmental Quality is 
working to prepare a new general dry litter poultry permit 

by January 31, 2014, the date the current permit expires.
 since the nutrient management plan growers receive from 
the natural Resources Conservation service is the first step in 
securing coverage under the poultry permit, tracy tomkins, 
chief of the DeQ agricultural permitting division, recommends 
that growers begin gathering the information to get their 
nutrient management plans up to date. Both the nutrient 
management plan and the permit expire five years after they 
were issued, but they may different expiration dates.
 MPA has met with tomkins and other DeQ officials to 
make suggestions to streamline the record-keeping under the 
new permit.
 When the new dry litter poultry permit is issued, MPA 
will schedule grower meetings to provide information on what 
has changed and what steps growers need to take to stay in 
compliance.

GeneRAL PeRMIt
ReneWAL
by Mark Leggett, President, Mississippi Poultry Association

Brunini’s Environmental Group is 
“one of the premier practices in the state” 
and represents major manufacturers and 

private industry clients.  

Brunini has considerable expertise in environmental 
litigation, regulatory permitting and compliance 
issues as well as due diligence and transactional 
matters. Chambers USA: Leading Lawyers has 
ranked Brunini as a Level One Environmental         
Law Firm.

John Milner serves as counsel to the Mississippi 
Poultry Association.  John Brunini, Gene Wasson and 
Susan King round out this leading Environmental 
Law Group.

Environmental Law Attorneys

Environmental Law Group

John Brunini John Milner Gene Wasson

Biloxi
228-435-1198

Jackson
601-948-3101

Columbus
662-240-9744  

www.brunini.com
Listing of areas of practice does not indicate any certi�cation 
of expertise. Any decision with respect to legal service should 

not be based solely on this or any other advertisement. 
Free background information available upon request.

Susan King

MS POultRY ASSOCIAtION
SCHOlARSHIP

the Mississippi Poultry Foundation Board of trustees, 
through the scholarship selection committee, will 

be awarding four 2014 scholarships to students who 
are either pursuing careers in the poultry industry or 
to those whose families are grower members of the 
Mississippi Poultry Association. the scholarships will 
be awarded to deserving applicants. Children and 
grandchildren of MPA members are eligible to apply 
for the four scholarships. 
 If you have a child or grandchild who is a high 
school senior or a student in a Mississippi university 
or community college, urge them to print and fill 
out an application at www.mspoultry.org. Once the 
application is completed, please mail it back to our 
office. Please address the envelope to: Mississippi 
Poultry Foundation, 110 Airport Road South, Suite C, 
Pearl, MS 39208. 
 Applications will be graded based on grade point 
average, an essay, community involvement, knowledge 
of the poultry industry, and references. It is also very 
important that applicants completely fill out the 
application, include all necessary attachments and 
supporting documents, and follow all instructions.  
 the deadline for applications has been set for 
February 28, 2014, to ensure that the scholarship can 
be announced in time for the high school class of 
2014 graduation ceremonies.
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We’re ahead of the flock
when it comes to poultry financing.

At First Financial Bank, we specialize in poultry loan solutions. We
have plans specifically designed to fit your business operations
and goals. First Financial Bank wants to help you grow!

Want to know more? Just give Cory Rawson or Ike Harrell a call
today. Tomorrow, you’ll be glad you did.

510 Hwy. 35 South • Carthage
(601) 267-6657 • www.firstfinancialbank.com

Member FDIC

	  

“FOR	  ALL	  YOUR	  POULTRY	  FARM	  NEEDS”	  

WE	  CARRY	  PARTS	  FOR:	  

ACME	   	   PLASSON	   CUMBERLAND	  NEST	  	   	  VALCO	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ZIGGITY	   	  	  	  MEDICATOR	  PARTS	  

CUMBERLAND	  	   LUBING	   SPACE	  RAY	   	  	  	  	  	  	  ROTEM	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  REEVES	  

VAL	  BROODER	  PARTS	   	   HIRED	  HAND	   	   PAX	  NEST	  

	  

We	  do	  retrofits	  on	  poultry	  houses	  and	  new	  construction!	  We	  have	  24-‐hour	  service	  available!	  

$5	  off	  on	  purchases	  of	  $50	  or	  more!	  MUST	  BRING	  IN	  THIS	  AD,	  EXPIRES	  2-‐28-‐14	  

COLUMBIA	  STORE:	  601-‐731-‐2415	  1329	  HWY	  13	  N.	  COLUMBIA,	  MS	  HOURS	  M-‐F	  8A.M.-‐4:30P.M.	  
WAYNESBORO	  STORE	  601-‐735-‐4371	  M-‐F	  8A.M.	  –	  5P.M.	  113	  TURNER	  STREET	  WAYNESBORO	  MS	  
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thAnK YOu, ALLIeD MeMBeRs

AB Vista, Inc.

Agri-Business

All Brands Foods Vending

Alltech

American Packaging Company

Animal health International

Anitox Corporation

Aviagen, Inc.

Azomite Mineral Products, Inc.

B & t shavings, Inc.,

B Clean LLC

Baader-Linco

Bank Plus

Bayer Corporation

Belt Power

Big Dutchman

Big Country Poultry supply & services, LLC

Blossman Gas Inc.

Bright Coop Inc.

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & hewes

Bunge north America

Burch Corporation

Cantrell Machine Company

Casco, Inc.

CAt Cooling & Applied technology, Inc.

Ceva Biomune

Chas n. Clark Associates

Chick Master Incubator Company

Choretime equipment Co.

Cobb-Vantress, Inc.

Coca-Cola Bottling Co.

Community Bank

CPM

Cumberland/hired hand

Cypress Reliability

D & F equipment sales, Inc.

Danisco Animal nutrition

Deep south Poultry supply

Delaval Cleaning solutions

Delta Packaging and supply, LLC

Diversified Imports

Dottley’s spice Mart, Inc.

DsM nutritional Products

ecodrum Composter

elanco Animal health

entergy Mississippi

Farm Bureau Federation

First Financial Bank

First south Farm Credit, ACA

FMC Corp.

Foam Packaging Inc.

Foodmate us, Inc.

Gainco, Inc.

General Chemical

Georgia Poultry equipment Company

Gorrie-Regan & Associates

Griffin Industries

GsM steel & Mechanical Contractors

h. J. Baker & Bro., Inc.

hatchery Planning

hubbard LLC

huvepharma, Inc.

hydro systems Company

hydro/Power of Mississippi

Ifco Pallett systems

Incubator supply Inc

Insul-Pro Plus II, Inc.

International Paper Poultry Business

IVesCO

Jackson Commodities, Inc.

John R. White Co., Inc.

Jones-hamilton Co.

Kansas City southern Railroad

Keith smith Company

Kemin AgriFoods north America, Inc.

KL Products

Kuhl Corp.

L. hart, Inc.

Leake County  Development Association

Lee energy solutions

Liphatech, Inc.

Lohmann Animal health

Marel stork Poultry Processing

Mcneely Plastics

Merial select

Meyn Amercia

Mississippi Development Authority

Mississippi Power Co.

Morris & Associates

Mtu Onsite energy

nutra Blend, LLC

Once Innovations, Inc.

Pee Jay Farms, Inc.

Peoples Bank

Phibro Animal health

Picket Fences Realty

Quality technology International, Inc.

Reeves supply Co., Inc.

safe Foods Corporation

sanderson CPA, PLLC

sandhill Group, LLC

securitas security services, usA, Inc.

shelley’s electrical service

siplast

southern Ag Credit

southern tractor

southwestern sales

taylor Power systems

tekni-Plex, Inc. (Dolco Packaging)

terra Renewal

the Durham Co.

the nowell Agency

the Way Incorporated

united Country Gibson Realty

us health

Val-Co

Vendworks, LLC.

Vincit  Group (Zee Group)

Wade services, Inc.

Walnut Grove natural Gas

Waring Oil Co., LLC/neill Gas Co.

Weeden environments

Wilks Insurance Agency Inc.

Ziggity systems

Zoetis Animal health

By Bill Rosenblatt
Grower Relations Coordinator
Mississippi Poultry Association

the Mississippi Poultry Association would like to thank our Allied Members for their products, services, and support they 
provide to our poultry industry. We look forward to continuing our partnership and working together to further Mississippi’s 

number one agricultural commodity!
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uPCOMInG eVents

Kim Caldwell
Peco Foods

Richard Carter 
Marshall Durbin

Bo duvall
Marshall Durbin

Ronnie Ingram
tyson Foods

Michael Magee
tyson Foods

ted Mangum
Wayne Farms

lee McCollough 
Marshall Durbin

Peter McKinley
sanderson Farms

Matt Owen
Wayne Farms

Robert Smith
Wayne Farms

danny thornton
Peco Foods

Cindy tucker
Peco Foods

Kenneth upton
sanderson Farms

Jon Wilson
Peco Foods

GROWeR ADVIsORY COMMIttee

MIssIssIPPI POuLtRY AssOCIAtIOn

If you want to join the

Mississippi Poultry 

Association as a Grower 

Member, call the MPA

office at (601) 932-7560

for more information!

Mark leggett, President 
leggett@mspoultry.org

todd Grisham, Chairman

Bob Billingsley, Vice Chairman

Steve Mclaurin, treasurer

danny thornton, Grower Advisory Committee Chairman

Bill Rosenblatt, Grower Relations Coordinator
bill@mspoultry.org

Becky Beard, Administrative Assistant 
beard@mspoultry.org

CONtACt INFORMAtION
110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208
Phone: (601) 932-7560
Fax: (601) 932-7568
www.mspoultry.org

110 Airport Road south, suite C
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

Merry
Christmas!

JANuARY 7, 2014
legislative Session starts

JANuARY 31, 2014
dry litter Poultry General Permit expires

FEBRuARY 28, 2014
Scholarship application deadline 

APRIl 10, 2014
Raleigh Beef and Poultry Expo


